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6/27/21 “Family Finances” 
  Various Scriptures 
 
Today we will conclude our series on Biblical Manhood and Womanhood by looking at finances. We saw from 
the very beginning in Genesis 1 God created man and woman distinct from the rest of creation in that we are 
made in His own image which includes our capacity to be productive and creative in our work and to establish 
dominion on the earth. Our fruitful labor is an aspect of our being in God’s image. And how we work with 
excellence and efficiency is part of faithfully stewarding the gifts God gives us. 
 
One thing that sets us humans apart from animals is that we can store value. While it is true that a squirrel might 
store a few nuts, humans are uniquely able to store significant value in forms that are convenient and useful. 
Money (cash or currency) functions as a medium that allows people to exchange goods and services. Wayne 
Grudem writes, “Money is fundamentally good because it is a human invention which sets us apart from the 
animal kingdom and enables us to subdue the earth by producing … goods and services that bring benefit to 
others.” 
 
While we are all in different relational situations – single, engaged, or married – so we are all in different financial 
situations, but we all have to deal with the same questions: What do we do with our resources? How should we 
spend our money? Should we take on any debt? How much should we save and invest? What we do with the 
resources God has entrusted to us is very important to Him. Faithfully applying biblical financial principles will 
glorify God and promote unity in the home and in the church. 
 
So, this morning we will look at various Scriptures and follow three points. We will look at: 
 
How money can divide or unite. 
What do the Scriptures say about money. 
What are principles of wise management of money. 
 
My prayer is that you will be inspired by God’s Word to work, give, spend, save, think, and live to the glory of 
God.  As 1 Corinthians 10:31 says, “Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of 
God.” 
 
I. Money Can Divide or Unite 
 
Through my experience as a biblical counselor I have observed that money is one of the most common issues 
over which couples fight. Genesis 2:24 indicates that God’s purpose for marriage is that two people become one.  
Scripturally speaking, marriage is a total commitment and a total sharing of your total person with another person 
as long as you both shall live.  Included in the total sharing aspect of marriage is finances. As far as our possession 
of money and our attitude toward it and our use of money are concerned, husband and wife are to be united. It is 
one thing to say that a couple is united over family finances, but to live it out can be very difficult. The husband 
has his ideas and the wife has hers.    
 
He thinks that money is meant to be spent and you just need to trust the Lord for the future, she thinks money 
should be saved and is fearful of not having enough in the future. He wants to choose a job primarily on the basis 
of salary and other financial benefits. She thinks that other factors such as location, proximity to parents, and a 
sound church ought seriously to be considered. 
 
He thinks they should give generously to the church and to needy people. She thinks they need to exercise restraint 
and have money for home repairs and improvements. 
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He is convinced that they need to buy a new car, she is just as convinced that they do not a new car, the current 
one just needs to be repaired. She thinks the money should go for new furniture to replace the twenty year old 
furniture they currently have. 
 
One and on it goes. Usually people have conflicts because they are operating according to different standards or 
ideas or value systems. As a rule, real unity will come only when people adopt a common standard or value 
system. It is vital to understand the biblical truth about money and how to apply to our own lives. So, let’s take a 
look at: 
 
II. The Biblical Truth About Money 
 
To underscore how important the subject of money and possessions is to God, 16 of Christ’s 38 parables speak 
about how people should handle earthly treasure. In fact, Jesus taught more about stewardship of money and 
possessions than about heaven and hell combined. The entire Bible contains more than 2,000 references to wealth 
and property, twice as many as the totals references to faith and prayer.  What we do with the money and things 
God has given us is very important to Him. So, let’s look at five biblical truths about money. 
 
1.  God gives us the ability to earn money.  
 
In Deuteronomy 8, God’s people are reminded: “You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who is 
giving you power to make wealth” Deuteronomy 8:18.  
 
Those who produce financial wealth should acknowledge that God has given them the skills and talents that have 
produced their success. God has also been kind to give them life and health, without which they could not work. 
God has put them into his world, which has tremendous potential for fruitfulness. He has showed them kindness 
by allowing them to live in a situation of political and social stability as well as an infrastructure that allows them 
to succeed. 
 
When proud individuals, corporations, and governments take credit for what they have earned or possess, they 
rob God of the glory that He alone deserves for their success. 
 
1 Corinthians 4:7 reminds us,” For who regards you as superior? What do you have that you did not receive? And 
if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?” 
 
So, first God gives us the ability to earn money. 
 
2. Everything we have belongs to God.  
 
In 1 Chronicles 19:11-14 David prays, “Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the 
victory and the majesty, indeed everything that is in the heavens and the earth; Yours is the dominion, O LORD, 
and You exalt Yourself as head over all. Both riches and honor come from You, and You rule over all, and in 
Your hand is power and might; and it lies in Your hand to make great and to strengthen everyone. Now therefore, 
our God, we thank You, and praise Your glorious name. But who am I and who are my people that we should be 
able to offer as generously as this? For all things come from You, and from Your hand we have given You.” 
 
The world says you own everything that is yours because you worked for it. But as Christians we acknowledge 
that whatever we have is from God, who gives every good gift and ultimately He owns everything. Psalm 24:1 
says “The earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains, the world, and those who dwell in it.” Psalms 50:10 says God 
owns “the cattle on a thousand hills” and He owns the hills as well.  
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We are stewards of our wealth and possessions, seeking to employ them in a way that pleases God, who owns 
everything and is our Master. God owns my house, my car, my clothes and my children and everything else. 
Believing and embracing this fact is vital in order to have the right perspective and to enjoy contentment. Which 
leads to the third biblical truth: 
 
3. Contentment is more valuable than riches.  
 
The dictionary defines contentment as “feeling or manifesting satisfaction with one’s possession, status or 
situation.” However, for the Christian a definition of contentment goes far beyond the issues of worldly wealth 
and success. 
 
1 Timothy 6:6,9 says, “Godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, and we 
cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content.”  
 
Jeremiah Burroughs in his book The Rare Jewel of Christian Contentment writes that contentment comes “not by 
adding more to his condition; but rather by subtracting from his desires, so as to make his desires and his 
circumstances even and equal.” 
 
Money, like other things that God has created (fire come to mind), can be good and helpful when properly used, 
but dangerous and destructive when idolized and misused. Money can be a good servant, but a bad master. 
 
So, contentment is more valuable than riches. 
 
4. God expects us to work hard and with excellence.  
 
Colossians 3:23-24 tells us, “Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, knowing 
that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.” 
 
Knowing that I am ultimately serving the Lord, our primary concern is not going to be about what my pay is but 
what my effort is. How faithfully, efficiently, and excellently I work. 
 
The Bible begins with work. God himself worked for the six days of creation and found satisfaction in his labor: 
“God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good” Genesis 1:31. God’s work did not end at creation. 
Our Lord continues to exert effort to sustain what He has created, Colossians 1:17 says, “In Him all things hold 
together.” And Jesus declares in John 5:17, “My Father is working until now, and I Myself am working.” So work 
cannot be a bad thing. God, who is good, works. 
 
Charles Spurgeon reminds us: “Man was not made for an idle life; labor is evidently his proper condition. Even 
before sin when man was perfect he was placed in the garden, not to admire its flowers, but to keep it and to prune 
it. If man needed to work when he was perfect, much more does he require the discipline of labor now that he is 
fallen.” 
 
Proverbs 15:19 says, “The way of the lazy is as a hedge of thorns, but the path of the upright is a highway.” 
 
Proverbs 10:4 says, “Poor is he who works with a negligent hand, but the hand of the diligent makes rich.” 
 
If you’re diligent, you are likely to make money. So,what are you to do with that money? 
 
5. Giving is a privilege and responsibility.  
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Turn to 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 says, “Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who 
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 
 
No one ever becomes a generous giver by accident. It’s not something you slide into; it’s a choice you make. 
Giving is like farming: The seed doesn’t plant itself.  
 
The Greek word for purposed in 2 Corinthians 9:7 is used only here in the New Testament and it has the idea of 
predetermination, of deliberate planning.  Though there is spontaneous joy in giving, 1 Corinthians 16 tells us our 
giving is still to be planned and systematic.   
 
Paul contrasts how NOT to give with how to give.  To give sparingly or to give bountifully.  To give reluctantly 
or to give cheerfully.  The question we need to ask is “What makes the difference between a sparing, reluctant 
giver and a bountiful, cheerful giver?” 
 
Is it the amount of resources they have?  Is it their circumstances?  No, it deeper than that.  The issue is the heart 
and how a person views God. 
 
The sparing heart has a relationship to God that sees God is a Taker rather than a Giver. If my life is being drained 
away by God because He is so demanding, then I feel like holding onto whatever I can to meet my need.  
 
If every time I look up I see the pointing finger of God demanding, “Give me! Give me! Give me!”  Then I may 
give, but it is not with a cheerful heart.  You see the difference is your view of God.   
 
The person who sees God as a Taker, will say I don’t like going to church because they are only after my money.  
That kind of person ultimately sees God as demanding, “Give something to the church!” So out comes the gift – 
but it is a draining, exhausting, sparing gift (opening the wallet like a creaky door and the moths come flying out). 
 
But what a difference between this gift and the gift that flows from the heart that has a relationship with God that 
sees God as a Giver rather than a Taker! 
 
Beneath the bountiful giving of verse 6 and the cheerful giving of verse 7 is a heart that looks up to God and sees 
a Giver, a Supplier, a Helper, a Provider. When this person looks to God and when this person gives, he feels 
replenished not drained, he feels joyful not bitter.  Why?  Because this person’s giving is based on grace and 
blessing – God’s grace and blessing – and the fact that you cannot outgive God. 
 
Romans 8:32 says, “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also 
with Him freely give us all things.” 
 
Giving back to God is a privilege and responsibility. 
 
As we make giving a priority, we also express faith that God will continue to provide for us. As Adrian read from 
Matthew 6, your heart will go where you put God’s money.  Giving generously loosens our grip on earthly 
treasures as we demonstrate our hope in heavenly riches. 
 
III. Wise Management of Money 
 
If you are going earn enough money to give and to pay your bills and save enough to have something for the 
future, it is essential that you have a plan and follow it. Perhaps the most powerful initial step we can take in order 
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to get our finances under control is to make and follow a budget. Without a budget, you are flying blind with 
reference to your finances.  
 
Proverbs 21:5 says, “The plans of the diligent lead surely to advantage, but everyone who is hasty comes surely 
to poverty.”  
 
A written budget is a detailed plan for how you will seek to be an excellent steward of the financial resources that 
God gives you. Because we are finite, all our plans are made tentatively, in submission to God’s sovereign control: 
Proverbs 16:9 says, “The mind of man plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps.” 
 
But it is still wise to plan. Jesus also reminds us of the importance of making realistic plans in Luke 14:28-30, 
“For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost to see if he 
has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who observe it 
begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’”  
 
Just as the church has a budget that we follow, so a family needs a budget that is followed. Remember, one of the 
goals of marriage is to be “one flesh” Genesis 2:24 (and repeated in the New Testament by Jesus and Paul); which 
is synonymous with union, unity, oneness.  
 
One way in which a husband and wife find unity or oneness in marriage is having a oneness of understanding. 
That is, they want to be on the “same page” and have a mutually agreed upon game-plan. This could apply to a 
number of areas within marriage—parenting, career goals, church involvement, evangelism, and in family 
finances. To have a budget is to create a mutually agreed upon set of values that guide your saving and spending 
habits in marriage. A budget, properly managed, can foster unity and oneness within the marriage. 
 
Let me suggest 5 ways in which a written family budget can be a tool to strengthen your marriage. 
 
1. A family budget is a tool to build trust in the marriage.  
 
Trust is foundational for any marital relationship. One of the ways that couples build trust or loose trust is by how 
they handle their finances. What do I mean? If your husband or wife can’t resist buying things on-line that do not 
fit the family budget, what does that do to the relationship? It hurts it and degrades the trust.  
I’ve done a lot of premarital counseling and post marital counseling, and even though we talk about budgets and 
discussed how to handle finances, there are cases where one of the spouses did not trust how their spouse handled 
money, so they kept their bank accounts separate even after they got married.  
As we already discussed, when two become one you share everything including your finances in a common 
account. Why? Because how you handle your money together will build trust in your relationship. 
 
2. Your family budget is a tool for communication within the marriage.  
 
In maintaining a family budget, the couple needs to regularly communicate with one another about the family 
finances. And the husband as the spiritual leader in the home needs to take the lead in making sure that 
conversation happens on a somewhat regular schedule. 
 
3. A budget is a tool to keep priorities. 
 
If you are going to be a good steward of what God has provided, you must ask yourself: Am I really exercising 
some form of carefully thought out financial self-control? Or do I merely spend money carelessly and impulsively 
with little or no regard for God given priorities? 
Biblical priorities:  first is giving, second is paying off debt and saving, and third is spending. 
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4. The family budget is a tool for saving. 
 
The book of Proverbs tells us the fool spends his money right away and meets his immediate desires. He doesn’t 
care about the future. Proverbs 21:20: “The fool spends whatever he gets.” In contrast, Proverbs 6:6-8 tells us the 
wise person prepares for the future. As Randy Alcorn puts it, “A lack of planning invites poverty.” 
What happens if you don’t save anything and just live according to what you get (paycheck to paycheck)? While 
that is in and of itself isn’t wrong, it does potentially put a strain on family members or church members when 
something does go wrong in your life.  
 
While family and church friends are certainly willing to help out in bad times, by not saving now, you are saying 
you are willing to spend everything you have on yourself and counting on your family and church friend’s savings 
to bail you out. And that’s not a very caring thing to do. 
 
5. The family budget is a tool for discipleship and blessing. 
 
How can you use your money to encourage discipleship in your home and in the church? Some examples, parents 
do you put some money away to use to build a better relationship with your kids – money for father-son camping 
trips, or to buy books to read to your kids, or to take your daughter on date nights? Couples, do you factor money 
in your budget so you can do hospitality in your home regularly? If you are discipling someone else, do you factor 
in money in your budget so you can meet up with folks for lunch or other things? Husbands, do you budget money 
to give your wife flowers, or take her on date nights, or take her away to a bed-n-breakfast? 
 
If you needs some guidance in setting up a budget I would begin by going to the website everydollar.com. There 
is a free option to create a budget and to enter your expenses to track how you are doing. There is also an app for 
your smartphone or tablet. 
 
We also have deacons and biblical counselors here at Cornerstone that are glad to help you set up a budget and 
offer any counsel to you. 
 
Let me close this morning by asking you to turn to 2 Corinthians 8:9. 
 
In explaining to the Corinthian church why they should be good stewards of all that God provides, Paul points to 
the gospel. He writes in 2 Corinthians 8-9…. 
 
Paul uses monetary imagery to portray the greater spiritual reality. Proverbs 22:7 tells us how foolish it is to take 
on irresponsible debt. Yet Scripture proclaims that we owed a debt of sin that we could not pay. The enormous 
debt we owe could be paid only through a costly death. Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death but the 
free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus.” 
 
Jesus, who is sinless, willingly left heavenly glory and took on our impoverished human nature. He then took all 
the guilt of our debt of sin upon Himself and died in our place (1 Peter 3:18), willingly paying the infinite price 
to satisfy God’s justice, thus enabling us to escape the eternity in hell that we deserve to incur. What amazing 
love that God the Son should allow our sin to be imputed to Him and then to bear the penalty for us. 
 
But Christ has done even more for us. He not only paid off our debt, but 2 Corinthians 8:9 tells us He also makes 
us rich. Not only was our guilt imputed to Him, but His perfect righteousness has been imputed to us, so that we 
may be “found in Him, not having a righteousness of our own derived from the law, but that which is through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith” Philippians 3:9. Christ has enriched 
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us so that when God looks upon us, He sees us not merely as debt-free, but as rich with the perfect righteousness 
of Christ. As a result, God treats us as though we had perfectly kept His law. 
 
And of all the things I shared this morning, the most important is this: Do you know Jesus Christ as your Lord 
and Savior? That is the very first question that must be settled. 
 
Let’s pray… 


