September 11, 2022 - Order of Worship

TIME OF REFLECTION

“Your virtues can be a bigger barrier to your relationship with God than your vices.”
~Rankin Wilbourne, American pastor and author

“Sin and evil are self-centeredness and pride that lead to oppression against others, but there are two
forms of this. One form is being very bad and breaking all the rules, and the other form is being very
good and keeping all the rules and becoming self-righteous. There are two ways to be your own Savior
and Lord. The first is by saying, ‘I am going to live my life the way I want.” The second is described
by Flannery O’Connor, who wrote about one of her characters, Hazel Motes, that ‘he knew that the
best way to avoid Jesus was to avoid sin.” If you are avoiding sin and living morally so that God will
have to bless and save you, then ironically, you may be looking to Jesus as a teacher, model, and
helper but you are avoiding him as Savior. You are trusting in your own goodness rather than in Jesus
for your standing with God. You are trying to save yourself by following Jesus.”

~Timothy Keller, American pastor and author, from his book The Reason For God

“It is not the parts of the Bible that I don’t understand that bother me; it is the parts that I do
understand.”
~Mark Twain, American author and humorist

“Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one,
my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will
divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured
out his soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes
intercession for the transgressors.”

~Isaiah 53:11-12 (ESV)



Worship through the Word

SERMON - “Two Men, Two Prayers, Two Outcomes” — Noah Crane
SERMON PASSAGE - Luke 18:9-14 (ESV)

9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in
themselves that they were righteous, and treated
others with contempt: '°“Two men went up into the
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax
collector. !''The Pharisee, standing by himself,
prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other
men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this
tax collector. 121 fast twice a week; I give tithes of all

that I get.” 1 But the tax collector, standing far off,
would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his
breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” 141
tell you, this man went down to his house justified,
rather than the other. For everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles
himself will be exalted.”



