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5-Day Bible Reading Plan and Devotional Guide 
## Theme: Faith Over Works -- The Freedom Found in Christ Alone 
 
Day 1: The Only Way 
 
Reading: John 14:1-6 
 
Devotional: Jesus declared Himself to be the exclusive path to the Father -- not one option 
among many, but the only way. Religion, tradition, and moral effort can feel like solid ground, but 
they are roads that lead nowhere. The Jews in Paul's day were sincere in their pursuit of God, 
yet sincerity without truth is still lostness. Ask yourself honestly: is your confidence before God 
resting on what Jesus did, or on what you do? Salvation is not a ladder you climb. It is a gift you 
receive. Rest today in the finished work of Christ alone. 
 
Reflection Question: What am I trusting in for my standing before God -- my efforts or His 
grace? 
 
Practical Application: Write down one area of your life where you have been striving to earn 
God's approval. Surrender it to Him in prayer today. 
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Day 2: Faith That Moves 
 
Reading: Hebrews 11:1-7 
 
Devotional: Noah had never seen rain. The concept of a flood was beyond his experience or 
understanding. Yet he built. For decades he labored, not to earn salvation, but because he knew 
God and trusted His word completely. His works were the overflow of his faith, not the 
foundation of it. This is the pattern God calls every believer to follow. Your service, your giving, 
your devotion -- none of it earns you a place before God. All of it flows from the place you 
already hold because of Jesus. Build faithfully today, not to be accepted, but because you 
already are. 
 
Reflection Question: Are my actions driven by a desire to earn God's favor or by gratitude for 
the favor I have already received? 
 
Practical Application: Identify one act of service or obedience you can do today purely out of 
love for God, with no expectation of spiritual credit. 
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Day 3: The Danger of Religion Without Christ 
 
Reading: Romans 9:30-10:4 
 
Devotional: Israel pursued righteousness with tremendous zeal. They were disciplined, devoted, 
and deeply religious. Yet Paul says they missed it entirely because they sought righteousness 
through works rather than through faith. Their religion became a stumbling block rather than a 
bridge. The same danger exists today. A person can attend church faithfully, serve consistently, 
and give generously while still never truly surrendering to Jesus. God is not impressed by 
religious activity. He looks at the heart. He looks for faith. He looks for the one who says, "I 
cannot save myself -- only You can." Is that your posture before Him today? 
 
Reflection Question: Is there any religious habit or church activity I am depending on for my 
salvation rather than depending on Christ? 
 
Practical Application: Spend time in honest prayer, asking God to reveal any religious substitute 
that has taken the place of genuine faith in your life. 
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Day 4: Godly Sorrow and True Repentance 
 
Reading: 2 Corinthians 7:8-11 
 
Devotional: There is a world of difference between being sorry you sinned and being sorry you 
got caught. Worldly sorrow is self-centered -- it mourns consequences, not the broken 
relationship with God. Godly sorrow runs deeper. It recognizes that sin is first and foremost an 
offense against a holy and loving God. It breaks the heart not because life became harder, but 
because God's heart was grieved. This kind of sorrow does not lead to despair -- it leads to 
repentance, and repentance leads to life. If the Holy Spirit is convicting you today, do not resist 
it. That conviction is mercy reaching toward you. 
 
Reflection Question: When I am grieved over sin in my life, am I more troubled by the 
consequences I face or by the relationship with God that was damaged? 
 
Practical Application: Take a moment to confess a specific sin before God today, focusing not on 
the consequences but on the relational breach it caused, and receive His forgiveness through 
Christ. 
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Day 5: Christ Is Enough 
 
Reading: Galatians 2:16-21 and Galatians 5:1-4 
 
Devotional: Paul's words are sobering -- if you pursue justification through works, Christ 
becomes of no effect to you. That is not a minor theological footnote. That is a warning about 
eternity. Christ did not come to supplement your efforts. He came to replace them entirely as the 
basis of your standing before God. The moment you add your works to His finished work as a 
means of salvation, you have rejected the grace that saves. But when faith in Christ alone is 
your foundation, you are free -- free from striving, free from condemnation, free to love and 
serve from a place of security rather than fear. He is enough. He has always been enough. 
 
Reflection Question: In what ways am I tempted to add something to Christ's work as if it were 
not sufficient for my salvation? 
 
Practical Application: Memorize or meditate on Galatians 2:16 this week. Each time you feel the 
pull toward earning God's approval, return to that truth and declare that Christ alone is your 
righteousness. 
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