
Sunday, November 8  
Re-launch: Engage  
Intentional Faith Development & Passionate Worship 
Text: Matthew 25:1-13 
 

“We  promise to support the Reynoldsburg United Methodist Church by intentionally developing our faith, 
passionately worshipping God together, being extravagantly generous, engaging in risk-taking mission and 

service, practicing radical hospitality and sharing a contagious faith.” 
 
We have arrived at a time where the future of RUMC is being written and determined now.  We believe there 
are 6 things that will keep our church alive and well and ready to thrive into what God’s next is for us.  This 
week we will focus on two of those: intentional faith development and passionate worship.  
 
As we think about and get in touch with both a personal as well as a corporate re-launch we have to ask 
ourselves a very important question…a question that these women who were waiting on the arrival of Jesus 
had to answer…is it worth it?  Is it worth doing what is necessary while planning ahead in order for Jesus to 
arrive?  Is it worth it to hold on to and prioritize worship and faith development?   
 
We are in a pivotal moment for our church…is it worth it for you to re-launch your connection to RUMC 
through passionate worship and intentional faith development so that when Jesus arrives we aren’t shocked 
or surprised because we were ready and expecting it?  This is a personal question that demands a personal 
answer and a personal commitment to worship and faith development. 
 
The Parable of the 10 Virgins helps us to look at this. 
Matthew 25:1-5 
"At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the 
bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not 
take any oil with them. 4 The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a 
long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.  
 
As we look at and consider this parable we find that what determines the wise and the foolish is based on who 
is prepared and ready in all circumstances. While all of them were initially prepared, only half of them were 
prepared completely.  
 
What does it mean to you to be prepared? 
Do you think when it comes to our faith development that we take it seriously? Do we see the need to be 
prepared?  If not, why not? 
How might we prepare ourselves when it comes to our faith development?  
 
Matthew 25:6 
6 "At midnight the cry rang out: 'Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!'  
 
The arrival of the bridegroom was something to be celebrated; it was a time of excitement. 
Passionate worship ought to be a time when we anticipate being in the presence of Jesus.  
 



Do you think when it comes to worship that it is something we are passionate about or do we tend to just go 
through the motions? 
Do you think when we worship we do it with an eager expectation of being in the presence of Jesus? 
How might we prepare ourselves when it comes to passionate worship? 
 
Matthew 25:7-13 
7 "Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, 'Give us some 
of your oil; our lamps are going out.'  
9 "'No,' they replied, 'there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy 
some for yourselves.'  
10 "But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready 
went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.  
11 "Later the others also came. 'Sir! Sir!' they said. 'Open the door for us!'  
12 "But he replied, 'I tell you the truth, I don't know you.'  
13 "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 
 
This parable speaks to us about the need to be prepared for Jesus return. To some it might seem to be a bit 
harsh as five of the virgins were not prepared and as a result missed the wedding banquet as they were off 
getting more oil for their lamps, but there is a lesson to be learned here. 
 
What might we learn from this parable about being prepared for Jesus return? 
Do you think we live our daily lives with the expectation of His return? If not, why not?  
What role do intentional faith development and passionate worship play in our preparation?  
 
 
 
Jesus is telling us and letting us know…it will be a while, be prepared, get ready because I am arriving when 
you least expect it…how you prepare is based on how well you know Jesus. Two of the ways we do this is 
through intentional faith development and passionate worship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday, November 15 
Re-launch: Commit 
Extravagant Generosity and Risk-Taking Mission 
Text: Matthew 25:14-30 
 

“We  promise to support the Reynoldsburg United Methodist Church by intentionally developing our faith, 
passionately worshipping God together, being extravagantly generous, engaging in risk-taking mission and 

service, practicing radical hospitality and sharing a contagious faith.” 
 
We are at a time where the future of RUMC is being written and determined.  We believe there are 6 things 
that will keep our church alive and well and ready to thrive into what God’s next is for us.  Last week we 
focused on intentional faith development and passionate worship. This week we come to look at, consider 
and get in touch with extravagant generosity and risk-taking mission and service. 
 
As we consider a re-launch, both personally and as the church, we have an opportunity to determine what 
RUMC looks like in the future based upon our commitment and decisions today.  This parable challenges us to 
see that we all have talents and gifts that Jesus gives.  The call is for us to be willing to take a risk and share. 
What we need to understand is that how we view Jesus determines just how risky we are willing to be. 
 
What does extravagant generosity mean to you?   
What does risk-taking mission mean to you? 
What role does our view of Jesus play in these two? 
 
A look at the Parable of the Talents: 
Matthew 25:14-18 
"Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them. 
15 To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according 
to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16 The man who had received the five talents went at once and 
put his money to work and gained five more. 17 So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. 18 
But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money.  
 
Just like the man preparing to go on a journey, Jesus trusts us with the gifts, talents and treasures we possess.  
Do you think we understand this and live our lives as though we do? If not, why not? 
Does taking a risk, stepping out in faith, with your finances, your possessions, your talents frighten you or 
excite you?   
Do you think that it is more of a risk to not take the risk? Why or why not? 
Which of these servants can you relate to most? 
 
Matthew 25:19-30 
19 "After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. 20 The man 
who had received the five talents brought the other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with five 
talents. See, I have gained five more.' 21 "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You 
have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's 
happiness!' 22 "The man with the two talents also came. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with two 
talents; see, I have gained two more.' 23 "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You 
have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's 



happiness!' 24 "Then the man who had received the one talent came. 'Master,' he said, 'I knew that you are 
a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 So I 
was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.'  
26 "His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and 
gather where I have not scattered seed? 27 Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the 
bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest. 28 "'Take the talent from him 
and give it to the one who has the ten talents. 29 For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have 
an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 30 And throw that 
worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'   
 
The servants who invested what the Master gave them were rewarded. They were willing to take the risk and 
as a result experienced both reward and blessing. The servant who buried the treasure allowed his fear to 
define his relationship with the Master as well as his life. He missed a wonderful opportunity given to him. 
 
How often do we allow fear to hold us back, especially when it comes to extravagant generosity with the 
finances and possessions that God has blessed us with? 
How often do we allow fear to hold us back from engaging in risk-taking mission – reaching out to those in 
need – sharing our faith with another? 
How often do we miss the joy, the blessings that God has for us simply because we hold back? 
Why do you think we allow fear to have such a strong hold on us when Jesus tells us 365 times “Fear not?” 
 
 
What next steps do you need to take to exercise extravagant generosity? 
What next steps do you need to take be in risk-taking mission? 
What needs to happen in your life in order to fully re-launch your commitment to Christ and the Church? 
 
 
  



Sunday, November 22 
Re-launch: Connect 
Radical Hospitality and Contagious faith Sharing 
Text: Matthew 25:31-46 
 

We promise to support the Reynoldsburg United Methodist Church and support it by intentionally 
developing our faith, passionately worshipping God together, being extravagantly generous, engaging in 

risk-taking mission and service, practicing radical hospitality, and sharing a contagious faith. 
 
RUMC has been a church, a group of people who love and serve Jesus, since 1835…that’s getting close to 200 
years. While church growth strategies have been around for generations, there seems to be one that Jesus 
recognizes and believes can be so impactful and it is found in this parable.   
 
We have been looking at the six things that will keep our church alive and well and ready to thrive into what 
God’s next is for us. This week as we look at the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats we will focus on the final 
two: radical hospitality and contagious faith sharing.   
 
How would you define radical hospitality? 
How would you define contagious faith sharing? 
 
A look at the parable: 
Matthew 25:31-33 
"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly 
glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 
 
Jesus wants us to know that there will come a day when we will be defined by our beliefs and actions.  
Do you think we live like we believe this? If not, why not? 
Do you think it is important for beliefs and actions to go hand in hand? Why or why not? 
 
Matthew 25:34-40 
"Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave 
me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me 
in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came 
to visit me.' 37 "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 
thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing 
clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' 40 "The King will 
reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'  
 
Those who were deemed “Sheep” were willing to love and share with others no matter what.  Jesus wants us 
to know that how we look at and treat others really does matter.  
Do you think we understand this?  
Do you think we understand that when we do anything for another it is the same as doing it for Jesus? 
What makes it easy to reach out to another? What makes it difficult? 
 



 
Matthew 25:41-46 
"Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe 
me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.' 44 "They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we 
see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?'   
45 "He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do 
for me.' 46 "Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life." 
 
Those deemed “Goats” wanted to see Jesus in others first. They wanted to be sure that “those people” really 
deserved to be reached out to and helped.  
Do you think that we ever fall into the same trap? If so, what causes this to happen? 
Do you think we tend to treat people according to what they look like, how they act, what they can do for us? 
 
Radical hospitality, reaching out to all people seeking to meet their physical and spiritual needs, is a 
commitment that we are called to take seriously. 
What are some of the barriers that keep us from practicing radical hospitality? 
What steps do we need to take in order to practice radical hospitality? Individually? As the Church? 
 
Contagious faith sharing, sharing our faith in a way that others come to know of God’s love, grace and mercy 
as found in Jesus, is likewise a commitment that we need to take seriously. 
What are some of the barriers that keep us from sharing our faith? 
What steps do we need to take in order to share our faith in a contagious way? 
 
 
So what is holding us back; the opportunity is all around us! The reality is that the people of RUMC felt it was 
worth it since 1835, long before we even arrived.  Odds are, somebody looked at you and said you were worth 
it. It’s time for us to say yes! We have a community and a world that needs to be reached. Let’s commit to this 
vision and mission…  

We promise to support the Reynoldsburg United Methodist Church and support it by intentionally 
developing our faith, passionately worshipping God together, being extravagantly generous, engaging in 

risk-taking mission and service, practicing radical hospitality, and sharing a contagious faith. 
 
 
 
 


