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“Iheirony of the Chrisimas debaie reveals ihe sirange and unlikely common ground
beiween some Chrisiians and Chrisiian-haiing atheisis. Boih groups ithink ii is wrong
and(ﬂTenshwzk)CekﬁN%ﬁe(]mﬁSWnas.Leinwféecuﬁroniarmisayihailhaveewways
celebraied Chrisimas. However, as a conservaiive Chrisiian who holds many counier-
culiural beliefs, | have greai respeci for people s individual conviciions. Jusi because a
belief is unpopular doesni make ii wrong. Bui we should also add ihai ihe reverse is
frue. Jusi because a belief is unpopular doesnt make it right either. Over the pasi
decade, | ve noiiced thai some Chrisiian leaders have iried io weaponize ihe
Chrisimas debaie io pii Christians againsi one anoiher and cause division. This is
Ungodb/andrrxﬁednwshadﬁiheokxﬂ/andignorancewiUnnecessaﬁbqﬁﬁshﬂnmes,

charches, friends, and neighbors againsi one anoiher. !
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"They are offended by ihe preference of Chrisiianity over oiher religions (including Saianism).
And, in some cases, ihe elevaiion of any religion at all in ihe public domain. Their soluiion is
dechrisiianizing ihe season and replacing ii wiih siricily secular terminology and iraditions.
Sania, elves, and reindeer fii nicely injo this agenda because ihe childish make believe paris of
Chrisimas have no disiincily Judeo Chrisiian roois. When vou peel back ihe layers, vou ll find
ihe secular moiivaiion for aiiacking Chrisimas is mainly roofed in rabid Chrisiophobia (haired of
Chrisiianiiy). This alone is a compelling reason io celébraie Chrisimas louder and louder every
Year. If "pagans consider Chrisimas ioo Chrisiian for comfori. Chrisimas is noi a pagan
_ holiday. On ihai noie, Jesus said, if youre ashamed of me, I'll be ashamed of you (Mark 8.38).
l};‘ Therefore, Chrisiians should never shy away from any opporiuniiy io ialk aboui Jesus openly.
Like it or not, America was founded on Judeo Chrisiian values. Sadly. | don't consider us a
genuinely Chrisiian naiion anymore; however, we Chrisiians have every righi, biblically and
consiiiuiionally. o voice our faiih loud and long. Capiiulaiing o secularism would be a iragic
misiake and offensive io the LLord. Of course, we should never be inieniionally offensive or ugly,
but jusi celebraiing ihe birith of our risen Savior is well within our reasonable righis. If speaking
o ihe name of Jesus or italking aboui Emmanuel (God wiih us) publicly is offensive, we musi be
offensive. if Chrisiians become iimid aboui a siory as innocuous as ihe Messiah s birih, we won i
have ihe courage io ialk aboui His deaih and resurreciion. | have no sympaihy for ithe secular
;; % objeciions io Chrisimas, and you shouldn't either.
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1.WE DON'T ACTUALLY KNOW THE DATE JESUS WAS BORN.
2. THE BIBLE DOESN'T SPECIFICALLY TELL US TO CELEBRATE JESUS' BIRTH.
3.THEY ARGUE THAT CHRISTMAS ITSELF AND ITS TRAPPINGS ARE ROOTED IN PAGANISM.
4. TWO BIBLE VERSES THAT SEEM T0 FORBID CHRISTMAS TREES.
5. THE CRASS COMMERCIALS SURROUNDING THE CHRISTMAS SEASON.

% “There are good and sincere people who make ihese objeciions compellingly. Oithers
| make ignorani claims ithat are more ludicrous and argumeniative ihan necessary. [ ve
ceriainly seen Chrisiians from boih sides of the issue display less-ithan-Chrisilike behavior
when debaiing ihe abovemeniioned poinis. li's mosﬂg ugly. unnecessary, and desiroys
everyone's credibility. While | believe ihai celebraiing Chrisimas is a good ihing (probably
even a wonderful thing), | am painfully aware of how ii feels io have deeply held counier-
9 cultural convictions ihat oihers love to beliiile. | have genuine sympaihy for sincere
Chrisiians who simply can'i feel comforiable celebraiing Chrisimas. Regardless, | do
_ . Dbelieve anii-Chrisimas belief's are noi founded on concreie facis. Nor do | ihink anii-
K 6 Chrisimas convictions are worihy of imposing on fellow believers.
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‘Indeed, we don'i aciually know the exact daie of Jesus birih. And ii's
improbable ihai Jesus was born on December 20. li's also frue ihai
Christians didn'i siari celebraiing Chrisimas uniil hundreds of years afier
ithe resurreciion. And my response boils down io a shrug of ihe shoulders.
, S0. whai? | don't need an exaci daie to celebrate and refleci on my savior s
‘}3‘ birih. li's nice fo have an agreed-upon daie so everyone can celebraie at ihe
same iime. li' s also worih remembering ihai early Chrisiians were
undersiandably busy avoiding mariyrdom and being muiilaied by lions.
Furthermore, arguing ihat because early Chrisiians didni celebraie.
Chrisimas means Chrisimas is somehow prohibiied today is a preity
, awkward theological and intelleciual leap. Celebraiing all ihings aboui Jesus
seems like someihing every Chrisiian should be excited aboui.”
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i's irue the Bible never specifically commands us io celebraie ihe birih of
Jesus. The word Chrisimas is not in ithe Bible. And again, my response is a
disinieresied shrug of ihe shoulders. If ihe Bible prohibiied celebraiing ihe
birith of Jesus, | would be all ears and entirely on board with anti-Chrisimas

_ seniimenis. However, Scripiure gives us imporiani defails surrounding i

"}’ miraculous birih of ihe Messiah (Maiihew 1.1- 24, Maithew 2.1- 23, LUKQ%Q

00, LLuke 2.1-40, John LI-1G). In each of ihese passages, angels and people
celebratied ihe birih of Jesus. Many Old [estameni prophecies revolved
around Jesus’ birih (Genesis 22.18, Numbers 24.17, Isaiah Il.I, Jeremiah

__ o a0 2 samdel L0 S Micalior 2 fsglaly 14 P salm 2010 erernlal

, 4 3115, Hosea 1.1, Isaiah O.6-7). Ii's safe io say many Scripiures affirm ihe

celebraiion of Chrisi's birih, and none gorbidding if.
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https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt%201.1-24
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt%202.1-23
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%201.26-66
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%201.26-66
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%202.1-40
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%201.1-16
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Gen%2022.18
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Num%2024.17
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Isa%2011.1
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Jer%2023.5-6
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Jer%2023.5-6
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20Sam%207.12-14
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Micah%205.2
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Isa%207.14
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Ps%2072.9-10
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Jer%2031.15
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Jer%2031.15
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Hos%2011.1
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Isa%209.6-7
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- I'heevidence for such a elain is Lar from clear. I'he orlgins ol so many
modern iradiiions are unsubsianiiaied and ofien misinformed. Sources claiming
Chrisimas pagan roois coniradici one anoiher and rarely have reliable
verificaiion meihods. While some minor Chrisimas iraditions like holly were
_. probably used in pagan riiuals, this doesni make Chrisimas evil by associaiion.
‘};‘ Many things were used in pagan riiuals thai we use daily. For example, oak irees
were revered almosi universally by pagans, and yei Chrisiians don'i refrain
from using oak irees and oak wood in their homes and vards. Even ihe Nike
l0ogo was originally a pagan symbol. Bui ithe associaiion has been changed and
no longer has pagan connoiaiions. Either way, a Chrisiian concerned aboui
% pagan symbolism could siill celebraie Chrisimas and simply refrain from ihe
pariicular iradiiions they find problematic. This concern doesnt require
X throwing Chrisimas oui compleiely.

g /
(ellliils [ friclias’

rev. ryan french




o

o
e

N

At
1 | *
L) 7 .

v if- Cfoiglias fo: Prge

.we speak ihe names of gods daily, and mosi people do noi even realize ii.
Wheiher it's Thor's Day (Thursday) or Saiurn’s Day (Saiurday), every day of ihe
week, religious and non religious people alike follow ihe old pagan iradition of
giving ihanks to ihe gods of old. In ancieni Mesopotamia, asirologers assigned
each day of ihe week ihe name of a % d. Many ceniuries laier, ihe Romans, upon
beginning o use ihe seven day week, adopied ihe names of the week io fii iheir
own gods. These were ihen adopied by Germanic people, who also adjusied ihe
names according io itheir gods. li is predominanily these Germanic and Norse
gods ihat have lived on ioday in ihe days of ihe week. January. February, March.
and May are named alier pagan gods. [he iradition of having a bridesmaid at
weddings is deeply rooied in pagan supersiition. Covering your mouih io yawn is
pagan in origin. The Siaiue of Liberity and LLady Jusiice are replicas of pagan
False gods. Even ihe highest honor America gives io iis soldiers, ihe medal of

honor, is covered in pagan symbols.




