
What more could have been done for my vineyard 
than I have done for it? 

When I looked for good grapes, 
why did it yield only bad?
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after Pentecost

October 4, 2026
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Hymn #876	 Fight the Good Fight
Please stand for the last verse. 

In the name of the Father and + of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

People may get braver when they realize they are nearing the end. They speak and do 
things they normally wouldn’t say or do, before because they realize there’s nothing 
much to lose.
The message of repentance and forgiveness of sins through Jesus’ death on the 
cross has many powerful enemies. Sometimes those enemies are religious people, 
rebellious spirits, and heretics. Sometimes those enemies are people of this world 
who worship their own personal desires and glory in their shame.
It doesn’t matter how powerful the enemies are. God persists in speaking the truth 
and drawing our eyes to his Son, who is our only help to persevere to the end and 
speak truth, even to the powers of this world.

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811–1875, alt.
Tune: The Methodist Harmonist, New York, 1821

Confession & Absolution
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in 
us.
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If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
	 and will forgive us our sins 
	 and purify us from all unrighteousness.
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
	 I am sinful by nature 
		  and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
	 I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
	 I have not loved others as I should. 
		  I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
	 But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
		  with his innocent suffering and death. 
	 Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only 
Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins 
of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy 	 Kyrie
For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with 
gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love for 
the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear 
our prayer, O Christ.
Christ, have mercy.

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who 
offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and 
keep us in your tender care.
Amen.
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Glory to God in the Highest	 Gloria in Excelsis
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman
© 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712325

The Word
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness, keep us safe from every evil of 
body and soul. Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever pleases 
you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated

First Reading	 Isaiah 5:1–7
The Lord pictures his patient love in a story about the owner of a vineyard.

1I will sing for the one I love
	 a song about his vineyard:
My loved one had a vineyard
	 on a fertile hillside.
2He dug it up and cleared it of stones
	 and planted it with the choicest vines.
He built a watchtower in it
	 and cut out a winepress as well.
Then he looked for a crop of good grapes,
	 but it yielded only bad fruit.
3“Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of Judah,
	 judge between me and my vineyard.
4What more could have been done for my vineyard
	 than I have done for it?
When I looked for good grapes,
	 why did it yield only bad?
5Now I will tell you
	 what I am going to do to my vineyard:
I will take away its hedge,
	 and it will be destroyed;
I will break down its wall,
	 and it will be trampled.
6I will make it a wasteland,
	 neither pruned nor cultivated,
	 and briers and thorns will grow there.
I will command the clouds
	 not to rain on it.”
7The vineyard of the Lord Almighty
	 is the nation of Israel,
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and the people of Judah
	 are the vines he delighted in.
And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed;
	 for righteousness, but heard cries of distress.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 27C	 The LORD Is My Light and My Salvation
The congregation sings each Refrain and the Glory be... in bold print.

Hear my voice when I / call, LORD;
   be merciful to me and / answer me.
Do not hide your / face from me,
   do not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my / helper.
Do not reject me or for- / sake me,
   God my / Savior.                   Refrain

Though my father and mother for- / sake me,
   the LORD will re- / ceive me.
I remain confi- / dent of this:
   I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the / living.
Wait / for the LORD;
   be strong and take heart and wait / for the LORD.

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
   and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.        Refrain
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Gospel Acclamation	 Ephesians 2:10

For we are God’s handiwork, 
	 created in Christ Jesus to do good works.  

Refrain
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712325

Minister

All

Second Reading	 Philippians 3:12–21
God prompts us to respond to his grace by living differently from the enemies of 
the cross of Christ.

12Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my 
goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of 
me. 13Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold 
of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward 
what is ahead, 14I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God 
has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

15All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And 
if on some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. 
16Only let us live up to what we have already attained.

17Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as 
you have us as a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. 18For, as 
I have often told you before and now tell you again even with tears, many 
live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19Their destiny is destruction, their 
god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on 
earthly things. 20But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a 
Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who, by the power that enables 
him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies 
so that they will be like his glorious body. 

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand
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Gospel	 Matthew 21:33–43
Jesus tells the parable of the tenants to call leaders to repentance.

33“Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted 
a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a 
watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and moved to 
another place. 34When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants 
to the tenants to collect his fruit.

35“The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and 
stoned a third. 36Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first 
time, and the tenants treated them the same way. 37Last of all, he sent his 
son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said.

38“But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the 
heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ 39So they took him and 
threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.

40“Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to 
those tenants?”

41“He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he 
will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the 
crop at harvest time.”

42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:
	 “ ‘The stone the builders rejected
		   has become the cornerstone;
	 the Lord has done this,
		   and it is marvelous in our eyes’?

43“Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from 
you and given to a people who will produce its fruit.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Please be seated
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Hymn #862	 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546;  tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.
Tune: Geistliche Lieder zu Wittemberg, Wittenberg, 1543, ed. Joseph Klug

Sermon	 Isaiah 5:1-7

After the sermon, please stand for the creed.
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Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
		  maker of heaven and earth,
		  of all that is,
		  seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
		  eternally begotten of the Father,
		  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
		  begotten, not made,
		  of one being with the Father.
	 Through him all things were made.
	 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
		  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
		  and became truly human.
	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
	 He suffered death and was buried.
	 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
	 He ascended into heaven
		  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
	 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
		  and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
		  the Lord, the giver of life,
		  who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
		  who in unity with the Father and the Son 
			   is worshiped and glorified,
		  who has spoken through the prophets.
	 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead
		  and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please be seated
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Prayer of the Church
Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the 
globe on which we live. You control all things through your Son, who sits 
at your right hand in glory.
Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence.

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our 
confusion, and demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both 
our confidence in your promises and our desire to live according to your 
will.
Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace. 

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from 
scoffers who sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world 
from all forms of hate and persecution.
Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy.

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare 
for future days. Help them distinguish between what is passing and what 
is eternal, between instant thrills and lasting joy. Encourage more young 
people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the gospel.
Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.   

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional 
pain and all who are afflicted by disease or facing death. [special petitions 
may be included]. Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort 
the mourners who miss someone they loved.
Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we 
can.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer 
us. Give us patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send 
them. In your love and wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take 
us to be with you forever.
Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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Offering
Living Hope is transitioning to a new giving platform. Online offerings may now be 
given at subsplash.com/u/-MV95PX/give. 
Offerings are one way that our members support our gospel ministry. 
Visitors should feel no obligation to contribute.

Offering Prayer 

Lord Jesus, you are returning soon. We trust your divine patience and 
timing. Instill in us the eagerness to daily hear your patient call of grace. 
Then bless us to respond to your gospel proclamation by urgently seeking 
the lost, lonely, and hurting, whether by our own efforts or our support of 
others. Use these offerings and all else for such glorious work.
Amen. 

The Sacrament
Please stand

The Lord be with you.

Lift up your hearts.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come 
together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he 
comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy	 Sanctus

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712325

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you 
made us the crown of your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. 
In grace you sent your Son to redeem us from sin.
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We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, 
became flesh and made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed 
himself under law to redeem those under law, that he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed death and 
has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.
Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive 
our sins, increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our 
longing for the day when Christ will welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise 
and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God our Father, and to your 
Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
	 forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 
and eat; this is my + body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
from it, all of you; this is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured 
out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Lamb of God	 Agnus Dei

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman
© 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712325

Please be seated

Distribution
The congregation sings the hymn on page 18 during the distribution.
A personal preparation for Holy Communion is on page 21.

In order to foster spiritual unity (1 Corinthians 10:17) and guard against 
spiritual harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-29), Living Hope follows the historic 
Christian practice of Close Communion. Confirmed members of Living 
Hope and those in fellowship with our Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod are invited to celebrate the Lord’s Supper with us.

We ask that visitors speak with one of the pastors or ushers before joining 
us at the altar.
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Hymn #889	 Jerusalem the Golden
The congregation sings the hymn during the distribution.

Text: Bernard of Cluny, 12th cent., abr.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt.
Tune: Gustav Holst, 1874–1934

Following the distribution, please stand.
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent 
your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have 
given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament. We also pray that you will 
not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that 
we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor + and give you peace.
Amen.



Page 19 

Hymn #853	 I’m But a Stranger Here

Text: Thomas R. Taylor, 1807–1835, abr. Tune: Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842–1900

Silent Prayer

Acknowledgments
Setting Three from Christian Worship 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International 
Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of 
Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House.

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House.

Psalm 27C The Lord Is My Light and My Salvation
Tune: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712325

Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712325

We thank Jon Krueger (trumpet) for playing in worship today!
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Gathering around God’s Word
Sunday School

Today: Solomon’s Wisdom. Getting any wish you want sounds too good 
to be true. But when God offers a young king whatever he asked for, 
Solomon asked for wisdom to lead God’s people. God honored Solomon’s 
request that brought God glory.
Next Sunday: Elijah and the prophets of Baal. Israel can’t decide 
between Baal and the Lord, so God settles it with fire on Mount Carmel. 
When the world leaves us unsure what to believe, Jesus shows us how 
much God cares for you to ever remain silent.

Bible Class
Today: Joel. What is real repentance? God’s prophet warned that 
judgment was coming and called God’s people to rend their hearts, not 
their garments, because it is the real prize God desires.
Next Sunday: Amos. Is there a problem with prosperity? Rich, comfortable, 
and religious. Yet God warned Israel of a coming famine: not of food, but 
of hearing his Word. When full lives leave hungry hearts, Jesus feeds us 
with the Word that gives life.

Midweek Bible Study - Israel: Where Jesus Walked
Wednesdays through October; 7:45pm. In-person and online. 
Nazareth, the Sea of Galilee, fishermen called, a storm calmed, five 
thousand fed. We study the biblical locations to treasure the faith we’ve 
been given in the Son of Man, who walked those shores on his way to the 
cross for us.

Scan the QR code to register, listen to past classes, or view course 
material.
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This week at Living Hope
Today
	 10am	 Refreshments
	 10:30am	 Sunday School + Adult Bible class

Monday
	 8pm	 Bible Reading Discussion - Zoom 

Tuesday
	 1:30pm	 Assisted-living Service at Brandermill Woods
	 5:30pm	 Youth Catechism Class

Wednesday
	 7pm	 Church Council Meeting
	 7:45pm	 Israel: Where Jesus Walked	 In-person + Online

Next Sunday
	 9am	 Worship
	 9am 	 Assisted Living Services Livestreamed
	 10am	 Refreshments
	 10:30am	 Sunday School + Bible Class

Announcements
Voters Meeting Outcomes
On Sunday, September 27, the voters of Living Hope passed the following 
resolution:

"The Church Council and the BPMEC request the Voters to approve the 
funding of an additional $15,000 of pre-construction expenditures for 
State-required Special Inspections Services and legal review."

The committee didn’t wait long to get moving. Since Sunday, they have 
begun engaging lenders about construction financing and gathering the 
paperwork lenders require. On Thursday evening, the BPMEC met to work 
toward its recommendation for a general contractor. They will continue to 
refine it before it goes to the Church Council on October 7, and on to the 
Voters at a later date.
If you haven’t read through the printed BPMEC update yet, please take the 
time to read it and see where the project stands and what’s still 
ahead. If you couldn’t be there Sunday, you can also watch the 
full meeting. Scan the QR code to view either one.
Please keep this project and the BPMEC members in your prayers, that this 
building would serve the proclamation of Christ crucified for many years 
to come.
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Have you heard?
Living Hope is upgrading how we communicate. Download our 
app or visit our rennovated website. Here’s some of what you’ll 
find:
•	 Current and past sermons and Bible studies, and file notes for yourself
•	 Our current Bible reading plan, or a place to follow your own
•	 Giving, and a way to manage your gifts to Living Hope
•	 Messaging, so you can introduce yourself to others at Living Hope or 

make plans to get together
•	 News about our work together with our synod

What we plan to use it for:
•	 Coordinating our weekly service groups (cleaning, refreshments, + more)
•	 Sharing photos of Living Hope, both its building and its people
•	 Signing up and staying current for events, both on and off campus

Much work has been poured into this project. It is a blessing to our 
congregation that even more work can be dedicated to reaching more 
people with God’s Word, more often.

Are you gifted in website and graphic design?
Do you have ideas of how to improve our communication?
We want to hear from you. A volunteer position is ready to be filled. 
Candidates should reach out to Pastor Lindemann for more information.
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Preparation for Holy Communion
What does God tell me about myself in his holy Word?
He says that I am a sinner and deserve only his punishment.

What should I do if I am not aware of my sins or am not troubled by them?
I should examine myself according to the Ten Commandments and ask how well I have 
carried out my responsibilities as a husband or wife or single person, as a parent or 
child, an employer or employee, a teacher or student. Have I loved God with all my 
heart, gladly heard his Word, and patiently endured affliction? Have I been disobedient, 
proud, or unforgiving? Have I been selfish, envious, or quarrelsome? Have I lied or 
deceived, taken something not mine, or given anyone a bad name? Have I abused my 
body or permitted indecent thoughts to linger in my mind? Have I failed to do what is 
right and good?

When I realize that I have sinned against God and deserve his punishment, what 
should I do?
I will confess before God all my sins, those which I remember as well as those of which 
I am unaware. I will pray to God for his mercy and forgiveness.

How do I receive his gracious forgiveness?
His Word assures me that Jesus led a pure and holy life for me and died on the cross for 
me to pay the full price for all my sins. Through faith in Jesus, I have been clothed in my 
Savior’s perfect righteousness and holiness.

What further assurance do I have that Jesus is mine and I am his?
In Holy Communion he gives me his body and blood together with the bread and wine 
as a truly life-giving food and drink to unite me with him and my fellow believers. By 
means of this sacrament, Jesus not only forgives my sins but sweeps away all my doubts 
about his love for me, gives me his own strength to live a God-pleasing life, and grants 
me a joyful foretaste of heaven.

How can I be sure that I receive all these blessings in the Lord’s Supper?
I have his own words spoken as his last will and testament on the night before he died. 
There he tells me: “Take and eat; this is my body. Drink from it, all of you; this is my 
blood which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance 
of me.”

How will I respond to this priceless gift from Jesus?
I will daily thank and praise him for his love for me. With his help I will fight temptation, 
do my best to correct whatever wrongs I have done, and serve him and those around me 
with love and good works.

Prayer
Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the precious 
food of your life-giving body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as you 
remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of kindness 
to others. Amen.
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To our guests: Thank you for worshiping with us! We would 
appreciate the opportunity to connect with you. Please share 

your contact information with us by scanning the code with your 
phone or speaking with an usher in the back.

Serving in worship today & next Sunday

Please join us for refreshments after the service. We would love to 
get to know you better!

Musicians
Sarah Seifert
Morris Hayes

Ushers
Morris Hayes & Mike Saur
Howard Lewis & Wyatt Saur

Acolyte
Ella Lacey
Tishann Charles

Church Cleaning
Seiferts
still needed

After-worship Snacks
Llewellyn
Lawrence

Livestream
Lacey
Saur

Offering Caretakers
Beverley Henley & Barbara Byrd
Donna Bosma & Morris Hayes

Mowing
Brian Lacey & Kyle Rathje
Curt Roby & Morris Hayes

Assisted-living Leader
Phil Nawrocki
Livestreamed


