Sixth Sunday after
Pentecost
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The residents of these United States have lived in relative freedom for 250 years.
But only God knows whether it will last for another 250...or even for another day.

Jesus Christ has risen from death and sits at the right hand of the Father. In him
we have freedoms that earthly government can neither give nor take away: Among
them are freedom from sin, from death, from hell. And Jesus hasn’t only feed us
“from.” He has freed us “to.” To live, to serve, to love, and to proclaim—without fear.

Hymn #870 O Church, Arise
Please stand for the last verse.
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1 O Church, a - rise and put your ar - mor on; hear the
2 Our call to war— to love the cap - tive soul, but to
3 Come see the cross, where love and mer - cy meet, as the
4 So Spir - it come, put strength in  ev - ’ry stride, give__
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call of Christ our cap - tain. For now the weak can say that
rage a-gainst the cap - tor; and with the sword that makes the
Son of God is strick - en; then see his foes lie crushed be -
grace for ev - ’ry hur - dle, that we may run with faith to
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they are strong in the strength that God has giv - en.

wound - ed whole we will fight with faith and wval - or
neath his feet, for the Con - quer - or has ris - en!
win  the prize of a ser - vant good and faith - ful.
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With shield of faith and belt of truth we’ll stand a -
When faced with trials on ev-'ry side, we know the
And as the stone is rolled a - way, and Christ e -
As saints of old still line the way, re - tell - ing
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gainst the dev - il’'s lies; an ar - my bold whose bat - tle
out - come is se - cure, and Christ will have the prize for

merg - es from the grave, this vic - t'ry march con - tin - ues

tri- umphs of his grace, we hear their calls and hun- ger
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cry is love, reach-ing out to those in dark - ness.
which he died— an in - her - it - ance of na - tions.
til  the day ev - ry eye and heart shall see him.
for the day when with Christ we stand in glo - ry.

Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963
Text and tune: © 2005 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712325

In the name of the Father and " of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Confession

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant
us forgiveness.

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and
that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have
done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my
sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy
on me, a sinner.

Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie
Lord Jesus, you were sent to heal the contrite. Lord, have mercy.
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Lord, have mer cy.

Christ Jesus, you came to call sinners. Christ have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you plead for us at the right hand of the Father. Lord have
mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
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Absolution

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only

Son to

be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant

of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and "X of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen

Glori

a! Gloria! Gloria

The minister introduces the refrain. The congregation repeats the refrain and
sings it after each verse.
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Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship
you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Refrain
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated
at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

Refrain
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone

are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of
God the Father. Amen, amen.

Refrain

© 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712325.



Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Lord Jesus Christ, by your victory you have broken the power of the evil
one. Fill our hearts with joy and peace as we look with hope to that day
when every creature in heaven and earth will acclaim you King of kings
and Lord of lords to your unending praise and glory; for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated

First Reading Acts 4:23-31

After Jesus’ ascension, the same people that killed Jesus turned against his
disciples. But Jesus’ disciples knew that the gospel could not be stopped.

30n their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and
reported all that the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 2When
they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God.
“Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens and the earth and
the sea, and everything in them. »You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the
mouth of your servant, our father David:

“ ‘Why do the nations rage
and the peoples plot in vain?
26 The kings of the earth rise up
and the rulers band together
against the Lord
and against his anointed one.’

YIndeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and
the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus,
whom you anointed. **They did what your power and will had decided
beforehand should happen. »Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable
your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 3°Stretch out your
hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of your
holy servant Jesus.”

s'After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 2A You Are My Son

When the most powerful people on earth oppose the LorD, the LORD laughs. The
King of kings is on his throne.

After the minister introduces the refrain, the congregation repeats it and sings it
as indicated. The congregation also sings the “Glory be...”

Refrain
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You are my Son; this day have I be-got-ten you.

Why do the / nations rage?
Why do the peoples / plot in vain?

The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers assemble a- / gainst the LORD
and against his A- / nointed One. Refrain

He who sits in / heaven laughs;
the Lord / scoffs at them.

Then he addresses them in his anger and frightens them with his fury, / saying,
“I have set my King on Zion, my / holy hill.” Refrain

I will declare the / LORD’s decree:
He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- / gotten you.”

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the / Holy Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Text: translation Tune: Thomas Pavlechko
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House (verse text tr.). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712325
Music: © 2004, 2012 Thomas Pavlechko, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712325
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Second Reading 1 Timothy 2:1-4
Paul urges Christians to pray for well-ordered societies where Christians can live
their faith in peace. The goal is that the gospel may be preached and believed.

I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and
thanksgiving be made for all people— *for kings and all those in authority,
that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.
3This is good, and pleases God our Savior, “who wants all people to be
saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand

Gospel John 20:19-23
The risen Jesus gives his disciples the freedom to proclaim law and gospel.

Y0n the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were
together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” *°After he said this,
he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when
they saw the Lord.

2Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am
sending you.” 2And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the
Holy Spirit. 3If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do
not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Please be seated
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Hymn #716 O Christ, Who Called the Twelve

~
1 O Christ, who called the Twelve to rise and fol - low vyou, for-
2 0O Christ, who taught the Twelve the truth for a - ges sealed, whose
3 O Christ, who sent the Twelve on roads they’d nev - er trod to
4 O Christ,th’_a-pos - tles’ Lord, the mar-tyrs’strength and song, the
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sak - ing old, fa - mil - iar ways for ven - tures bold and new:
words and works a - wak-ened faith, the ways of God re - vealed:
serve, to suf - fer, teach, pro-claim the near - er reign of God:
cru - ci - fied and ris - en King to whom the saints be - long:
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grant us to hear your call to risk se-cur -i -ty and,
in - struct us now, we pray, by your em-pow’r-ing Word. True
send us on ways where faith tran-scends ti - mid - i - ty, where
though gen - er - a - tions pass, our trib-ute still we bring, our
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bound in heart and will to vyou, find per - fect lib-er - ty.
teach-er, be for all who seek their light, their life, their Lord.
love in-forms and hope sus-tains both life and min-is - try.

hymns a sac - ri - fice of praise,our lives an of - fer - ing.

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923—2007 Tune: English; adapt. Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852-1930
Text: © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: Onelicense no. 712325
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Sermon Acts 4:23-31
It’s always a good time to proclaim the gospel

After the sermon, please stand for the creed.
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Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please be seated

Prayer of the Church

Page 10



Offering

Living Hope is transitioning to a new giving platform. Online offerings E'Ia [=
may now be given at subsplash.com/u/-MV95PX/give.
[=]

Offerings are one way that our members support our gospel ministry.
Visitors should feel no obligation to contribute.

Offering Prayer

Lord Jesus, you rule over all things at the right hand of your Father for the
good of your church. Use the offerings we bring you for the benefit of your
church, to bring more people into it and to strengthen those who are already
in it by the faithful proclamation of your Word and administration of your
sacraments.

Amen.

The Sacrament

Please stand

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is good and right so to do.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come
together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he
comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Sanctus
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take
and eat; this is my "K body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance
of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink
from it, all of you; this is my " blood of the new covenant, which is poured
out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
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Lamb of God Agnus Dei
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Prince of peace
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King of kings
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world: grant us peace.

Please be seated
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Distribution

A personal preparation for Holy Communion is on page 19.

-

In order to foster spiritual unity (1 Corinthians 10:17) and guard against
spiritual harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-29), Living Hope follows the historic
Christian practice of Close Communion. Confirmed members of Living
Hope and those in fellowship with our Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran
Synod are invited to celebrate the Lord’s Supper with us.

We ask that visitors speak with one of the pastors or ushers before joining
us at the altar.

During the distribution, the congregation sings the hymn on the following page.
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Hymn #662 Draw Near

A u Refrain .
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Draw near, draw near! Take the bod-y of your Lord.
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Draw near, draw near! Drink the blood for you out-poured!
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1 Draw near and take the bod -y of your Lord,
2 Christ our Re-deem - er, God’s e - ter - nal Son,
3 Let us ap-proach with faith - ful hearts sin - cere
4 With heav’n-ly bread he makes the hun - gry whole,
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and drink the ho - ly blood for you out - poured.
has by his cross and blood the vic - try won.
and take the pledg - es of sal - va - tion here.
gives liv - ing wa - ters to the thirst - ing soul.
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Saved by his bod - ¥y and his ho - ly blood,
He gave his life for great - est and for least,
Christ, who in this life all the saints de - fends,
Lord of the na - tions, to whom all must bow,
N 4 [F— L Refrain
-y — i [r— p— T 1

with  souls re-freshed we give our thanks to God.
him - self the of- f’ring and him - self the priest.
gives all be - liev - ers life that nev - er ends.
in this great feast of 1love be with wus now.

Text: Latin, 7th cent., abr; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt. Tune: Steven R. Janco, b. 1961
Tune: © 1992 World Library Publications, a division of GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712325
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Following the distribution, please stand.

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent
your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have
given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament. We also pray that you will
not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that
we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor " and give you peace.

Amen.

Acknowledgments

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International
Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of
Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.
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Hymn #487 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending

N #
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1 Lo! He comes  with clouds de - scend - ing,
2 Ev - 'y eye shall now be - hold him
3 Those  dear to - kens of his pas - sion
4 Yea, a - men, let all a - dore thee
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those who set at naught and sold him,
cause of end - less ex - ul - ta - tion
Sav - ior, take the pow’r and glo - 1y,
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swell the tri - umph of his train:
pierced and nailed him to the tree,
to his ran - somed wor - ship - ers.
claim the king - dom as thine own.
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Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia, al - le -
deep - ly wail - ing, deep - ly wail - ing, deep - ly
With what rap - ture, with what rap - ture, with what
Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia, al - le -
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lu - ial Christ re - wveals his end - less  reign.
wail - ing, shall their true Mes - si - ah see.
rap - ture, gaze we on those glo - rious  scars!
lu - ia! Thou shalt reign, and thou a - lone!
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. Tune: Thomas Olivers, 1725-1799
Silent Prayer

Thank you to Seamus Lacey for playing the postlude today!



Preparation for Holy Communion

What does God tell me about myself in his holy Word?

He says that I am a sinner and deserve only his punishment.

What should I do if I am not aware of my sins or am not troubled by them?

I should examine myself according to the Ten Commandments and ask how well I have
carried out my responsibilities as a husbhand or wife or single person, as a parent or
child, an employer or employee, a teacher or student. Have I loved God with all my
heart, gladly heard his Word, and patiently endured affliction? Have I been disobedient,
proud, or unforgiving? Have I been selfish, envious, or quarrelsome? Have I lied or
deceived, taken something not mine, or given anyone a bad name? Have I abused my
body or permitted indecent thoughts to linger in my mind? Have I failed to do what is
right and good?

When I realize that I have sinned against God and deserve his punishment, what
should I do?

I will confess before God all my sins, those which I remember as well as those of which
I am unaware. I will pray to God for his mercy and forgiveness.

How do I receive his gracious forgiveness?

His Word assures me that Jesus led a pure and holy life for me and died on the cross for
me to pay the full price for all my sins. Through faith in Jesus, I have been clothed in my
Savior’s perfect righteousness and holiness.

What further assurance do I have that Jesus is mine and I am his?

In Holy Communion he gives me his body and blood together with the bread and wine
as a truly life-giving food and drink to unite me with him and my fellow believers. By
means of this sacrament, Jesus not only forgives my sins but sweeps away all my doubts
about his love for me, gives me his own strength to live a God-pleasing life, and grants
me a joyful foretaste of heaven.

How can I be sure that I receive all these blessings in the Lord’s Supper?

I have his own words spoken as his last will and testament on the night before he died.
There he tells me: “Take and eat; this is my body. Drink from it, all of you; this is my
blood which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance
of me.”

How will I respond to this priceless gift from Jesus?

I'will daily thank and praise him for his love for me. With his help I will fight temptation,
do my best to correct whatever wrongs I have done, and serve him and those around me
with love and good works.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the precious
food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as you
remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of kindness
to others. Amen.
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Serving in worship today & next Sunday

Musicians Livestream

Dave MacDonald Saur

Sarah Seifert Seifert

Ushers Offering Caretakers
Mike Saur & Josh Clark Donna Bosma & Morris Hayes
Rob Neeley & Howard Lewis Beverley Henley & Barbara Byrd
Acolyte Mowing

Cora Lacey Curt Roby & Morris Hayes
Jaxson Saur John Pahl

Church Cleaning Service Folders

The Seifert’s Kristine Gill

Clarke/Austin Kristine Gill

After-worship Snacks Assisted-living Leader
The Harrison’s Livestreamed

still needed Phil Nawrocki

Please join us for refreshments after the service. We would love to
get to know you better!

To our guests: Thank you for worshiping with us! We would
appreciate the opportunity to connect with you. Please share
your contact information with us by scanning the code with your
phone or speaking with an usher in the back.

b
LIVI ng HOpe God has given us new

birth into a //z'»/}(/ /%,0@.
LUTHERAN CHURCH -1Peter 1:3

3903 Old Hundred Rd S Pastor Alex Lindemann

pastorlindemann@livinghopewels.com
. . o e s cell: 507-429-8008
Midlothian, Virginia

Pastor Michael Seifert
pastorseifert@livinghopewels.com

LivingHopeWELS.com cell: 804-239-5206

713126



