March 31, 2019

TIME OF REFLECTION

“God’s vengeance did not fall on the sinners, but on the only sinless one, the Son of God,
who stood in the place of sinners, Jesus Christ bore the vengeance of God...That was the
end of all false thoughts about the love of a God who does not take sin very seriously.”

“Costly grace is the Incarnation of God.”
~Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945), German pastor, theologian, anti-Nazi dissident

“God’s fundamental goal for believers is not to protect us from harm or suffering, to make
us comfortable, or to benefit from our service. You can biblically sum up God’s primary
aim for your whole life in one uncomfortable word: change. Ironic as it may sound, change
is the one constant that God purposes for every believer, regardless of circumstances -
whether you are in ministry or in a secular job, married or single, healthy or handicapped,
chronically ill or terminally diseased. God’s immediate and ongoing purpose for every
Christian in time and on earth is to change us, to make us like Himself, to conform us to the
image of His Son.”

~Layton Talbert, American author

“When we learn to read the story of Jesus and see it as the story of the love of God, doing
for us what we could not do for ourselves—that insight produces, again and again, a sense
of astonished gratitude which is very near the heart of authentic Christian experience.”
~N. T. Wright (1948-present), English New Testament
scholar and retired Anglican bishop

“The consequence of justice and righteousness is shalom, an enduring Sabbath of joy and
well-being. But the alternative is injustice and oppression, which lead inevitably to turmoil
and anxiety, with no chance of well-being.”
~Walter Brueggemann (1933-present) American
Old Testament scholar and theologian

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
~John 1:14 (ESV)



Worship through the Word

SERMON — “Where is the God of Justice?” — Abrm McQuarters

SERMON PASSAGE — Malachi 2:17-3:5 (ESV)

Malachi 2

"You have wearied the LORD with your
words. But you say, “How have we wearied him?”
By saying, “Everyone who does evil is good in the
sight of the LORD, and he delights in them.” Or by
asking, “Where is the God of justice?”

Malachi 3

! “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will
prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom
you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,
behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2 But
who can endure the day of his coming, and who can
stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s

fire and like fullers’ soap. *He will sit as a refiner
and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of
Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they
will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD.
4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be
pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in
former years.

5“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I
will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against
the adulterers, against those who swear falsely,
against those who oppress the hired worker in his
wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those
who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me,
says the LORD of hosts.



