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The Rocky Road to Glory: God’s Love 
FBCG, December 21, 2025 

 
Jeremiah 7:7–15 (ESV) 8“Behold, you trust in deceptive words to no avail. 9Will you steal, murder, commit 
adultery, swear falsely, make offerings to Baal, and go after other gods that you have not known, 10and then 
come and stand before me in this house, which is called by my name, and say, ‘We are delivered!’—only to go 
on doing all these abominations? 11Has this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in 
your eyes? Behold, I myself have seen it, declares the LORD. 13And now, because you have done all these 
things, declares the LORD, and when I spoke to you persistently you did not listen, and when I called you, you 
did not answer, 14therefore I will do to the house that is called by my name, and in which you trust, and to the 
place that I gave to you and to your fathers, as I did to Shiloh. 15And I will cast you out of my sight, as I cast out 
all your kinsmen, all the offspring of Ephraim. 

2 Chronicles 7:12–18 (ESV)2Then the Lord appeared to Solomon in the night and said to him: “I have heard 
your prayer and have chosen this place for myself as a house of sacrifice. 13When I shut up the heavens 
so that there is no rain, or command the locust to devour the land, or send pestilence among my people, 
14if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 15Now my 
eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayer that is made in this place. 16For now I have chosen 
and consecrated this house that my name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will be there for all 
time. 17And as for you, if you will walk before me as David your father walked, doing according to all that I 
have commanded you and keeping my statutes and my rules, 18then I will establish your royal throne, as I 
covenanted with David your father, saying, ‘You shall not lack a man to rule Israel.’ 

Romans 1:16–17 (ESV)16For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17For in it the righteousness of God is revealed 
from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” Paul goes on in this chapter to describe 
what will happen when those who know the ways of the Lord purpose to rebell and walk in sin without 
forgivenss…. He will hand them over to their destructive ways 

Isaiah 9:6, 7 (ESV)6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. 7Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and 
over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth 
and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Haggai 2:20–23 (ESV)20The word of the Lord came a second time to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day of the 
month, 21“Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I am about to shake the heavens and the 
earth, 22and to overthrow the throne of kingdoms. I am about to destroy the strength of the kingdoms of 
the nations, and overthrow the chariots and their riders. And the horses and their riders shall go down, 
every one by the sword of his brother. 23On that day, declares the Lord of hosts, I will take you, O 
Zerubbabel my servant, the son of Shealtiel, declares the Lord, and make you like a signet ring, for I have 
chosen you, declares the Lord of hosts.”  
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Ezra 1:1–4 (ESV)1In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah 
might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom and also put it in writing: “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: The LORD, the God of 
heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah. 3Whoever is among you of all his people, may his God be with him, and let him go up to 
Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of Israel—he is the God who is in 
Jerusalem. Ezra 1:4–7 (ESV) 

Zechariah 4:4–10 (ESV)4And I said to the angel who talked with me, “What are these, my lord?” 5Then the 
angel who talked with me answered and said to me, “Do you not know what these are?” I said, “No, my lord.” 
6Then he said to me, “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, says the LORD of hosts. Who are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you shall become a plain. 
And he shall bring forward the top stone amid shouts of ‘Grace, grace to it!’ ” 8Then the word of the LORD 
came to me, saying, 9“The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall also 
complete it. Then you will know that the LORD of hosts has sent me to you. 10For whoever has despised the day 
of small things shall rejoice, and shall see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel.    

Romans 8:31–39 (ESV)31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He 
who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all 
things? 33Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ 
Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is 
interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed 
all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 
things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
Two questions to consider: 

1. How has God demonstrated his love and faithfulness to you? 

 

2. What promises has God spoken to you/his followers?  

 

 

Spend some time praising the Lord and thanking him for his faithfulness and love. 

 


