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The Words After the Final Words 
April 7, 2024 

 
 

Today’s Lay Reader:  David Wade 
 
 
Welcome   
 
Prelude  Easter Chimes Lani Smith 
 
Call to Worship  
 

Leader: Come!  Come from our sanctuary or from your home.  Come at 
11 AM on Sunday or any time during the week.  Come 
whenever and wherever you are.  Come!  Worship is called in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit! 

People: We come, ready to continue the resurrection story! 
Leader: Jesus’ story isn’t finished, and neither is ours! 
People: Lord, help us to be Easter people all year long! 
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Hymn    The Day of Resurrection 
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Opening Prayer 
 

Lord, we thank you for the resurrection.  We thank you for the gifts of 
grace that you have given us so freely.  We also thank you for the 
season of Lent, which taught us the great cost of that grace.  May we 
never take it for granted.  And may we all make disciples of Jesus 
Christ through grace!  Amen. 

 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Hymn  Up from the Grave He Arose 
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Senior Choir Every Morning Is Easter Morning Avery / Marsh 
 
Young Disciples Chatting with the Rev 
 
Scripture Lesson Luke 24:33-49 
 

That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found 
the eleven and their companions gathered together.  They were saying, 
“The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!”  Then they 
told what had happened on the road and how he had been made known to 
them in the breaking of the bread. 
 

While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and 
said to them, “Peace be with you.”  They were startled and terrified and 
thought that they were seeing a ghost.  He said to them, “Why are you 
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?  Look at my hands 
and my feet; see that it is I myself.  Touch me and see, for a ghost does 
not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.”  And when he had said 
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this, he showed them his hands and his feet.  Yet for all their joy they were 
still disbelieving and wondering, and he said to them, “Have you anything 
here to eat?”  They gave him a piece of broiled fish,  and he took it and ate 
in their presence. 
 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 
still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the 
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”  Then he opened their minds 
to understand the scriptures,  and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that 
the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things.  
And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised, so stay here in 
the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

 
Leader: The Word of God for the people of God 
People: Thanks be to God 

Message  The Words After the Final Words 
 
Offering Ourselves and Our Gifts to God 
 
Offertory  Because He Lives William Gaither 
 
Doxology Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Him, all creatures here below:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
  Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
A Service of Word and Table 

 

Please see the Communion Liturgy on page 8 of this document. 
 

Communion Anthem A Choral Benediction Don Besig 
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Hymn   He Lives 
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Benediction 
 
Postlude  Voluntary Douglas Guest 
 



 
A Service of Word and Table 

 
Invitation 

 
Pastor: Christ our Lord invites to His table all who love him, who earnestly repent 

of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us 
confess our sin before God and one another. 

 
Confession and Pardon 

 
People: Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved You with our 

whole heart. We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not 
done Your will, we have broken Your law, we have rebelled against 
Your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard 
the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful 
obedience through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Pastor: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that 
proves God's love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are all 
forgiven! 

People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! All: Thanks be to 
God! 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The pastor gives thanks appropriate to the occasion, remembering God's mighty 
acts of salvation, and concludes:  And so, with Your people on earth and all the 
company of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
The people sing their response: 



 

 

 
The pastor continues the Thanksgiving. The institution of the Lord's Supper is 
recalled. The pastor concludes:  And so, in remembrance of these Your mighty 
acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and 



living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery 
of faith: 
 
The people sing their response: 
 

 

 
 
The pastor invokes the present work of the Holy Spirit and then praises the 
Trinity, concluding:  All honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 
 
 
ALL:  Amen! 
 
 
Breaking the Bread 
 
 
Giving the Cup 
 

 


	24ow0407 - Communion - online
	Communion Liturgy for online bulletin - Absecon

