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Can Anything Good 
Come Out of South Jersey? 

January 14, 2024 
 
 

Today’s Lay Reader:  Naamah Leary 
 
 
Welcome   
 
Prelude  Noel Alexandre Guilmant 
 
Call to Worship  
 

Leader: Come!  Come from our sanctuary or from your home.  Come at 
11 AM on Sunday or any time during the week.  Come 
whenever and wherever you are.  Come!  Worship is called in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit! 

People: Good things come to those who listen to God.   
Leader: The voice of God calls to us! Are we listening? 
People: Speak, Lord, your servants are listening. 
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Hymn    Lift Every Voice and Sing 

 
  



Page 3 
 

 
 
  



Page 4 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Almighty God, new things are in the air!  With a new year, show us 
new opportunities.  2023 is past, but 2024 has just begun.  Whether 
we have been or not, help us to be missional in 2024.  Help our love, 
like yours, to be never ending.  Help our missions be fruitful and 
impactful.  What could come out of Absecon UMC this year?  Maybe 
new ministries.  Maybe new disciples.  Maybe even new pastors.  
You are doing a new thing, and we can’t wait to see what it is!  Amen.   

 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Chorus  Let There Be Love 
 

Let there be love shared among us, Let there be love in our eyes. 
May now Your love sweep this nation.  Cause us, O Lord to arise. 
Give us a fresh understanding of brotherly love that is real. 
Let there be love shared among us.  Let there be love. 

 
Senior Choir The King of Love My Shepherd Is Paul Whitaker 
 
Young Disciples Chatting with the Rev 
 
Scripture Lesson John 1:43-51 
 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee.  He found Philip and said to 
him, “Follow me.”  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter.  Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about 
whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote, Jesus son of 
Joseph from Nazareth.”  Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come 
out of Nazareth?”  Philip said to him, “Come and see.”  When Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in 
whom there is no deceit!”  Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to 
know me?”  Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip 
called you.”  Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God!  You are 
the King of Israel!”  Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you 
that I saw you under the fig tree?  You will see greater things than these.”  
And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and 
the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

 
Leader: The Word of God for the people of God 
People: Thanks be to God 
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Message  Can Anything Good 
Come Out of South Jersey? 

 
Offering Ourselves and Our Gifts to God 
 
Offertory  Carillon Leo Sowerby 
 
Doxology Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Him, all creatures here below:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
  Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
Hymn   Let There Be Peace on Earth 
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Benediction 
 
Postlude  Swiss Noel with Variations Louis Claude Daquin 
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