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TIME OF REFLECTION   

“I think there must be something wrong with me, Linus. Christmas is coming, but I’m not 

happy. I don’t feel the way I’m supposed to feel... Rats. Nobody sent me a Christmas card 

today. I almost wish there weren’t a holiday season. I know nobody likes me. Why do we 

have to have a holiday season to emphasize it?” 

~ “A Charlie Brown Christmas” 

 

“The waiting is the hardest part, 

Every day you get one more yard, 

You take it on faith, you take it to the heart, 

The waiting is the hardest part.” 

~Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers 

  

“If there does exist an absolute goodness it must hate most of what we do. This is the terrible 

fix we are in. If the universe is not governed by an absolute goodness, then all our efforts are 

in the long run hopeless. But if it is, then we are making ourselves enemies to that goodness 

every day, and are not in the least likely to do any better tomorrow, and so our case is 

hopeless again... God is the only comfort; he is also the supreme terror: the thing we most 

need and the thing we most want to hide from. Some people talk as if meeting the gaze of 

absolute goodness would be fun. They need to think again. They are still only playing with 

religion. Goodness is either the great safety or the great danger—according to the way you 

react to it. And we have reacted the wrong way.” 

~C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

  

“Our sins they are more numerous than all the lambs we slay, 

Our shackles they were made with our own hands. 

Our toil is our atonement and our freedom yours to give, 

So Yahweh, break this silence if you can. 

 

Deliver us, deliver us, 

Oh, Yahweh, hear our cry, 

And gather us beneath your wings tonight.” 

~Andrew Peterson, “Deliver Us” 
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Worship through the Word 

SERMON – “A Long-Awaited Promise” – Ryan Bouton 

SERMON PASSAGE – Genesis 3:8-15, Luke 2:8-14 (ESV)  

Genesis 3 
8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God 

walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the 

man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 

the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the 

LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where 

are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in 

the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and 

I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were 

naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I 

commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The 

woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me 

fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said 

to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The 

woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
14 The LORD God said to the serpent, 

   “Because you have done this, 

   cursed are you above all livestock 

   and above all beasts of the field; 

   on your belly you shall go, 

   and dust you shall eat 

   all the days of your life. 
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

   and between your offspring and her offspring; 

   he shall bruise your head, 

   and you shall bruise his heel.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

Luke 2 
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out 

in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, 

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great 

joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born 

this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 

Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 

baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 

manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest, 

    and on earth peace among those  

   with whom he is pleased!”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


