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Why have(n’t) you read the Book of the Twelve!

Write down 2 goals you have in
attending + studying with this class.







“No, no, we are not
satisfied, and we will
not be satisfied until
‘justice rolls down like

waters, and
righteousness like a
mighty stream.””

Amos 5:24




* Riding of the
donkey

* 30 pieces of silver

* Look on him who
they’ve pierced

* Strike the
shepherd, sheep
scatter

The book of Zechariah is quoted in the gospels six
(6) times, second only to the Psalms.



The number of words in the shortest Old
Testament Book (Obadiah).

WHAT IS...
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WHAT ISTHE “BOOK OF THE TWELVE™?

Hosea

Malachi




This is the number of literary categories the Old
Testament is traditionally divided in to...
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WHAT IS THE
“BOOK OF THE TWELVE’?

0 HNOS

m A single scroll — a single book

wn
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= “Minor” prophets = shorter,
not less important

o
o
m
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-<

® One bigger story-




ONE BIGGER STORY

" Act | :Warning (Hosea through Zephaniah, roughly) God's people, Israel and

Judah, have broken the covenant. Idols worshipped, the poor oppressed, rank (but
“polished”) unfaithfulness. Prophet after prophet warns: judgment is coming; turn back.

m Act 2: Judgment. That judgment does come.The northern kingdom falls to Assyria.

Later, Judah falls to Babylon.The nations around Israel get judged too. God isn't just Israel's
God, He's judging everybody's sin.

= Act 3: Hope and Rebuilding (Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi) A remnant

returns from exile. These last three books are about rebuilding — rebuilding the temple,
rebuilding the community, rebuilding faith. But it ends with a problem: things aren't fully fixed.
The last verses of Malachi look forward to someone still to come.

The Old Testament ends with _



The approximate number of years from first minor
prophet to the last (Obadiah = Malachi)

WHAT IS...

4257




The twelve in sequence

Obadiah
Joel
Jonah
Amos
Hosea
Micah
Nahum
Zephaniah
Habakkuk
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

m— Ministry
mmmmm Date disputed

ASSYRIA BABYLON PERSIA
722 Samaria falls 612 Nineveh falls 538 The return
586 Jerusalem falls
c. 845
2222271 ¢.835-800
m— /30-760
. 7/60-750
I 755715
—— /35-700
—— 50-620
. 640-625
= 610-600
® 520
- 520-518
c.435-420 ==
850 800 750 700 650 600 550 500 450 400 BC



The books in canonical order

BOOK TRADITIONAL DATE ORDER IN TIME POWER IN THE LAND
Hosea c. 755-715 BC 5 Assyria
Joel c. 835-800 BC | 2 Assyria
Amos c. 760-750 BC 4 Assyria
Obadiah c. 845 BC 1 Assyria
Jonah c. 780-760 BC 3 Assyria
Micah c. 735-700 BC 6 Assyria
Nahum c. 650-620 BC 7 Assyria
Habakkuk c. 610-600 BC 9 Babylon
Zephaniah  c. 640-625BC 8 Assyria
Haggai 520 BC 10 Persia
Zechariah ~ 520-518 BC | 11 Persia
Malachi c. 435-420 BC 12 Persia



The dates of the “falls”

Israel to Assyria (722 BC)
Judah to Babylon (586 BC)

WHAT IS (ARE?) .« « «

722 & 586!
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| 2 Kings 24-2
| Babylonian Captivity of Judah

586 BC
» -

e
Persian

Gulf

——> Judeans are exiled to Babylon U\lt

’ Judean community in Babylon

T R >

THE KINGS & PROPHETS OF ISRAEL & JUDAH

SAUL - 1051-1011 LENGTH OF REIGN
1549-31 SAMUEL
ISH-BOSHETH « 1006-1004
(CLAIMED REIGN OVER ALL ISRAEL EX(H;T slkll;tﬂ . GOOD KING
DAVID + 1011-971 IBAD KING
1SA16-1KI 2:10 .EVll KING

[ PROPHET TO SOUTHERN KINGDOM
NATHAN I PROPHET TO NORTHERN KINGDOM

SOLOMON -« 971-931
TKI1-11:41

1K1 11:26-14:20
2 CH 10:2-16, 13:1-20

1K1 15:25-32

REHOBOAM -« 931-913
ABUJAH + 913-911 &—+—

1K 14:21-31
1KI15:1-8

AHUAH 930-910 - JEROBOAM

SHEMAIAH

———9 910-909 *+ NADAB

I—~909-886 * BAASHA
886-885 « ELAH
———%885-885 « ZIMRI
[ 885-880 - TIBN

I —
THRONE CONTESTED
B 885374 - omRI—

874-853 + AHAB

1KI15:27-34
1Kl 16:8-14
1KI'16:15-20
1K16:21-22

1KI'16:15-28

ASA - 911-870 1K15:9-24

MICAIAH
JEHOSHAPHAT + 872-848 1K122:2-50 ELLAH
BEGAN TO RULE WHILE HIS FATHER WAS KING

JEHORAM -« 853-841 2K18:16-24

1KI'16:20-22:40

1K122:51-53, 2KI1 ————= 853-852 * AHAZIAH

AHAZIAH - 841-841 o— 2Kl 82529 o Dot
ATHALIAH - 841-835 e—ll 2K 11121 7K 31-3 852-841 * JORAM
2K9-10 841-814 » JEHU
JOASH - 835-796 212
2K113:1-9 .—~ 814-798 + JEHOAHAZ
— AMAZIAH + 796-767>—I 2K 412 2K113:10-13 .—c 798-782 + JEHOASH
|
WAS HELD CAPTIVE DURING THE LAST YEARS FATHER & SON RULING TOGETHER FOR SOME YEARS?
F HIS REIGN |
OF HiS RElG 2 K1 14:23-29 793-753 + JEROBOAM II
UZZIAH « 792-740 ;f' '25’]'7
e pHISHY T g 753-752 + ZECHARIAH
DURING THE LAST YEARS OF HIS REIGN HE 2R5 16 T . Al
WAS EXCLUDED FROM PUBLIC LIFE BECAUSE OF LEPROSY 2K115:23-26 ===——0 742-740 + PEKAHIAH
JOTHAM - 750-732 o—. 2K115:32-38 2152731 752-732 + PEKAH
AHAZ - 735-716»—. 216 2 + HOSHEA
OLLOWED ONE RULER
01| 0WED ANOTHER
HEZEKIAH + 729-687 2K118-20
TAKEN INTO
ASSYRIAN CAPTIVITY
MANASSEH 697-643-—I 241 21:118
AMON - 643-641 &—=— 2| 21:19-2% 586
HABAKKUK
JOSIAH - 641-609 2K 22-23:30 ZEPHANIAH TAKEN INTO
BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY
JEHOAHAZ + 609-609 o—— 2Kl 2331-35 LI
JEHOIAKIM ¢ 609-598 2K 23:36-24:6 EZEKIEL
JEHOIACHIN « 598-597 o——— 2l 24:-17
ZEDEKIAH + 597-586 2K 24:18-25:7

and Media

——P Foreign peoples are resettled
in Israel

Mediterranean

Sea

ARABIAN DESERT



Medilerrane

204

HOSEA
Ssvorta ~ the Narthen

oo ahe Movthern Avgasss
W, bavtetine b anrevovesd

AMOS
Bethed — the Novtler s
Hephon

froey Todoa, & villgy o Akt

an

TR
JONAH B NAHUM
| erth-cust, beyeod ths (ap

Sooe Corh-bepher do Zebudsn vkl
Koouty, kacaddon sodma s (Naan)

b |

ety copital of Assavia — far te the >

AMMON
JERUSALEM & JUDAH

JoEL tudats b derusabien
Oove Asdal. asasr Ahay — oive bood aloes (o sy
MICAH ATndeT A taruri
e MovesOedh O, @ nliage b At
ZEPHANIAY henader.
trown Aadab of o roncal Kow of Tieankiak
HABAKKUK herunden
Oove Aadal = Al Dortetoms & God rovondad
HAGGAI Jerumders, alier Lhe ek
trove s Meopiaciat extie retumiad 20 Astad
ZECHAKIAH Moruaders, Al the wcie
(rooe @ peveadly faawly cnlad m Ao
MALACHT Jerumsders, ity the ek

MOAS

frovw Sadlah — natbiyy ede & recovand of kim

QOBRADIAH

Edoen — nouth-cae of the Dead Sea
SO WL = ANy W racassivnd of
A



UNIFYING THEMES

God takes sin seriously. Idolatry, injustice, apathy,
empty worship.

"The Day of the LORD.” A coming day when
God sets things right, through judgment and rescue.

God cares about the poor and the oppressed. f/(/
God's mercy (and judgment) reaches S
beyond Israel. Jonah & the Ninevites.

A remnant always survives. In his grace, God
always preserves a faithful few.

Restoration is coming. Every single book that
pronounces judgment also holds out hope.




* Who God is DOES NOT CHANGE.
« POINT DIRECTLY to JESUS
« THEWAITING isn’t over

SO WHAT? ...TODAY




Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

How forgiving is God?

What is real repentance!

Is there a problem with prosperity!?
Does God have my back!?

Is correct doctrine enough?
Who is like the Lord?

Can God be mocked?

Why isn’t God fair?

What will the Last Day be like!?
What does God want from me!?
Has God forgotten me?

One last message from God...






From Obadiah to Nahum

Disputed Major prophet

ASSYRIA BABYLON
722 Samaria falls 612 Nineveh falls
Obadiah ) c. 845
Joel Lo €. 835-800
Jonah —— /30-760
Amos . 760-750
Hosea I /55715
[saiah [ | 740-680
Micah I /35-700
Nahum I G50-62(
850 800 750 700 650 600 BC

Traditional dating



Zephaniah and Habakkuk

The Twelve Major prophet

ASSYRIA BABYLON PERSIA
612 Nineveh falls 586 Jerusalem falls 539 Babylon falls
Zephaniah I (10-625
Jeremiah l | 627-580

Habakkuk —— G10-600

Daniel 605-530 |

Ezekiel | 593-571

650 625 600 575 550 525 BC

Traditional dating



Haggai to Malachi

Ministry = ===== Disputed extent

PERSIA
538 The return 458 Ezra
516 Temple completed 445 Nehemiah
Haggai ® 520
Zechariah ittt 520-518, some to c. 480
Malachi C. 435-420 NE——
525 500 475 450 425 BC

Haggai and Zechariah date their own oracles to the second year of Darius. Malachi carries no date of its own; the traditional reckoning places it about

eighty years later, in the years around Nehemiah.

Traditional dating



	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Why have(n’t) you read the Book of the Twelve?
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: What is… דָּבָר 292?
	Slide 7: What is the “Book of the Twelve”?
	Slide 8: 5
	Slide 9: What is the   “Book of the Twelve”?
	Slide 10: One Bigger Story 
	Slide 11: What is… 425?
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: What is (Are?)… 722 & 586?
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: Unifying Themes
	Slide 18: So what? …today
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23

