
September 15, 2019  
 

 

TIME OF REFLECTION  

 Q. 7. What is God? 
A. God is a Spirit, in and of himself infinite in being, glory, blessedness, and perfection; all-
sufficient, eternal, unchangeable, incomprehensible, every where present, almighty, knowing 
all things, most wise, most holy, most just, most merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth. 

~Westminster Larger Catechism (1648) 
 
“No philosophical theory which I have yet come across is a radical improvement on the 
words of Genesis, that ‘In the beginning God made Heaven and Earth.’”  

~C. S. Lewis (1898-1963), writer and Oxford professor 
 
“Now we see how the astronomical evidence supports the biblical view of the origin of the 
world. The details differ, but the essential elements in the astronomical and biblical accounts 
of Genesis are the same: the chain of events leading to man commenced suddenly and 
sharply at a definite moment in time, in a flash of light and energy.” 

~Robert Jastrow (1925-2008), a leading NASA scientist, astronomer,  
physicist, professor, cosmologist, and self-proclaimed agnostic 

 
“What separates me from most so-called atheists is a feeling of utter humility toward the 
unattainable secrets of the harmony of the cosmos.” 
 
“They are creatures who—in their grudge against traditional religion as the ‘opium of the 
masses’—cannot hear the music of the spheres.” 

~Albert Einstein (1879-1955) 
 
“Man’s grandeur is that he knows himself to be miserable.” 

~Blaise Pascal (1623-1662), French mathematician and philosopher  
 
“The business of the poet and novelist is to show the sorriness underlying the grandest 
things, and the grandeur underlying the sorriest things.” 

 ~Thomas Hardy (1840-1928), English novelist, poet, and short-story writer 
 
“Jesus had the guilty in mind when He hung high and stretched out wide.... Without asking 
my permission, a good God had come to my rescue.”  

~Jackie Hill Perry, writer, poet and hip hop artist 
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Worship through the Word 
SERMON – “Back to the Beginning of the Story” – Pastor Don Willeman 

SERMON PASSAGE – Selected Passages from Genesis 1-3 (NASB)  
 

Genesis 1 
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the 

earth. 2 The earth was formless and void, and darkness 
was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God 
was moving over the surface of the waters. 3 Then God 
said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4 God 
saw that the light was good; and God separated the 
light from the darkness. 5 God called the light day, and 
the darkness He called night. And there was evening 
and there was morning, one day…. 

26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, 
according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over 
the cattle and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 God created 
man in His own image, in the image of God He created 
him; male and female He created them. 28 God blessed 
them; and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, 
and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish 
of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every 
living thing that moves on the earth.” …31 God saw all 
that He had made, and behold, it was very good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth 
day. 
 
Genesis 2 
15 Then the Lord God took the man and put him into the 
garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it. 16 The Lord 
God commanded the man, saying, “From any tree of 
the garden you may eat freely; 17 but from the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in 
the day that you eat from it you will surely die.” 
 
Genesis 3 

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast 
of the field which the Lord God had made.  

And he said to the woman, “Indeed, has God said, 
‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?” 2 The 
woman said to the serpent, “From the fruit of the trees 
of the garden we may eat; 3 but from the fruit of the tree 
which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, 
‘You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die.’” 

4 The serpent said to the woman, “You surely will not 
die! 5 For God knows that in the day you eat from it  

 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” 6 When the woman saw that 
the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to 
the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one 
wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also 
to her husband with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of 
both of them were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and 
made themselves loin coverings. 

8 They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in 
the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his 
wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 
among the trees of the garden. 9 Then the Lord God 
called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” 
10 He said, “I heard the sound of You in the garden, and 
I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself.”… 

14 The Lord God said to the serpent, 
“Because you have done this, 
Cursed are you more than all cattle, 
And more than every beast of the field; 
On your belly you will go, 
And dust you will eat 
All the days of your life; 
15 And I will put enmity 
Between you and the woman, 
And between your seed and her seed; 
He shall bruise you on the head, 
And you shall bruise him on the heel.”… 

17 Then to Adam He said, “Because you have 
listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten from 
the tree about which I commanded you, saying, ‘You 
shall not eat from it’; 

Cursed is the ground because of you; 
In toil you will eat of it 
All the days of your life. 
18 “Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; 
And you will eat the plants of the field; 
19 By the sweat of your face 
You will eat bread, 
Till you return to the ground, 
Because from it you were taken; 
For you are dust, 
And to dust you shall return.” 
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