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The Kingdom Perspective 

The Peace of True Wisdom 

  
  
Hello! This is Pastor Don of Christ Redeemer Church. Welcome to The Kingdom Perspective! 
 
In our current cultural climate, we are increasingly tempted to absolutize politics. We, thus, become 
convinced in our own rightness, and so begin operating in a very “us vs. them” framework.   
 
In contradiction to this Jesus calls us to a different posture. He calls us to humble service and love, even 
toward those we might think are wrong. There is no righteousness, there is no truth, without humility. 
Proverbs tells us: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom”—the “beginning of [true] knowledge” 
(Proverbs 1:7; 9:10). True wisdom begins with humbling yourself. True wisdom never ceases to be a 
humble servant, a humble learner.  
 
That’s why James challenges us in our prideful “wisdom”: 

Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him, by his good behavior, show forth his deeds 
in the gentleness of wisdom. But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do 
not be arrogant and so lie against the truth. This wisdom is not that which comes down from 
above, but is earthly, natural, demonic. For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is 
disorder and every evil thing. (James 3:13-16) 

 
Does your “wisdom”, or your “rightness”, lead you to bickering, hatred, and bitterness? Then, it is not 
from God—no matter how right your position might be. 
 
Rather, true wisdom is:  
…first pure, then peace-loving, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial, free of 
hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. (James 3:17-18) 
 
And that is something to think about from The Kingdom Perspective. 
 

“Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the meekness 
of wisdom. But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to 
the truth. This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For 
where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. But the wisdom 
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial 
and sincere. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.” 

~ James 3:13-18 (ESV) 
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