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Receiving the Kingdom of God - Mark 10:13-34 
FBCG – Pastor Carl Harris, September 27, 2026 

 
Mark 10:13–34 (ESV)13And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples 
rebuked them. 14But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me; 
do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 15Truly, I say to you, whoever does not 
receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” 16And he took them in his arms and blessed 
them, laying his hands on them. 17And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before 
him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18And Jesus said to him, “Why 
do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 19You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, 
Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and 
mother.’ ” 20And he said to him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” 21And Jesus, looking at him, 
loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 22Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for 
he had great possessions. 23And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for 
those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24And the disciples were amazed at his words. But 
Jesus said to them again, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 26And they 
were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be saved?” 27Jesus looked at them and 
said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God.” 28Peter began to 
say to him, “See, we have left everything and followed you.” 29Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no 
one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for 
the gospel, 30who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and 
mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. 31But many who 
are first will be last, and the last first.” 32And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was 
walking ahead of them. And they were amazed, and those who followed were afraid. And taking the 
twelve again, he began to tell them what was to happen to him, 33saying, “See, we are going up to 
Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will 
condemn him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles. 34And they will mock him and spit on him, and 
flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.” 
 
Philippians 3:4–11 (ESV)4though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else 
thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, of the 
people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a 
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 7But whatever gain I had, I 
counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing 
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them 
as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that 
depends on faith— 10that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, 11that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
 
Ephesians 2:8–10 (ESV)8For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it 
is the gift of God, 9not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
 
Romans 3:28 (ESV)28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 



2 
 

 
Romans 4:4–5 (ESV)4Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5And 
to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as 
righteousness, 
 
Titus 3:5–7 (ESV)5he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his 
own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out on us 
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life.Matthew 6:24 (ESV) 24“No one can serve two masters, for either he 
will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve God and money. 
 
Mark 8:36–37 (ESV)36For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul?  
37For what can a man give in return for his soul? 
 
Ecclesiastes 2:10–11 (ESV)10And whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them. I kept my heart from 
no pleasure, for my heart found pleasure in all my toil, and this was my reward for all my toil. 11Then I 
considered all that my hands had done and the toil I had expended in doing it, and behold, all was vanity 
and a striving after wind, and there was nothing to be gained under the sun. 
 
Application and Questions 

1. What are some specific ways that God is speaking to you today through his Word and the sermon 
preached? If the Lord is requiring something from you? If so, ask him to help you as you purpose to obey 
and trust Him. 

 

2. Do you have a tendency, when it comes to following Jesus to, “count the costs” of doing so? If so, 
confess this to Him, understanding that He loves you and has the very best (hundredfold) for you. 

 

3. Is Jesus Christ your Lord and Savior? Is your answer demonstrated in the ways that you live your life? If 
he is not your Lord, why not ask him to be today? 


