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TIME OF REFLECTION  

 

“The purposes of the Almighty are perfect, and must prevail, though we erring mortals may 

fail to accurately perceive them in advance. We hoped for a happy termination of this 

terrible war long before this; but God knows best, and has ruled otherwise. We shall yet 

acknowledge His wisdom and our own error therein. Meanwhile we must work earnestly in 

the best light He gives us, trusting that so working still conduces to the great ends He 

ordains. Surely He intends some great good to follow this mighty convulsion…” 

~Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865), 16th President of the United States 

 

“The opposite of love is not hate, it’s indifference. The opposite of art is not ugliness, it’s 

indifference. The opposite of faith is not heresy, it’s indifference. And the opposite of life is 

not death, it’s indifference.” 

~Elie Wiesel (1928-2016), Holocaust survivor and Nobel Laureate 

 

“God responds to me in wrath because of my sin. God responds to me in love because of 

who He is.” 

~D.A. Carson, Professor and Founder of the Gospel Coalition 

 

“The law may not change the heart but it can restrain the hardness.” 

~Martin Luther King Jr., (1929-1968), Civil Rights Activist and Leader 

 

“True fear of God sets a man above all the world.” 

~John Bunyan (1628-1688), Pastor and Author of The Pilgrim’s Progress 

 

“What I long for is a love big enough to be disturbed by what people are doing, and strong 

enough and patient enough to carry them to the place where Christ wants them to be!” 

~C. John Miller (1928-1996), Pastor and Missionary 
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Worship through the Word 

SERMON – “The Heart of True Worship” – Scott Sottosanti 

SERMON PASSAGE – Malachi 1:6-2:9 (ESV)  

 

Malachi 1 
6 “A son honors his father, and a servant his 

master. If then I am a father, where is my honor? 

And if I am a master, where is my fear? says the 

LORD of hosts to you, O priests, who despise my 

name. But you say, ‘How have we despised your 

name?’ 7 By offering polluted food upon my altar. 

But you say, ‘How have we polluted you?’ By 

saying that the LORD’s table may be despised. 
8 When you offer blind animals in sacrifice, is that 

not evil? And when you offer those that are lame or 

sick, is that not evil? Present that to your governor; 

will he accept you or show you favor? says the 

LORD of hosts. 9 And now entreat the favor of God, 

that he may be gracious to us. With such a gift from 

your hand, will he show favor to any of you? says 

the LORD of hosts. 10 Oh that there were one among 

you who would shut the doors, that you might not 

kindle fire on my altar in vain! I have no pleasure in 

you, says the LORD of hosts, and I will not accept 

an offering from your hand. 11 For from the rising of 

the sun to its setting my name will be great among 

the nations, and in every place incense will be 

offered to my name, and a pure offering. For my 

name will be great among the nations, says the 

LORD of hosts. 12 But you profane it when you say 

that the Lord’s table is polluted, and its fruit, that is, 

its food may be despised. 13 But you say, ‘What a 

weariness this is,’ and you snort at it, says the LORD 

of hosts. You bring what has been taken by violence 

or is lame or sick, and this you bring as your 

offering! Shall I accept that from your hand? says 

the LORD. 14 Cursed be the cheat who has a male in  

 

 

 

 

 

 

his flock, and vows it, and yet sacrifices to the Lord 

what is blemished. For I am a great King, says the 

LORD of hosts, and my name will be feared among 

the nations. 

 

Malachi 2 
1 “And now, O priests, this command is for you. 

2 If you will not listen, if you will not take it to heart 

to give honor to my name, says the LORD of hosts, 

then I will send the curse upon you and I will curse 

your blessings. Indeed, I have already cursed them, 

because you do not lay it to heart. 3 Behold, I will 

rebuke your offspring, and spread dung on your 

faces, the dung of your offerings, and you shall be 

taken away with it. 4 So shall you know that I have 

sent this command to you, that my covenant with 

Levi may stand, says the LORD of hosts. 5 My 

covenant with him was one of life and peace, and I 

gave them to him. It was a covenant of fear, and he 

feared me. He stood in awe of my name. 6 True 

instruction was in his mouth, and no wrong was 

found on his lips. He walked with me in peace and 

uprightness, and he turned many from iniquity. 7 For 

the lips of a priest should guard knowledge, and 

people should seek instruction from his mouth, for 

he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts. 8 But you 

have turned aside from the way. You have caused 

many to stumble by your instruction. You have 

corrupted the covenant of Levi, says the LORD of 

hosts, 9 and so I make you despised and abased 

before all the people, in as much as you do not keep 

my ways but show partiality in your instruction.” 

 

 

 

 


