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TIME OF REFLECTION  
 
“Whoever pretends to face death without fear is a liar.” 

~Jean Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778), Genevan philosopher and writer 
 
“O eloquent, just, and mighty Death! …thou hast drawn together all the far-stretched 
greatness, all the pride, cruelty, and ambition of man, and covered it all over with these two 
narrow words, Hic jacet [Here lies]!” 

~Sir Walter Raleigh (1554-1618), famed writer and explorer 
 
“Any position in which claims about Jesus or the resurrection are removed from the realm of 
historical reality and placed in a subjective realm of personal belief or some realm that is 
immune to human scrutiny, does Jesus and the resurrection no service and no justice. It is a 
ploy of desperation to suggest that the Christian faith would be little affected if Jesus was 
not actually raised from the dead in space and time….  The first Christian community had a 
strong interest in…the historical reality of Jesus and his resurrection, because they believed 
their faith, for better or for worse, was grounded in it.” 

~Ben Witherington, New Testament scholar 
 
“…the historian . . . cannot justifiably deny the empty tomb….  [I]f we apply the same sort 
of criteria that we would apply to any other ancient literary sources, then the evidence is 
firm and plausible enough to necessitate the conclusion that the tomb was indeed found 
empty.” 

~ Michael Grant (1914-2004), British historian and professor  
at University of Edinburgh and Queens University of Belfast,  

in his book Jesus: An Historian’s Review of the Gospels 
 
“No one can read the Gospels without feeling the actual presence of Jesus.  His personality 
pulsates in every word. No myth is filled with such life.” 

~Albert Einstein (1879-1955), famed theoretical physicist  
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Worship through the Word 

SERMON – “The Rationality and Relationality of the Resurrection” – Pastor Don Willeman 
 
SERMON PASSAGE – John 20:1-18 (ESV)  
 

1 Now on the first day of the week Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still 
dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away 
from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter 
and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, 
and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of 
the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid 
him.” 3 So Peter went out with the other disciple, 
and they were going toward the tomb. 4 Both of 
them were running together, but the other disciple 
outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 And 
stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying 
there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter 
came, following him, and went into the tomb. He 
saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the face cloth, 
which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the 
linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8 Then 
the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, 
also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet 
they did not understand the Scripture, that he must 
rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went back 
to their homes. 

 

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, 
and as she wept she stooped to look into the tomb. 
12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where 
the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one 
at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are 
you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken 
away my Lord, and I do not know where they have 
laid him.” 14 Having said this, she turned around and 
saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was 
Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him 
to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, 
and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, 
“Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, 
“Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to 
her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended 
to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, 
‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my 
God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—
and that he had said these things to her. 

  

 
 

 


