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Better than Melchizedek 

Hebrews 7:1-28 
February 3, 2022 

 
Welcome ladies! My name is Paula Wiemann, and I am married to our Senior Pastor John Marc 
Wiemann.   
 
Today we are looking at Chapter 7 of Hebrews. This chapter is considered the heart of this book because 
the writer deals with convincing the Hebrew listeners about the superiority of Christ as their high priest 
by the order of Melchizedek. 
 
Perhaps the most mysterious figure in the entire Old Testament is Melchizedek, who met the conquering 
Abraham with bread and wine after Abraham returned from battling four kings and recovering his 
nephew, Lot. Melchizedek is called "the priest of God Most High," He blessed Abraham and received 
tithes from Abraham (Genesis 14). Then no mention is made of Melchizedek for another thousand years, 
until David prophesies of the Messiah being declared "a priest forever according to the order of 
Melchizedek" in Psalm 110. Then, again, no mention is made for another thousand years until the author 
of Hebrews writes to assure and encourage this struggling congregation by understanding the substance 
of Christ as their priest through the shadow of Melchizedek. 
  
While the language and the idea of a high priest might be unfamiliar to our Western minds, the message 
conveyed in Hebrews chapter 7 is quite clear. All who will come in faith to Jesus Christ will find Him to 
be an all-sufficient priest who saves for eternity. 
 
This message of Christ’s superiority and sufficiency is delivered in three arguments: 
 
I. The Historical Argument: Melchizedek and Abraham (7:1–10) 
 
Notice verse 3…. 
 
Melchizedek also resembles Christ in his origin. The Bible contains no record of his birth or his death. 
Of course, this does not mean that Melchizedek had no parents or that he never died. It simply means 
that the OT record is silent on these matters. Thus Melchizedek, like Christ, is “without beginning of 
days or end of life”—his priesthood is eternal. His priesthood did not depend on earthly successors, while 
the Aaronic priests had to defend their office by family records. Every high priest that descended from 
Aaron died, but Christ, like Melchizedek, holds His priesthood permanently. 
 
I arranged the characteristics into two columns: one represents what we learn about Melchizedek, and 
the other represents what we know about being a high priest in the line of Aaron who descended from 
the tribe of Levi.  
Order of Melchizedek  Order of Aaron  
  
King, royalty Served kings 
Universal-El Elyon in the original Hebrew  National-Israel only 
Righteousness and peace* Provided neither righteousness nor peace 
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Chosen by personal character** Chosen by family name** 
Eternal-no recorded family lin Limited time-from age 25-50 

 
 
Having identified Christ with the order of Melchizedek, the writer of Hebrews explains that Melchizedek 
is superior to Aaron, for Aaron paid tithes to Melchizedek while yet unborn in the loins of Abraham. 
Verse 6…. 
 
And when Melchizedek blessed Abraham, he was blessing the house of Levi as well. Look at what verse 
7 says… 
 
On earth, in the Jewish temple, the priests received tithes; but in Genesis 14, the priests (still in 
Abraham’s loins at that point) gave tithes to Melchizedek. This event clearly showed the inferiority of 
the Aaronic priesthood. 
 
II. The Doctrinal Argument: Christ and Aaron (7:11–24) 
 
Having clearly established the historical foundations for the superiority of Melchizedek over Aaron, the 
writer now shows that Melchizedek is also superior from a doctrinal point of view. Here he uses the 
quotation from Psalm 110:4 as the basis for the argument. 
 
Look at the list you wrote down on Day 2 under number 1, page 104.  Jesus fulfills all those qualities of 
Melchizedek because He is from the family of Judah (a requirement to be a king), he came to save the 
sins of the world, not just of Israel, He gave us peace with God by giving us His righteousness (Rom. 
5:1), His character was free from sin (Heb. 4:15), and He lives forever at the right hand of God (Heb. 
1:3). 
 
When you compare Melchizedek to Levi or Aaron, we can see Aaron’s order is inferior and useless to 
save anyone from their sins and bring them eternally to a holy God. God’s intent of the Levitical 
priesthood was to point the Jews to a better priesthood, a better hope.  In your book, on page 107 under 
Day 4, it says, “God perfectly created an imperfect system in order to create a perfect hope.” Walter 
Henrichsen, “The goal of the mosaic system was never to provide the answer. It was to point to the 
answer-Jesus.”  
 
The goal of the old Jewish system with its priests, sacrifices and laws was to lead us to Christ. “The Law 
has become our tutor to lead us to Christ…” Galatians 3:24.   
 
III. The Practical Argument: Christ and the You (7:25-28) 
 
According to verse 23, the priests died and had an end to their priesthood; but reading in verse 24 we see 
that Christ abides forever and has no end to His priesthood.  Jesus holds His priesthood permanently! 
Because of this now He is able to save completely those who draw near to God through Him. The Old 
Testament priests could only take the Israelites so far in their acts of sacrifice and worship. They could 
not remove their sins, they could only cover their sins with the blood of the sacrificed animal. Jesus can 
take us all the way to the Father because He now sits down at the right hand of the Majesty on high 
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(Hebrews 1:3).  He is done with His work on the cross but He continues to intercede for us before the 
Father.  
 
Hebrews 7:25…. 
 
In verse 25 the word “forever” is related to our condition. He is able to save us all-complete, entirely, 
perfectly. My bible has a footnote saying “completely”.  As our word study says it is translated as 
“uttermost” in the ESV.  The work of Christ leaves nothing undone.  
 
However, we sinners can get this wrong attitude about our salvation.  The attitude includes thinking there 
is still something we can do. We don’t fully trust our new high priest. Maybe you had a parent who did 
not advocate for you. Maybe you were hurt by someone in authority over you, by someone who did not 
care for or go to bat for you. Jesus is not like that. He is perfect in His love for you, and will go to bat for 
you before God the Father. Maybe you’re still insecure about trusting Christ to take you all the way 
unlike the priests could do for the Israelites.  
 
Dane Ortlund writes: “Do you not find within yourself an unceasing low-grade impulse to strengthen 
Jesus’s saving work through your own contribution? We tend to operate as if Hebrews 7:25 says that 
Jesus ‘is able to save for the most part those who draw near to God through him.’” 
 
We are completely saved when we repent and trust in Christ for the forgiveness of our sins before a 
perfect, holy God and then granted complete access to God. But He does continue His work on our behalf 
as we walk this life for His glory. We have a life to live in the presence of sin though we have been freed 
from the penalty and power of sin.  
 
What a comfort to have this perfect high priest who does not need daily, like the high priests from the 
Old Testament, to offer up sacrifices first for themselves then for the people.  
 
Christ is our great high priest who died, was buried, rose again and sits at the right hand of God. He will 
never die but He always lives to make intercession for us! Jesus is better than the Levitical priests!  
 
What is “intercession”? It means to speak to someone on behalf of someone else.  To get or obtain, it 
means to meet, to approach, to appeal, to make petition, to entreat. It can convey the idea of to ask for 
something with urgency and intensity (plead, beg, appeal to, petition). Don't misunderstand what he is 
not implying here. He is not saying that God the Father is continually angry with us and thus God the 
Son must constantly appeal to Him not to judge us! 
 
In the classic Greek the meaning was used to refer to a petition brought before a king on behalf of another, 
a perfect portrait of what our great High Priest Jesus Christ daily does for us 
 
After my mom became a Christian, my siblings and I and learned about the privilege of prayer. We would 
call our mom and ask her to pray for us when we were facing something important.  That meant so much 
to me.  After I made my request known to my mom, I felt a certain peace.   
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Today one of my children regularly reaches out to John Marc and me for prayer for certain, current needs.  
It is definitely heart-warming.  But it’s almost as if he can relax knowing Mom and Pop are praying for 
him. It’s like he regards our prayers as something special.   
 
It’s like this with Jesus.  When I learned that Jesus is praying for me, it is deeply comforting.  I fail so 
often.  I get so sinfully focused on myself or my circumstances or on what I want that I forget to pray or 
I pray selfishly.  Jesus never forgets to pray for me, for you. Jesus never prays selfishly because He is 
perfect.  He prays according to the Father’s will.   
 
In 1 John 2:1, John says, “My little children, I am writing these things to you that you may not sin. And 
if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous…” Do we sin? Yes! We 
have this hope that Jesus is before the Father representing us with the wounds in His hands, side and feet 
that spilt the blood that completely covers all our sins.  All our sins are paid for by those wounds which 
the Father sees visibly. 
 
When Thomas finally saw Jesus, Jesus didn’t say to him, “Let’s talk doctrine. He said, “Touch My 
wounds.” Then He said to Thomas, “Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your 
hand and put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing.” John 20:27 
 
Another one of my all-time favorite verses is verse 27b. And my favorite phrase is “once for all when 
He offered up Himself.”  Whereas the Old Testament high priest had to offer up sacrifices all the time, 
Jesus does it once…for all! I can depend on His finished work of salvation.   
 
Romans 8:32: “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not also 
with Him freely give us all things? Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who 
justifies; who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, but rather, was raised, who is at 
the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.” 
 
Why do we need intercession?  
 
Dane Ortlund writes, “Christ continues to intercede on our behalf in heaven because we continue to fail 
here on earth. He does not forgive us through His work on the cross and then hope we make it the rest of 
the way. Picture a glider, pulled up into the sky by an airplane, soon to be released to float down to earth. 
We are that glider; Christ is the plane. BUT He never disengages.  He never lets go, wishing us well, 
hoping we can glide the rest of the way into heaven.  He carries us all the way.” 
 
 Theologian Louis Berkhof wrote, ‘It is a consoling thought, that Christ is praying for us, even when we 
are negligent in our prayer life.’ Our prayer life stinks most of the time. (Amen to that!) But what if you 
heard Jesus praying aloud for you in the next room? Few things would calm us more deeply.” 
 
And similarly, Robert Murray McCheyne, the beloved Scottish minister of the 19th century wrote, “If I 
could hear Christ praying for me in the next room, I would not fear a million enemies. Yet the distance 
makes no difference.  He is praying for me!” 
 
What difference does all this make to you when you’re taking care of your sick child and you are beyond 
tired?  What difference does this make to you when you’re in the middle of a big decision in your family? 
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We are saved eternally by the eternal prayers (Romans 8:34) and advocacy (1 John 2:1) of Jesus in heaven 
as our high priest. He prays for us and his prayers are answered because He prays perfectly on the basis 
of His perfect sacrifice. 
 
Hebrews 7:25… 
 
This eternal intercession and eternal salvation are for those who draw near to God through Christ. This 
verb here, "draw near to God," is in a tense that indicates present continuous action, not a single action 
in the past. It is not saying: God is able to save those forever who once drew near to Him, but who go on 
drawing near to Him.  
 
But this does not mean that our high priest leaves us alone in our bent and sinful nature to draw near to 
God on our own. Rather our High Priest intercedes for us and asks the Father to do just what Hebrews 
13:21 says “working in us that which is pleasing in His sight through Jesus Christ.” 
 
Let me illustrate this by the way it looked when Jesus our High Priest was on the earth. In Luke 22:31-
32 Jesus says to Peter: "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; 
but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, 
strengthen your brothers." So already Jesus was interceding for his own when he was on the earth. And 
what He was praying was for our faith—that our faith not fail.  
 
And He was so confident in His prayer for Peter that He said, "When once you have turned again . . ." 
not, "If you turn again . . ." So even though Peter stumbled in denial, his faith did not fail utterly. That is 
what the Lord prays for us. This is one more piece of our great security and our hope in this great epistle 
of assurance. 
 
Let’s pray…. 
 


