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Unlikely Life: Resurrection 
Easter – April 5, 2026 

 
 

Today’s Lay Reader:  Barbara Sabath 
 
 
Welcome   
 
Prelude  St. Anthony Chorale Johannes Brahms 
 
Call to Worship  
 

Leader: Come!  Come from our sanctuary or from your home.  Come at 11 AM 
on Sunday or any time during the week.  Come whenever and 
wherever you are.  Come!  Worship is called in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit! 

People: We come, ready to embrace God’s unexpected blessings. 
Leader: God often works in the unexpected. 
People: Easter is proof of that.  The tomb is empty!  That was unexpected.  

Jesus is alive!  That was unexpected.  The women preached!  
That was unexpected.  We will embrace the unexpected! 
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Hymn    Christ the Lord Is Risen Today (verses 1 – 4) 
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Opening Prayer 
 

Almighty God, come in the most unexpected ways, using the most 
unexpected people in the most unexpected places.  Only you can bring life 
from nothing.  Only you can bring life from death.  Only you can bring 
grace from sin.  Only you can bring all of us together in one time and place.  
Help us to see the signs of resurrection around us every day.  Amen. 

 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Sunday School Singers    God’s Not Dead 
 
Young Disciples Chatting with the Rev 
 
Hymn No. 310 He Lives 
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Senior Choir O What a Glorious Day David N. Davenport 
 
Scripture Lesson John 20:1-16 
 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to 
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb.  So she ran 
and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 
said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 
where they have laid him.”  Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went 
toward the tomb.  The two were running together, but the other disciple outran 
Peter and reached the tomb first.  He bent down to look in and saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, but he did not go in.  Then Simon Peter came, following 
him, and went into the tomb.  He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the 
cloth that had been on Jesus’s head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled 
up in a place by itself.  Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also 
went in, and he saw and believed, for as yet they did not understand the 
scripture, that he must rise from the dead.  Then the disciples returned to their 
homes. 
 
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb.  As she wept, she bent over to look 
into the tomb, and she saw two angels in white sitting where the body of Jesus 
had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet.  They said to her, 
“Woman, why are you weeping?”  She said to them, “They have taken away my 
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.”  When she had said this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was 
Jesus.  Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?  Whom are you 
looking for?”  Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.”  
Jesus said to her, “Mary!”  She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” 
(which means Teacher). 

 
Leader: The Word of God for the people of God 
People: Thanks be to God 

Message  Unlikely Life: Resurrection 
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Offering Ourselves and Our Gifts to God 
 
Offertory  All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name arr. Peter Benjamin 
 
Doxology Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Him, all creatures here below:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
  Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
 
Hymn   Crown Him with Many Crowns 
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Benediction 
 
Postlude  Toccata Classique Dennis Janzer 
 
 
Instrumentalists: 
 
 Organ – Priscilla Cunningham Clarinet – Howard Isaacson 

Violin – Susan Elsayed Trumpet – Jeremiah Paton 
 
   Instrumental Arrangements – Jim Daly 

______________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license A-731620. 
CCLI:  CSPL099122 

  



2026 

Easter 

Dedications 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flowers 
 

Bette Alsobrook – In loving memory of my husband, Frank; my parents; and Jennifer.  In honor 
of my daughter, Julie and her husband, Keith; and my grandchildren, Luke, Jackson, Ashley, 
and Zachary. 

Susan G. Brownhill – In loving memory of my grandparents, parents, and Jim. 

Mike and Barbara Combs – In loving memory of Donald Combs and Reba Lee Combs.  In honor 
of our grandchildren Callie and Colton. 

Tom and Paula Crawford – In loving memory of Barbara Virden; John Gorman; Janet 
Angerman; Uncle Tom Gorman; our parents; and our grandparents.  In honor of our children, 
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. 



Priscilla Cunningham – In loving memory of Janvier and Evelyn Husted.  In honor of Becky and 
Danny; Christy and Linny; Zach Mannel and Ben Mannel (from MomMom). 

Edward and Angela Dennis – In loving memory of Linda Dennis.  

Chip and Lois Garrison – In loving memory of our parents; Mary Lou and Frank Jacobs; our 
grandparents. 

Erin, Reagan, J.T., and Jackson – In loving memory of John Gorman. 

Jean Killion – In loving memory of my beloved Laptonak and Van Sant families.  In honor of the 
Corkhills:  Lissa, Alex, Leah, and Jonah. 

Bob and Mary McCarty – In loving memory of parents, Charles and Ruth McCarty; parents, 
John and Louise Roth; grandmother, Lena Sears-Price; son, Robert McCarty II.  In honor of son, 
Kevin; grandchildren, Devin, Emily, Bobby, and Ryan. 

Sue Reitmeyer – In loving memory of my husband, Fred Reitmeyer, gone too soon; our 
parents, Bob and Raymonde Johnson and Walter and Frances Reitmeyer.  In honor of our 
children, Lynne (Shawn), Bob (Susan), John (Mai), and Jennifer (Andrew). 

Kris and Frank Rudisill – In loving memory of Raymond R. Huber, Jr.  In honor of Marie A. 
Huber; Jocilyn and Mike O’Brien; Emilee and Roman Rudisill; Autumn Marie Rudisill. 

Barbara Sabath – In loving memory of Bill and Melba Owens; Candace Dornan. 

Naomi Swan and family – In loving memory of husband, James; sons, Philip and Michael Swan. 

Gary and Diane Thomas – In loving memory of Betty Boyd; Charles and Annie Hemm. 

David and Ali Wade – In loving memory of our son, Alex; and parents and grandparents. 

 

If you have donated toward Easter flowers, please feel free to take a plant 

home after Easter worship.  (Either the 9 AM or 11 AM service.) 

Any flowers left over will be planted in our church gardens. 

 

  



Spiritual Bouquets 
 

Joseph Brzuszkiewicz –In loving memory of deceased members of the Brzuszkiewicz family. 

Joan Dearborn – In loving memory of Donald Dearborn; Dorothy and Richard Dearborn; Jay 
Davis; Margaret and Wendell Davis; Rachel Goldberg; and Tracey Powers. 

Chip and Lois Garrison – In loving memory of our parents; Irene Fineberg; Margaret Garrison; 
Helen Gaskell. 

Carmen, Johna, and Mike Infante – In loving memory of John and Martha Gregg; Mike and 
Laura Infante; and our beloved parents. 

Kyung Sook Kwon – The first woman missionary, Mary Scranton, who founded Ewha Hakdang, 
the first girls’ school in Korea in 1886. 

Mary Poulsen – In honor of my children, Cassie and Erica Poulsen; and my grandchildren, 
Jonah and Daphne Esser. 

Sue Reitmeyer – In honor of our grandchildren:  Bailey, Tanner and Gianna, Mary, Colleen, and 
Clay; our loving church family; and Faithful Fingers. 

Barbara Sabath – In honor of Jackson, my grandson; Emersyn, Rowen, Nora, Maddy, Jax, 
Jamie, Parker, and Ilah. 

Karen Ubbens – In loving memory of my husband, Arthur A. Ubbens, Jr.  In honor of my 
grandchildren:  Daegan, Everett, Peyton, and Carter. 

David and Ali Wade – In honor of all our children and grandchildren. 

 

Your gifts of Spiritual Bouquets are given to the AUMC Scholarship Fund.  

This fund gives scholarships to members of our church who are pursuing 

higher education. 

 


	26ow0405 - Easter - online - SS Singers - choir
	Easter Flower Dedications 2026 - online

