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Root to Fruit Part 3 - Up: The True Vine

Passage: John 15:1-8

Main Idea: True spiritual growth and genuine fruitfulness do not come from self-effort
or artificial appearances. They only come through deep, intentional connection to
Jesus, the True Vine, and stepping away from the noise of the world to abide in His
presence.

Icebreaker & Opening

e The "Wax Apple" Moment: Share a time you bought or tried something that looked
great from the outside, but turned out to be completely fake or disappointing once
you experienced it.

e The Noise Factor: Think about your average day. How much time do you spend in
true, quiet without phones, background TV, music, or chatter?

Part 1: Real Fruit vs. Fake Wax (John 15:1-2)

In John 15:1-8, Jesus presents Himself as the True Vine and God as the Vinedresser. In
the Old Testament, Israel was often pictured as a vineyard that grew wild or feral rather
than producing good fruit.

1. Appearance vs. Substance: \What does "wax fruit Christianity" look like in everyday
life? Why is it so easy to focus on looking the part on Sunday rather than bearing
real fruit during the week?

2. The Purpose of Pruning: A Vinedresser prunes both non-fruitful branches and
fruitful ones so they can grow even better. How have you experienced God'’s
"pruning” in your life (e.g., removing bad habits, shifting priorities, or taking away
distractions)?

Part 2: Growth Requires Structure & Support (John 15:3-5)

Unmanaged vines grow wildly into gutters and bushes, creating chaos without
producing good fruit. They require a trellis to guide their direction and support their
weight.



1. Wild Growth: In what areas of life do you tend to go "feral" or chaotic when you try
to manage things in your own strength instead of staying connected to Jesus?

2. Building a Trellis: A vine needs external support to grow upward. Who or what acts
as a "trellis" in your life to keep you grounded, supported, and growing toward
Christ? How does our small group serve as part of that support system?

Part 3: Drawing Life from the Root

A healthy vine pulls nutrients from deep underground even during a drought. Jesus
promises that everything needed for life and godliness flows from Him.

1. Identifying Our Needs: What season are you walking through right now (e.g.,
weariness, anxiety, anger, busyness)? How does trying to handle that season
without Christ lead to spiritual burnout?

2. "If you don't stay attached to the Root, you will burn out on the fruit." What
does this statement mean to you personally? What are some "poisonous” things we
tend to chase when our souls aren't satisfied in Jesus?

Part 4: Silence, Solitude, and Abiding (Luke 5:16)

Jesus regularly withdrew to desolate places to pray and hear the Father's voice. In a
world full of constant noise pollution and digital distraction, silence requires intentional
effort.

1. The Noise Challenge: Constant noise forces our minds and bodies to stayin a
reactive state. How does daily background noise impact your spiritual health and
ability to hear God?

2. Solitude vs. Loneliness: Author Richard Foster noted that “"Loneliness is inner
emptiness; solitude is inner fulfillment." How can we practice meaningful quietness
with God this week, even in the middle of busy schedules?

Application &Wrap-Up

e Self-Check: Are there areas in your life where you are trying to manufacture "fake
fruit" instead of abiding in the Vine?

e Action Step: Set aside 10-15 minutes this week for complete silence—no phone, no
music, no agenda. Use that time simply to rest in God's presence and ask Him to
clear the sediment from your soul.

Closing Prayer:

Pray for one another to find true rest in Christ, for God to prune away distractions, and
for the courage to cultivate regular times of quiet solitude with the Father this week.



