
Discussion Guide: Down 4 - Water
The Big Idea

Your environment shapes your impact, but your Source determines your survival. To "bloom where you 
are planted," you must ensure your roots are touching the Living Water, even when your branches are 
reaching into a dry wilderness.

Icebreaker

The "Joshua Bell" Moment: In 2007, a world-class violinist played a $3.5 million violin in a DC subway 
station. Almost everyone ignored him because the environment didn't match the excellence.

Can you think of a time when you had something great to share (a skill, a story, or a gift), but the 
"environment" or timing was just completely wrong? How did that feel?

Part 1: The Power of Environment

Read Psalm 1:1–4

1.  Psalm 1 describes three levels of "planting" in the wrong environment: walking, standing, and sitting. 
How have you seen a person’s environment (friends, media, workplace culture) slowly change their 
perspective over time?

2.  The text contrasts a Tree (rooted/stable) with Chaff (light/driven by the wind). In your current season 
of life, do you feel more like the tree or the chaff? Why?

3.  The "In Its Season" Principle: Growth isn't instant. How do we stay encouraged when we are 
"planted by the water" but don't see fruit yet?

Part 2: Root vs. Reach

Read Isaiah 43:19

1.  Root for Strength / Reach for Impact: We often find ourselves in "dry" environments (secular 
workplaces, difficult schools, or unsupportive families). What is the danger of rooting in those places 
rather than just reaching into them?



2.  How can we practically "reach" into a dry environment (like a public school or a tough office) without 
letting that environment change our "root" system?

3.  The "Equally Yoked" Challenge: Are there areas in your life where you have "rooted" yourself (given 
your heart, time, or identity) in a place where there is no Water?

Part 3: Diving into the Source

Read Isaiah 55:10–11

1.  Spurgeon mentioned that a faith that "paddles at the edge" is a "dry-land faith." What does a "deep-
water faith" look like in everyday life?

2.  Isaiah 55 promises that God’s Word will succeed in the thing for which He sent it. This implies God 
has a specific purpose for you right now. What do you think God is trying to accomplish in your 
life in this current season?

3.  The Karry Example: The sermon ended with the idea that you can bloom anywhere if you are 
connected to the Source. What is one practical "water source" (a specific habit, scripture, or 
community) you can lean into this week to stay hydrated spiritually?

Closing Prayer

Pray for Perception: Ask God to help the group "perceive" the new thing He is doing (Isaiah 43:19).
Pray for Protection: Ask for strength for those who are currently "reaching" into difficult or dry 
environments.
Pray for Deep Roots: Pray for a renewed hunger for God's Word this week.

"Be satisfied with nothing less than a faith that swims in the deeps of divine revelation." — Charles 
Spurgeon


