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TIME OF REFLECTION  

“Students are hungry for truth, for beauty, for goodness….” 
~Cornell West on why he returned to teach at Dartmouth (The D’ 9-26-2019) 

 

“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good….” 
~Joseph to his brothers (Genesis 50:20 ESV) 

 

“The relationship between divine sovereignty and human responsibility is a theological 
mystery that is something ultimately beyond human comprehension. Mysteries make us 
uncomfortable, and thus there is always a temptation to rationalize them, that is, to modify 
one belief to make it more compatible with the other, in this case to play down divine 
sovereignty by saying that certain actions fall outside the realm of God’s control or, 
alternatively, to claim that, since all is predestined, man is not really answerable for his acts. 
But the Joseph story [Genesis 37-50] and the rest of scripture insist that both divine 
sovereignty and human responsibility are true.”  

~Gordon Wenham, Cambridge-trained biblical scholar and professor 
 

“We do not suffer by accident.”  
~Jane Austen (1775-1817), English novelist in Pride and Prejudice 

 

“… men have low thoughts of God, and high thoughts of themselves; and therefore it is that 
they look upon God as having so little right, and they so much.” 

~Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758), New England pastor and theologian 
 

“God uses broken things. It takes broken soil to produce a crop, broken clouds to give rain, 
broken grain to give bread, broken bread to give strength.”  

~Vance Havner (1901-1986), minister and author 
 

Q87. What is repentance unto life? A: Repentance unto life is a saving grace, by which a 
sinner, being truly aware of his sinfulness, understands the mercy of God in Christ, grieves 
for and hates his sins, and turns from them to God, fully intending and striving for a new 
obedience. 

~Westminster Shorter Catechism (1647) in updated language 
 

“You stand before God as if you were Christ, because Christ stood before God as if He were 
you.” 

~C.H. Spurgeon (1834-1892), famed London preacher 
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Worship through the Word 
SERMON – “The Grace of Repentance and Reconciliation” – Pastor Don Willeman 

SERMON PASSAGE – Genesis 44-45 (ESV)  

Genesis 44  
14 When Judah and his brothers came to Joseph’s house, 

he was still there. They fell before him to the ground. 
15 Joseph said to them, “What deed is this that you have done? 
Do you not know that a man like me can indeed practice 
divination?” 16 And Judah said, “What shall we say to my 
lord? What shall we speak? Or how can we clear ourselves? 
God has found out the guilt of your servants; behold, we are 
my lord’s servants, both we and he also in whose hand the 
cup has been found.” 17 But he said, “Far be it from me that I 
should do so! Only the man in whose hand the cup was found 
shall be my servant. But as for you, go up in peace to your 
father.” 

18 Then Judah went up to him and said, “Oh, my lord, 
please let your servant speak a word in my lord’s ears, and let 
not your anger burn against your servant, for you are like 
Pharaoh himself. 19 My lord asked his servants, saying, ‘Have 
you a father, or a brother?’ 20 And we said to my lord, ‘We 
have a father, an old man, and a young brother, the child of 
his old age. His brother is dead, and he alone is left of his 
mother’s children, and his father loves him.’ 21 Then you said 
to your servants, ‘Bring him down to me, that I may set my 
eyes on him.’ 22 We said to my lord, ‘The boy cannot leave 
his father, for if he should leave his father, his father would 
die.’ 23 Then you said to your servants, ‘Unless your youngest 
brother comes down with you, you shall not see my face 
again.’ 

24  “When we went back to your servant my father, we 
told him the words of my lord. 25 And when our father said, 
‘Go again, buy us a little food,’ 26 we said, ‘We cannot go 
down. If our youngest brother goes with us, then we will go 
down. For we cannot see the man’s face unless our youngest 
brother is with us.’ 27 Then your servant my father said to us, 
‘You know that my wife bore me two sons. 28 One left me, 
and I said, “Surely he has been torn to pieces,” and I have 
never seen him since. 29 If you take this one also from me, and 
harm happens to him, you will bring down my gray hairs in 
evil to Sheol.’ 

30  “Now therefore, as soon as I come to your servant my 
father, and the boy is not with us, then, as his life is bound up 
in the boy’s life, 31 as soon as he sees that the boy is not with 
us, he will die, and your servants will bring down the gray 
hairs of your servant our father with sorrow to Sheol. 32 For 
your servant became a pledge of safety for the boy to my  

father, saying, ‘If I do not bring him back to you, then I shall 
bear the blame before my father all my life.’ 33 Now therefore, 
please let your servant remain instead of the boy as a servant 
to my lord, and let the boy go back with his brothers. 34 For 
how can I go back to my father if the boy is not with me? I 
fear to see the evil that would find my father.” 
 
Genesis 45  

1 Then Joseph could not control himself before all those 
who stood by him. He cried, “Make everyone go out from 
me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself 
known to his brothers. 2 And he wept aloud, so that the 
Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. 
3 And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father 
still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, for they 
were dismayed at his presence. 

4 So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, 
please.” And they came near. And he said, “I am your brother, 
Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be 
distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, 
for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6 For the famine 
has been in the land these two years, and there are yet five 
years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 
7 And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant 
on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was 
not you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a father 
to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land 
of Egypt. 9 Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus 
says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt. 
Come down to me; do not tarry. 10 You shall dwell in the land 
of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children 
and your children’s children, and your flocks, your herds, and 
all that you have. 11 There I will provide for you, for there are 
yet five years of famine to come, so that you and your 
household, and all that you have, do not come to poverty.’ 
12 And now your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother 
Benjamin see, that it is my mouth that speaks to you. 13 You 
must tell my father of all my honor in Egypt, and of all that 
you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” 14 Then 
he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and 
Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15 And he kissed all his 
brothers and wept upon them. After that his brothers talked 
with him. 
 

 
 


