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Ash Wednesday Worship 
 

February 22, 2023 
 
 
 
Welcome   
 
Call to Worship   
 
 Leader: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you! 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader: Come, friends, and join us for a season of repentance, prayer, fasting, 

discernment and self-knowledge 
 People: From dust we came, and to dust we shall return. 
 
Prelude  Rock of Ages Dale Wood 
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Hymn    Just as I Am (verses 1, 2, and 5) 

 
Opening Prayer 
 

Bless the Lord, my soul, and praise God’s holy name!  I will not forget any of 
God’s benefits.  Oh God, You forgive our iniquities, You heal our diseases, 
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You redeem our lives from the pit.  Lord, may You crown us all with Your 
glory, steadfast love and mercy.  Renew our lives throughout these forty days 
and grant us goodness as long as we live.   

 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Hymn  Alas and Did My Savior Bleed 
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Senior Choir Not What These Hands Have Done Donald Moore 
 
Psalter  Psalm 34 
 
 
Scripture Lesson Isaiah 52:13-15  
 

See, my servant shall prosper; 
    he shall be exalted and lifted up 
    and shall be very high. 
Just as there were many who were astonished at him 
    —so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance, 
    and his form beyond that of mortals— 
so he shall startle[b] many nations; 
    kings shall shut their mouths because of him, 
for that which had not been told them they shall see, 
    and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate. 

 
  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 

“Beware of practicing your righteousness before others in order to be seen 
by them, for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 
 
“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be 
praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.  But 
when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is 
doing, so that your alms may be done in secret, and your Father who sees 
in secret will reward you. 
 
“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to 
stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they 
may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.  
But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to 
your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you. 
 
“And whenever you fast, do not look somber, like the hypocrites, for they 
mark their faces to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they 
have received their reward.  But when you fast, put oil on your head and 
wash your face,  so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by 
your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you. 
 
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
consume and where thieves break in and steal, but store up for yourselves 
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treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where 
thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.” 

 
Leader: The Word of God for the people of God 
People: Thanks be to God 

Message  What We’re Made Of 
  Rev. Dave Ledford, Absecon UMC 
 
Invitation to the Observance of Lenten Discipline 
 
Thanksgiving Over the Ashes 
 
Imposition of Ashes  
 
Prayers of Confession 
 
Words of Assurance and Pardon 
 
Offering Ourselves and Our Gifts to God 
 
Offertory  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
 
*Offertory Hymn  Lift High the Cross (verse 1) 
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Hymn   Take My Life and Let it Be 
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Benediction 
 
Postlude  Jesus Christ Be Thou Our Stay J. S. Bach 
 
 
This Lent, I want to give up ________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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