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Spiritual DNA: 
Connecting FAITH, Creative HOPE, and Catalytic LOVE 

August 10, 2025 
 
 

Today’s Lay Reader:  Judy Pine 
 
 
Welcome   
 
Call to Worship  
 

Leader: Come!  Whoever you are, wherever you are, come!  Now is the time to 
worship. 

People: Fly like a bird, O Lord.  Protect, defend and strengthen your 
people! 

Leader: Eagles soar beautifully on strong wings.  So do they who put their hope 
in the Lord! 

People: We soar on your strength, O God.  Keep us wrapped in your love 
and grace as we fly together.  Amen. 
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Hymn    Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee (verses 1, 2, and 4) 
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Opening Prayer 
 

Almighty and merciful God, of your bountiful goodness keep us from all 
things that may hinder us.  Make us ready in both body and soul, so we 
may cheerfully and lovingly accomplish those things which you would 
have done.  Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and our hope, we can do all 
things.  Amen. 

 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Chorus  Let There Be Love 
 

Let there be love shared among us, let there be love in our eyes.  
May now your love sweep this nation. Cause us, O Lord, to arise.  
Give us a fresh understanding of brotherly love that is real. 
Let there be love shared among us. Let there be love. 

 
Special Music Holy Ground Christofer Beatty 
 Ernie Roberts 
 
Litany of Love  1 Corinthians 13:3-8a,14:1a (The Message/NIV Compilation) 
 

Leader: Love is patient, never giving up. 
People: Love cares more for others than for self. 
Leader: Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have. 
People: Love doesn’t strut, 
Leader: Doesn’t have a swelled head, 
People: Doesn’t force itself on others, 
Leader: Isn’t always “me first,” 
People: Doesn’t fly off the handle, 
Leader: Doesn’t keep score of other’s wrongs, 
People: Doesn’t revel when others grovel, 
Leader: Takes joy in the truth, 
People: Love always protects, 
Leader: always trusts, 
People: always hopes, 
ALL: Love never dies. … now abide these three 
Leader: Faith steadily, 
People: Hope unswervingly, 
Leader: Love extravagantly! 
People: And the greatest of the three is love. 
ALL: Go after a life of love as if your life depends on it—because it 

does. Make LOVE your aim! 
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Message  Spiritual DNA: Rev. Brian C. Roberts 
Connecting FAITH, Creative HOPE, and Catalytic LOVE 

 
 
Offering Ourselves and Our Gifts to God 
 
Offertory  The Love of God Frederick H. Lehman 
 
Doxology Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Him, all creatures here below:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
  Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
Hymn   Blessed Assurance (verses 1 and 3) 
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Celebration of Holy Communion 
 Service of Word and Table II UM Hymnal Page 12 
 
Benediction 
 
Postlude  Sinfonia in B flat G. F. Handel 
 
 

_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

Welcome, Pastor Brian! 
 
It’s always a blessing to have Pastor Brian Roberts here at AUMC for worship!  He is 
currently the Executive Director of the UM Stewardship Foundation of Greater New 
Jersey.  He has served in the past as our District Superintendent, and (of course) as our 
Pastor! 
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