


If you were to ask God one 
question, what would it be, 

and why?



Skepticism: “I’d believe in 
God if there were any 

shred of evidence.”



• Premodern Modern Postmodern

• Modernists – doubt everything

• Philosophers (Hume) – If you can’t measure 
it, count it, experiment on it, or prove it is 
true or false, then it’s all just fancy words and 
isn’t real. 

• Radical skepticism = atheism 

• NOT healthy skepticism, but rather a radical 
hyper-skepticism that refuses reasonable 
evidence and demands proof beyond a 
possible doubt.



• How much of the Bible includes things can cannot 
be measured, counted, or physically 
experimented on?

• How do we respond?

• Hyper-skeptics can sound like the cool voice of 
reason. “Are you sure?”

• But if our children swallow the lie of radical 
skepticism, none of our answers will be 
considered valid. There is no answer that will 
satisfy someone who is determined to be 
skeptical. 



Old Atheists vs. New Atheists 

Atheist 

There is no 
God.  

Christian 

There is a 
God. 

(New) 
Atheist 

I lack God 
belief.

Christian 

You don’t 
lack God 
belief.

(New) 
Atheist 

I lack God 
belief.

Christian 

There is a 
God. 



Recognize 
the 
Message

If you can’t know everything for sure, you 
can’t know anything for sure.

Religion is child abuse.

Man is not just equal to God; he’s better.

Belief in God is some sort of wish-
fulfillment, akin to believing in Santa Claus. 

Religion keeps people from asking 
questions.



Offer 
Discernment

Healthy skepticism is 
what we are aiming 
for!

But a demand to know 
everything isn’t 
healthy. 



Argue for a 
Healthier 
Approach 

• Healthy skepticism and critical thinking 
should be welcomed in the church.
• 1 Thessalonians 5:21

• Acts 17

• Our children need to see that our faith can 
withstand questions.

• We want to give our kids tactics for how they 
can examine what’s being told to them and 
to engage in their own critical thinking.



Proof of 
Authenticity 

• Historians determine authenticity of historical 
documents by comparing two things
• The number of manuscripts recovered
• The time gap between the original 

autographs and the copies

• “If you were to stack the ancient documents that 
have survived to this day for an average classical 
writer, it would stand about four feet high. If you 
were to stack the recovered manuscripts of the 
New Testament, it would stand about 5,280 feet 
high.”
• 24,000 ancient New Testament documents
• 2nd place – the Iliad at 1,900 copies
• 3rd place – Herodotus's History at 106 copies

• Time gap – The New Testament is measured in 
years or decades while all other ancient 
literature is measured in hundreds of years. 



If you dismiss the New 
Testament as being 

unreliable, you have to 
dismiss all ancient 

documents. 



Reinforce 
Through 
Discussion, 
Discipleship, 
and Prayer

• Questions are good. Enough unanswered 
questions or poorly answered questions leads to 
doubt. Doubt, when left to solidify, becomes 
unbelief which is really, really, hard to recover.

• Encourage your kids to ask questions. Be ready 
for them to ask.

• Introduce questions to your kids that you 
already have answers for. But don’t share the 
answers too quickly. 



Healthy vs. Unhealthy Skepticism
Describe the differences. Why should we 
encourage our children to have healthy 

skepticism? How can we tell when skepticism 
has turned unhealthy?



Claim Faith or Evidence

The Bible was reliably transmitted.

Believers are going to heaven.

Jesus was a real person who lived, died, and rose again.

Jesus’ death means that we have eternal life.

The only true knowledge is that which can be tested 
using the scientific method.

God is good.








