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Palm Sunday 
April 2, 2023 

 
 

Today’s Lay Reader:  Sharon Wilson 
 
 
Welcome   
 
Call to Worship  
 

Leader: Come!  Whoever you are, wherever you are, come!  Now is the time to 
worship. 

People: We come, ready to see all things and all people as God sees 
them. 

Leader: All things and all people have value.  You may feel thrown away.  But 
God says you are precious. 

People: That which others throw away can become the most important 
piece of a puzzle.  

 
Prelude  An Exaltant Alleluia Lani Smith 
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Hymn    Tell Me the Stories of Jesus 
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Opening Prayer 
 

Lord, we give thanks to you.  Your steadfast love endures forever.  
Help us, Lord, to love like you love.  Help us to find the rejected, the 
outcast and the forgotten.  Help us love those who have never been 
loved before.  The world doesn’t always see our value.  But you do.  
Thank you, Lord, for loving us and believing in us when no one else 
would.  Amen.   

 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Hymn  Tell Me the Stories of Jesus 
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Senior Choir Hosanna to the Son of David Michael Barrett 
 
Young Disciples Chatting with the Rev 
 
Scripture Lesson Psalm 118:19-29 
 

Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
    that I may enter through them 
    and give thanks to the Lord. 
 
This is the gate of the Lord; 
    the righteous shall enter through it. 
 
I thank you that you have answered me 
    and have become my salvation. 
The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the chief cornerstone. 
This is the Lord’s doing; 
    it is marvelous in our eyes. 
This is the day that the Lord has made; 
    let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! 
    O Lord, we beseech you, give us success! 
 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    We bless you from the house of the Lord. 
The Lord is God, 
    and he has given us light. 
Bind the festal procession with branches, 
    up to the horns of the altar. 
 
You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 
    you are my God; I will extol you. 
 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever. 
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Leader: The Word of God for the people of God 
People: Thanks be to God 

Message  Finding Jesus, the Rejected Cornerstone 
 
Offering Ourselves and Our Gifts to God 
 
Offertory  Ride On, Ride On in Majesty Jack C. Goode 
 
Offertory Hymn  Lift High the Cross (verse 1) 
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A Service of Word and Table 
 

Please see the Communion Liturgy on page 8 of this document. 

 
Communion Anthem In Remembrance Buryl Red 

 
 
Hymn   Hosanna, Loud Hosanna 
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Benediction 
 
Postlude  Toccata in G Major William Walond 
 
 
 
Violin:  Susan Elsayed 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

Holy Week Schedule: 
o April 6 at 7 PM – Holy Thursday Service Great Hall/Sanctuary 

o April 7 – Good Friday 
 12 Noon – Community Service St. Mark and All Saints 
 12 Noon to 3 PM – The Babcock Chapel will be open for prayer and reflection 

o April 9 – Easter!   
 6:30 AM Sunrise Service Heritage Park Gazebo 
 Our regular Worship schedule with Worship at 9 and 11 
 Sunday School at 9:45 with an Easter Egg Hunt 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license A-731620. 
 

CCLI:  CSPL099122 



 
A Service of Word and Table 

 
Invitation 

 
Pastor: Christ our Lord invites to His table all who love him, who earnestly repent 

of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us 
confess our sin before God and one another. 

 
Confession and Pardon 

 
People: Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved You with our 

whole heart. We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not 
done Your will, we have broken Your law, we have rebelled against 
Your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard 
the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful 
obedience through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Pastor: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that 
proves God's love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are all 
forgiven! 

People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! All: Thanks be to 
God! 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The pastor gives thanks appropriate to the occasion, remembering God's mighty 
acts of salvation, and concludes:  And so, with Your people on earth and all the 
company of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
The people sing their response: 



 

 

 
The pastor continues the Thanksgiving. The institution of the Lord's Supper is 
recalled. The pastor concludes:  And so, in remembrance of these Your mighty 
acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and 



living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery 
of faith: 
 
The people sing their response: 
 

 

 
 
The pastor invokes the present work of the Holy Spirit and then praises the 
Trinity, concluding:  All honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 
 
 
ALL:  Amen! 
 
 
Breaking the Bread 
 
 
Giving the Cup 
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