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My name is Jesse Howard and I serve as one of the associate pastors here at Cornerstone. 

Pastor John Marc is at his niece’s wedding in Santa Cruz, so today, I have the privilege of 

continuing our study on biblical manhood and womanhood. Our focus this morning will be on 

biblical womanhood in the Church. Part of my role here at Cornerstone is serving as the elder 

over women’s ministry. And let me tell you, it has been one of the greatest joys for me in 

ministry. God is working in our women at Cornerstone, and I am blessed to be a part of it. I’m 

definitely not the only one who could fulfill the role I have with women’s ministry, and I’m sure 

there are days our women wonder how they ended up with me, but I’d put up a pretty good fight 

if you tried to take it away from me! 

So I am very excited to talk about womanhood in the Church with you. I hope by now the 

women know that it is my goal to serve you as you serve Christ. It is my goal to see you women 

become all that God has intended you to be. As John said in 3 John 4, “I have no greater joy than 

to hear that my children are walking in the truth.” No, I’m not saying the women of Cornerstone 

are my children. I’m saying that like John, my hope and desire for you as women is that you 

would walk in the truth, love that truth, and display that truth to one another and a watching 

world to the glory of God. In short, I want what is best for you. God’s best for you.  

I come before you this morning 100% confident that God’s way, found in His Word, is 

your best. As you have already heard from this series, we are not ashamed of God’s Word. You 

may be thinking, “Uh, oh, Jesse’s got a dangerous task ahead of him. He’s walking into the 

lion’s den. There’s so much controversy over this issue, how is he going to come out 

unscathed?” But I can tell you that I am not concerned, but confident. God’s Word is true. God’s 

Word is reliable. God’s Word and God’s way is the best thing for us. When we operate under 

God’s design for manhood and womanhood, we are in the safest place possible. And that is what 

I want for you women. I want you in the will of God because there is no better place to be. I hope 

I can help you see that in our time together. 
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This morning I’d like to first look at God’s design for womanhood in creation, then we 

will look at God’s design for womanhood in the church. God’s role for women established at 

creation is the foundation for understanding their role in the church. 

 

I. What is God’s Design for Womanhood in Creation? 

As we have done throughout this series, we need to go back to the beginning. We have to 

go back to the beginning when we talk about manhood and womanhood because God established 

the meaning of gender in the beginning.  

I want to make clear that God’s design for men and women happened before the fall. The 

roles we see in Scripture were not instituted after the fall but before it. The roles for men and 

women are not a punishment for sin. God didn’t design women to be the leaders of the church, 

but then because of sin they were not allowed to fulfill their original purpose. No, God’s design 

for you as a woman in the church is the original design. Sin came into the world because Adam 

and Eve stepped out of their created roles. Eve stepped out from under his leadership, and Adam 

abdicated his leadership. Satan bypassed Adam and went straight to Eve. Eve should have 

said…hang on talking snake, let me go get my husband. And Adam should have thrown that 

snake into a headlock, if you can do such a thing to a snake. Genesis 3:6, “and she gave also to 

her husband with her, and he ate.” Did you catch that? Adam was there! He totally abdicated his 

role as leader, provider, and protector. He let his wife take the fall, made sure nothing happened 

when she ate the fruit, and then said, “I’ll give it a try too.” Sin didn’t change our roles. The only 

thing sin did was complicate God’s good design. That is why we keep going back to the 

beginning.  

 

So turn with me to Genesis 1 and let’s read this familiar passage in verses 26 and 27. 

“Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule 

over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and 

over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 God created man in His own image, in the 

image of God He created him; male and female He created them.” John Marc noted that the first 

thing God says about men and women in this passage is the way in which they are the same. 

They are both image bearers. Men don’t bear the image of God any more or less than women do. 
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Then God describes how men and women are different in Genesis 1:27 by saying He 

created us male and female. We are distinct in our gender. We’re both image bearers, but men 

and women are different. That difference is further explained in Genesis 2:18. “Then the LORD 

God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.’” 

God says women are designed to be a “suitable helper.” They are created “corresponding to” 

man. Woman is “fit” for man, like two puzzle pieces that fit together. They are the same, yet 

different, perfectly complementing each other. Neither men nor women have all the qualities we 

need to make up humanity.  

First, God tells us how men and women are the same. Next, He tells us how they are 

different. Finally, He tells them how they are uniquely designed to fulfill their God given 

purpose in this world—together. Genesis 1:28 says, “God blessed them; and God said to them, 

‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and 

over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth.’” God designed 

what is often referred to as the “kingdom mandate” to be fulfilled by man and woman—together. 

Woman was given as a suitable helper for man to accomplish this mandate.  

So men and women are the same (both image bearers), different (we bear the image 

differently as male and female), and they use their differences to fulfill the same goal (to glorify 

God by fulfilling the kingdom mandate). 

 

Did you ever wonder why didn’t God create Adam and Eve at the same time? He could 

have. Why didn’t He? By now we know what the answer is not. It is not because men and 

women aren’t equal.  

It was to show the necessity of the woman. God purposefully waited to create Eve so that 

Adam would know how much he needed her. God brought all the animals before Adam for him 

to name. With every pair of animals Adam is made aware of the fact that they keep coming in 

two’s, but he has no counterpart. In Genesis 2:20 it says, “But for Adam, there was not found a 

helper suitable for him.” God wanted Adam to experientially know what it was like to be alone 

before He created Eve. Not good! Do you appreciate running water? I’m sure you do. But do you 

appreciate it more when you don’t have any? God wanted Adam to know that it was not good for 

him to be alone. 
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After this realization, God solves Adam’s problem by putting him to sleep and creating 

woman from Adam’s side. Adam responds in verse 23, “This is now bone of my bones, and flesh 

of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of man.” Now Adam is not 

alone. The woman was so magnificent that it turned Adam into a poet! Adam now understood 

how essential Eve was. Only after the creation of the woman does God say that everything was 

very good. Women are an essential, complementary, part of God’s perfect creation. Let me say 

that again. Women are an essential, complementary, part of God’s perfect creation. And God 

created woman after man to demonstrate that.  

 

There’s another important question to ask. Why didn’t God create Eve the same way He 

created Adam? Why didn’t He form her from the dust and breathe life into her and present her to 

Adam? Why did he create her from Adam? He could have created them the same way at the 

same time, but He didn’t.  

The reason God created woman from man was for the sake of demonstrating order. God 

has a plan for how He wants men and women to operate. He displays this by way He created 

them. Man was made from dust. Woman is fashioned from man. Her purpose is to be a suitable 

helper; a helper that is fit for him because she came from him. Are we reading into this creation 

account? No, this is exactly how Scripture interprets the creation account. Paul argues for the 

headship of man in 1 Corinthians 11:8 by saying, “For man does not originate from woman, but 

woman from man.” He uses the same argument in 1 Timothy 2:13 to explain why women aren’t 

to teach or have authority over men, “For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve.” 

God created woman from man to display His purpose for order. 

 

Adam concludes in Genesis 2:23 by saying of woman, “She shall be called woman 

because she was taken out of man.” The titles “man” and “woman” are designed to remind us of 

this created order. Our English words demonstrate this. The word woman has the word man in it. 

The same is true in Hebrew except that instead of a prefix, the word woman gets a suffix. The 

Hebrew word for man is ish. The Hebrew word for woman is ishshah.  

 

Now do you understand why there is such an assault from Satan on gender? This is an 

attack on the very way in which God created us.  
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Why did we just review all of that? Because it is so important that we understand God’s 

original design. And based on this teaching, Cornerstone holds to a complementarian view of 

manhood and womanhood. The complementarian view teaches that God created men and women 

equal in personhood with different gender-defined roles. That word “complementary” is really 

what Genesis 2:18 teaches. Women are created “corresponding to” or “complementary” to men. 

Men and women complete each other. Men and women are equal in personhood, dignity, and 

worth. But men and women are not designed to function in the same roles. Men are called to 

lead, provide, and protect. Women are called to submit, help, and nurture. This is a beautiful 

thing. 

 

What we learn from Genesis 1 and 2 serves as the basis for manhood and womanhood in 

the church. This is God’s design for womanhood—equal but different. And now, we will look 

specifically at God’s good design for womanhood in the church. 

 

II. What is God’s Design for Womanhood in the Church? 

We too often approach this subject with a starting point of what women can’t do in the 

Church. I think this is unhelpful and misguided because it can come across negative from the 

start. This isn’t about what women can’t do but about what women are designed to do. And 

frankly, there’s a lot more women were designed to do in the Church than they were not 

designed to do. We too often view God’s commands as restrictive when, really, they are life and 

joy and peace and hope and safety.  

John puts it this way in 1 John 5:2–3 “By this we know that we love the children of God, 

when we love God and observe His commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep 

His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.” When we are thinking of 

God’s Word properly, His commandments are not burdensome, but beautiful. So that is the 

posture I want to take as we look at the meaning of womanhood in the Church. We will do that 

by looking at a woman’s identity, character, and role.  
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Her Identity 

What is the role of women in the church? First and foremost, it comes from her identity. 

And her identity is a Christian! Ladies, that is your identity. You are in Christ. Your value 

doesn’t come from what you do but who you are. Did you hear that? Your value does not come 

from what you do, but who you are. Romans 8:14–17 says, “For all who are being led by the 

Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to 

fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! 

Father!” 16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if 

children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so 

that we may also be glorified with Him.” All believers are children of God. And if you are His 

child then you are His heir. You are an heir of God and a fellow heir of Christ. Women are heirs 

of God just like men. This is your identity.  

And I want to make very clear that this identity in Christ applies to both married and 

unmarried women. Because of your identity in Christ, your role is to function like a disciple of 

Christ. When you look at it this way, your role is really overwhelming. There is no way I could 

tell you everything God has for you to do in the church. Let’s just take a list of a few things 

women should be doing in the church. 

- Walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you’ve been called (Ephesians 

4:1). 

- Love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34–35). 

- Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly (Colossians 3:16). 

- Proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous 

light (1 Peter 2:9). 

- Pray (1 Thessalonians 5:17). 

- Through love, serve one another (Galatians 5:13). 

- Use your spiritual gifts for the edification of the body (1 Peter 4:10). 

- Evangelism (1 Peter 3:15). 

- Encourage one another (Hebrews 10:25). 

- Show hospitality to one another (1 Peter 4:9) 

- Admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with 

everyone (1 Thessalonians 5:14).  
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- Or just take the entire list of the “one anothers” in the New Testament.  

 

God has always elevated women. I’m not saying that women haven’t been oppressed in 

the name of God. They certainly have. But God created women and He gave them their value. 

Christianity elevates and values women. We see that in the early church.  

Philippians 4:2–3 says, “I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to live in harmony in the 

Lord. 3 Indeed, true companion, I ask you also to help these women who have shared my 

struggle in the cause of the gospel, together with Clement also and the rest of my fellow workers, 

whose names are in the book of life.” Paul said these women “shared my struggle in the cause of 

the gospel and were “fellow workers.” We also know from Acts 16:14–15 that Lydia was the 

first convert in Philippi and opened her home to Paul to stay there.  

In Romans 16 Paul mentions multiple women he held in high regard for their work in the 

church. He commends Phoebe and calls her a servant of the church. He says she was a helper of 

many, including Paul. He says Aquila’s wife Priscilla was a fellow worker in Christ Jesus. She 

and her husband risked their lives for Paul and were so instrumental in his ministry that all the 

Gentile churches were grateful for them. In Colossians Paul mentions Nympha because the 

church in Laodicia met in her house. These are just some examples of the impact women had in 

the early church.  

 

Your identity in Christ means you have been given spiritual gifts. 1 Peter 4:10 says, “As 

each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the 

manifold grace of God.” This applies to men and women alike. Women, God has gifted you with 

spiritual gifts. He has called you to use those gifts to serve the body of Christ. This doesn’t mean 

God has called you fulfill the role of men in the Church. It means He has given you gifts to fulfill 

your role as women in the Church. Equal, yet different. You do some things better than men. You 

do things different than men. You see things men do not see. Praise God! 

You may be familiar with the great preacher Charles Spurgeon. What you may not know 

is that his wife Susannah was an amazing servant of God herself. She started a ministry called 

The Book Fund in which she distributed thousands and thousands of copies of theological books 

to pastors who could not afford them. She also started The Pastor’s Aid fund to help struggling 

pastors. She did all this while regularly suffering from serious physical ailments.  
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She impacted thousands of pastors who of course then influence thousands of others. She 

used her gifts to serve the Church.   

Women are designed to be in submission to godly male leadership in the Church and use 

their gifts to help the Church fulfill its call to know Christ and make Him known. There is only 

one head of the Church, and that is Christ. We are His body. And the body is made up of many 

different parts. The body does not function well when the eye tries to play the role of the ear. 

Each part is specifically designed to serve the whole in a unique way.   

There are no doubt people in this room who wouldn’t be here without the godly influence 

of a woman, or women in their life. I have learned from godly women in my life. I have been 

encouraged by women. I have been challenged by women. This is not because those women 

functioned outside of their God-given role, but because they functioned within it. And by God’s 

grace, I see the women of Cornerstone using their gifts to serve the body in this church. 

So do women have a role to play in the life of the Church? Absolutely! You are a child of 

God. That is where you find your identity. Not in what you do but in who you are. God defines a 

woman’s identity in the Church, and He also defines her character. 

 

Her Character 

 Women in the church are called to a life of character. Paul gives these character 

qualifications for deaconesses in 1 Timothy 3:11. Whether or not you hold the title, women 

should strive for these qualities. Paul says, “Women must likewise be dignified, not malicious 

gossips, but temperate, faithful in all things.” 

 Dignified – this word is used to describe male deacons in verse 8 as well. It means 

“serious, gave, or venerable.” It describes a woman who takes life, especially spiritual life 

seriously. It is not joylessness but weightiness. Would this describe you as a woman? Would 

people say you take your walk with Christ seriously? Would they be able to recognize your 

dignified behavior? 
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Not malicious gossips – this word is also translated slanderer. Malicious gossip is saying 

what does not need to be said with a desire to hurt someone. Slander is intentionally trying to 

destroy a person with your words.  

Women, are you using your tongue to slander, or are you using your tongue like 

Ephesians 4:29 calls us to? “Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such 

a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace 

to those who hear.” 

 Temperate – this means you are restrained or self-controlled in your behavior. It comes 

from the word that means sober. A godly woman is one who has a balanced and sober approach 

to life. She is not carried away by her emotions but is firmly rooted on the rock of Christ.  

 Faithful in all things – this describes a woman who is reliable or absolutely trustworthy.  

 

 That is a beautiful picture of womanhood in the church. Again, you don’t need to have 

the title of deaconess to pursue these qualities. You don’t need to be married to pursue these 

qualities. For the body of Christ to function properly, we need women who have these qualities.  

  

God describes the identity and character of a godly woman in the Church. He also 

explains specifically what her role is.  

 

Her Role 

 What are some of the specifics that women can and should be doing in the church? Let’s 

turn to Titus 2:3–5 says, “Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not 

malicious gossips nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good, 4 so that they may 

encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, 5 to be sensible, pure, 

workers at home, kind, being subject to their own husbands, so that the word of God will not be 

dishonored.” 

 Women are called to teach other women what is good. They are to teach the younger 

women to love their husbands and children, to be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, and to 

be subject to their own husbands. Talk about an essential function of women in the church! 

Hebrews 5:12 says to all believers, “For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have 

need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you 
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have come to need milk and not solid food.” All believers should be able to impart the truth of 

God’s Word to others. Men and women are not supposed to do that in all the same contexts, but 

ladies, do you understand this is your role? Are you equipped to do this? Do you live your life 

intentionally to help teach and instruct other women? I have seen it here at Cornerstone! My 

prayer is that we would see it all the more. And again, this is not only for married women only 

but single women. Those who are not married are able to teach what God’s Word says here in 

Titus 2. Remember, Paul taught all kinds of things about marriage, and he wasn’t married.  

 Notice too the incredibly important phrase at the end of Titus 2:5? Paul explains how 

women are supposed to function in the church and then says, “so that the word of God will not 

be dishonored.” That, I believe is so important. It’s one thing for a man to teach about the 

biblical roles of women. But it is a beautiful and powerful thing when a godly woman not only 

teaches another woman her God-ordained role, but lives it. When a woman sees another women 

fully embrace and love God’s revealed purpose for their life, the Word of God is not dishonored, 

it is adorned.  

 So the question for you women is, do you live your life in accordance with the role God 

has given you, particularly in the church, in such a way that the Word of God is honored? Do 

you display to others that you believe God’s way is best? Do you show that you are not just 

content with the role God has given you, but that you rejoice in it? Since the fall, men and 

women naturally reject their God-given roles, but your life can be a powerful display to the 

beauty of God’s design for women. Live your life so the Word of God is honored.  

  

 God has called women to teach other women. “What do I teach” you ask? Well Titus tells 

you to teach “the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, 5 to be sensible, 

pure, workers at home, kind, being subject to their own husbands. But it is so much more than 

that. Titus 2:1. “Teach the things that are fitting for sound doctrine,” or “teach what accords with 

sound doctrine.” Do you have to know everything to be a teacher? Of course not! No one would 

be a teacher in that case. Take what God has given you and give it to others. Suggest a topic. 

Read through the fruit of the Spirit. Talk about forgiveness. Study patience, or submission, or 

how to use your words for godly purposes. Talk about your spiritual disciplines. Talk about 

perseverance through suffering. Talk about God’s attributes—His sovereignty, holiness, 

omniscience, or immutability.  
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 Still have questions? Talk to other women. Come talk to the elders of the church. Do you 

know what our job description is? To equip the saints to do the work of the ministry. My job 

description as elder over women’s ministry is to serve, provide, protect, and equip you. I would 

love to be a resource for you. That’s why we’re here! 

 How old do you have to be to be an older woman? Well I’m old enough to know that I’m 

not going to put a number on that! You are always in a place in life where you have people older 

than you and younger than you. So there’s always work to be done.  

 

If we are not careful, we can think of this only as it relates to church “programs.” In the 

life of the church, this kind of instruction is does happen within the context of an official 

program or function of the church, but primarily it happens in everyday life with each other. It 

happens in your home. It happens at the park. It happens at work. It happens over coffee. It 

happens over loss and suffering. It happens over joy and celebration.  

I’ll tell you how it doesn’t happen…unintentionally. It doesn’t happen haphazardly. It 

doesn’t just happen. As they say, you don’t hit what you’re not aiming for.  

Older women, seek out younger women. You don’t have to do it in a way that comes off 

as arrogant. If God brings a man into my life I think I may be able to disciple, I just tell him I’m 

available and would love to help him grow any way I can. I don’t tell him I’m God’s gift to the 

church and he should be begging to meet with me.  

Younger women, seek out older women. Don’t just wait for someone to come talk to you. 

You honor a person would you approach them and say, “I think you have something that I want” 

in this case, godliness, an ask them if they would be willing to impart it to you. If they are not 

available, trust that God will bring godly women into your life in His perfect timing. 

 

Adrian mentioned this two weeks ago, but I have to point it out again because I don’t 

think women hear this enough. Paul tells Titus to remind the older women to train the younger to 

love their husband and children and to make their primary focus on the home. Married women 

and single women can teach younger women how to do that. For those of you who have children, 

remember that raising children is one of the most important discipleship opportunities you will 

have. And the children of today are, Lord willing, the body of Christ of the future. God will hold 

husbands accountable for how they lead the family and how they equipped their wives to do that 
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with their kids. But moms will usually have more time with the kids than dad. Adrian added up 

all the hours a man would spend at work over the course of 18 years. It came out to about 

37,500. To those of you who are mothers, you have the opportunity to have in amazing impact 

on your children, which will have an incredible impact on the church. You may remember that it 

was the faith of Timothy’s mother and grandmother that Paul reminds Timothy of. Living out 

God’s design for womanhood is vitally important to God’s kingdom plan.  

  

It is obvious from Scripture that women are supposed to teach in the Church. But we do 

have to deal with the appropriate context in which they should teach. That context was given to 

us in Titus 2. Women are called to teach women. In 1 Timothy 2, Paul explains the context in 

which women are not supposed to teach or have authority. 1 Timothy 2:11–15 says, “A woman 

must quietly receive instruction with entire submissiveness. 12 But I do not allow a woman to 

teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet. 13 For it was Adam who was first 

created, and then Eve. 14 And it was not Adam who was deceived, but the woman being 

deceived, fell into transgression. 15 But women will be preserved through the bearing of children 

if they continue in faith and love and sanctity with self-restraint.” 

 There are roles that God has not designed women to fill. He has not designed women to 

exercise authority or teach men in the church. It’s important to understand we’re talking about 

the context of the church. When the church is assembled together, God wants men to lead and 

teach, not women. Why? Because of the created order. This is why we keep going back to the 

beginning. Paul’s argument is not that women “can’t” teach men, as if it were an ability issue. 

It’s not an ability issue, it’s a design issue. Men and women are different by design. God did not 

design women to be the leaders and teachers of the Church. Just like in the family, He created 

women to be submissive and helpers to the male leadership of the Church. Remember, men and 

women are equal, yet different.  

 

Not everyone believes what we have been teaching in this series. The opposing view to 

complementarianism is egalitarianism. The egalitarian view teaches that men and women are 

created equal as image-bearers of God, but they hold that true equality means there can no 

gender-defined roles. They argue there’s no difference in role between men and women in 

marriage or in the church. They believe equality and gender-defined roles are incompatible. 
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Complementarians believe we are “equal yet different.” Egalitarians believe we are “equal and 

that’s all.”  

They argue that to say there are any roles based on gender is oppressive and 

discriminatory, and categorically rules out the option for equality. They believe if you have 

different roles, then you can’t be equal. But I want you to really think about this. Where did this 

idea come from? Does the Bible teach this? No, this is the teaching of men, not God. 

Is there equality in the Trinity with different roles? Yes, there is. The Father justifies, the 

Son redeems, and the Spirit regenerates. 1 Corinthians 11:3 says, “But I want you to understand 

that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of 

Christ.” God is the head of Christ and yet we know that Christ is equal with God. Colossians 2:9 

says, “For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form.” Man being the head of woman 

is no more about “equality” than God being the head of Christ is.  

 

So why do egalitarians believe this? Well, the key text in their argument is Galatians 

3:28. And I want to briefly explain this verse because if it’s not teaching what they say it is, then 

really egalitarianism is disarmed. If you’d like to turn to Galatians 3:28 and read with me it says, 

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor 

female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Their argument is that this passage teaches there is 

no distinction between men and women. That’s what the verse says right? “There is neither male 

nor female.” Isn’t that a deal killer? 

The problem with that is a misunderstanding of the context. This passage IS teaching that 

there is no distinction between male and female, as well as Jew and Greek, slave or free. But the 

question is, “no distinction in regard to what?” And the answer in context is explicitly clear. 

There is no distinction in regard to salvation. There is no distinction in regard to how a person is 

justified before God. Jew, Greek, slave, free, male, female, we are all justified the same way. 

Verse 26 says, “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.” That is the theme of 

Galatians, the just shall live by faith. We are not saved by our good works, and we are not 

sustained in our Christian life by good works. We are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, 

in Christ alone. There is no distinction when it comes to how any human being is saved.  

 



 

 

14 

14 

Does that mean maleness and femaleness disappear? Of course not. Remember, Adam 

and Eve were both created into relationship with God and created with gender-specific roles. In 

Colossians 3, Paul makes the same argument that there is no distinction between male and 

female when it comes to salvation. But after that he talks about the man’s role as husband and 

the woman’s role as wife. So Paul clearly does not view the lack of distinction as it relates to 

justification eliminating roles based on gender.  

It is clear that from the beginning, God created men and women equal yet different. And 

God only does what it is good does He not? 

 

 I hope that you have seen God’s good design for womanhood in creation. And I hope that 

you will embrace God’s good design for womanhood in the Church. It is a beautiful thing. Any 

abuse of our God-given roles is a sinful and terrible thing. Any abdication of our roles is a sinful 

thing. And just like the abdication of roles in the garden led to the first sin, when we tell God His 

ways are not best and do things our own way, it only ends in destruction.  

 

So here is my admonition to you women. We are in a spiritual battle. 2 Corinthians 10:3–

5 describes that battle as a battle of ideas. God’s Word has the power to destroy strongholds. And 

those strongholds are arguments and every lofty opinion that is raised against the objective 

knowledge of God. Ideas like egalitarianism. Ideas like feminism, which has really only harmed 

women. We are in a spiritual battle and the world is throwing everything it can at you through 

their arguments and lofty opinions that stand in opposition to God’s perfect Word and ways.  

How are you going to counteract the constant barrage of messages being thrown at you 

day in and day out? How are you going to see false teaching for what it really is? How are you 

going to spot Satan disguising himself as an angle of light? How are you going to see the half-

truths designed to kill and destroy?  

The answer is stay in God’s Word and stay near God’s people. You can’t fight this battle 

on your own. God didn’t intend you to. He didn’t intend for any of us to! We will stand because 

we stand together. We will stand because Christ will make us stand, and as we draw close to Him 

in His Word, we will build our house upon the rock, and the storms of this life will crash around 

us, but that house built upon the rock does not fall.  
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Where are you looking for your accolades? Is it from the world? Do you need to “be 

someone” in order to be valuable? Is a faithful life to your family and your church and to 

unbelievers enough for you? Do you know some of the greatest examples of womanhood in the 

world? No you don’t, because no one knows them except God. Ladies, you need to find your 

identity in Christ. You are His beloved child. God gave the most precious thing to redeem you 

and bring you into His family, His Son. He loves you. He knows you. And if you are His child, 

He has your name written in His book.  

God perfectly created you as a suitable helper. He perfectly created you in His image. 

You are a child of the King with a specific purpose and role. You have one life to live for His 

glory. Do that as a woman of God.  

 

Jude 24–25, “Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the 

presence of His glory blameless with great joy, 25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. 

Amen.” 

 

 


