December 3, 2017

TIME OF REFLECTION

“If Luke says Jesus was born of a virgin, it is because he believes it to be a historical fact.”
~Michael Wilcock, former Director at Trinity College, author, vicar

“You and I have been trained by our culture to not believe in the supernatural... a Jewish
woman, Mary, had been trained by her culture to not believe that God could ever become a
human being. So, though they are different, the barriers she faced against belief in the
Christmas message were every bit as big as the barriers you may be facing. And yet a
combination of evidence and experience shattered those barriers and she came to faith. That
is exactly the way it works now. She doubted, she questioned, she used her reason, and she
asked questions—just as we must today if we are going to have faith.”

~Tim Keller, American Pastor, author

“Behold, the grace appears!
The promise is fulfilled;
Mary, the wondrous virgin, bears,
And Jesus is the Child.

The Lord, the highest God,
Calls Him His only Son;
He bids Him rule the lands abroad,
And gives Him David’s throne.”
~“Behold, The Grace Appears” Christmas Hymn



Worship through the Word

SERMON - “Christmas: Nothing Is Impossible with God” — Chris Audino

SERMON PASSAGE - Luke 1:18-20, 26-38 (ESV)

18 And Zechariah said to the angel, “How
shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my
wife is advanced in years.” ' And the angel
answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the
presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you
and to bring you this good news.

20 And behold, you will be silent and unable
to speak until the day that these things take
place because you did not believe my words,
which will be fulfilled in their time.”

2In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was
sent from God to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth, ?’to a virgin betrothed to a man
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.
And the virgin’s name was Mary. 2 And he
came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored
one, the Lord is with you!” ?°But she was
greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to
discern what sort of greeting this might be.
30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,

Mary, for you have found favor with God.
31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb
and bear a son, and you shall call his name
Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the
Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will
give to him the throne of his father David, ** and
he will reign over the house of Jacob forever,
and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will
this be, since I am a virgin?”

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born will be called holy—the Son of
God. 3¢ And behold, your relative Elizabeth in
her old age has also conceived a son, and this is
the sixth month with her who was called barren.
37For nothing will be impossible with God.”
38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of
the Lord; let it be to me according to your
word.” And the angel departed from her.



