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WE ARE MADE FOR RELATIONSHIP, BECAUSE WE
ARE CREATED IN THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD
WHO IS A RELATIONSHIP
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FATHER, 'SON & HOLY SPIRETZ-5EHE T RENTSEY: S
AN ETERNAL COMMUNION OF LOVE

ADAM & EVE LIVED IN PERFECT COMMUNION
WITH THIS LOVE

ORIGINAL SIN DISRUPTED THIS RELATIONSHIP
GOD INTERVENES AND DRAWS THE PEOPLE OF
ISRAEL (HIS CHOSEN PEOPLE) INTO
RELATIONSHIP ONCE MORE

o THROUGH COVENANTS AND MEDIATORS...
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JESUS COMES INTO THE WORLD TO MAKE THIS
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GOD AND MAN INCARNATE
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IN HIS VERY BODY, HE RESTORES THE RELATIONSHIP

THIS BODY HAS A VISIBLE EXPRESSION HERE ON
EARTH THAT IS ALIVE AND WELL TODAY: THE CHURCH,
THE BODY OF CHRIST
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» The Church is both physical and spiritual
o Physical
= We see a visible expression of the Church on this
earth (in her fullness, in the Catholic Church)
= More than just a building, see it in the hierarchy, in

the gathering of the Body of Christ, etc.
o Spiritual
= The Church exists in heaven, where Christ the King
reigns in glory
= The fullness of the Church is usually hidden from our
eyes

* When Christ came, He gathered 12 men to Himself, with
Peter as the Head. These men would be the fulfillment of the
12 Tribes of Israel (the structure of the Old Covenant). He
shared with these Apostles His authority, mission, and power.

o Then, when blood & water poured forth from Jesus’ side,
the Church was born.
= Since the early Church, we've always seen this blood
and water as symbols of the sacraments
o The Holy Spirit came at Pentecost to continually sanctify
and protect the Church.
= We see the Church come ALIVE!




* The Three “States” of the Church:
o 1) Church Triumphant: Members of the Church who now reign with God

in Heaven.
They are still members of the Church and thus we are united to
them still..That's why we can ask them to pray for us.
Hebrews 12 - the “great cloud of witness”
REVEIE) “a great multitude, which no one could count, from
every nation, race, people, and tongue.”

2) Church Suffering: those in need of further purification before entering
Heaven.

= Since they are still members of the Church, we can pray for them.
= 1Cor3:15

3) Church Militant: those on earth fighting the good fight

= US!

= 1Cor 9:24 - “Run so as to win!”

“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then

you will be able to test and approve what God’s will
is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”

ROMANS 12:2

* The Church is a Body...
o “As a body is one though it has many parts, and all the parts of
the body, though many, are one body, so also Christ. For in one
Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or
Greeks, slaves or free persons, and we were all given to drink of
one Spirit” (1 Cor 12:12-13).
* We are all different “parts” of the body, but united in Christ.
o Christ is “the head of the Body, the Church” (Col. 1:18).

* “About Jesus Christ and the Church, | simply know they're just one
thing, and we shouldn’t complicate the matter.” - St. Joan of Arc




* The Church is a Bride

o Christ is the bridegroom (husband) who loves the Church as His
Bride.

= “Christ loved the Church and gave himself up for her, that
he might sanctify her” (Eph. 5:25).
= Mark 2:18-20
= John 3:29
Christ rescues His bride (Baptism), feeds her (the Eucharist),
cleanses her (Confession), makes her alive (Confirmation), gives

her authority (Priesthood), heals her (Anointing of the Sick), and
teaches her how to love (Marriage).

Because of this, we refer to the Church as “She” and not “It.”

« Four Marks of the Church: essential characteristics of the Church...
o 1) One: the Church is united as one, though composed of many, since she is the one Body of
Christ,
= -Visible expressions of th
+ a) Catholics believe the same faith and doctrines (handed on by the Apostles)
« b) Worship of God is essentially the same everywhere throughout the world in Catholic
chu S
5) All priests and bishops follow a “line of succession” dating back to the Apostles.
= -The Church’s unity has been wounded by schisms and breaks...Jesus desires us to work
1 rds restoring that unity!
o 2) Holy: being united with Christ, the Church is sanctified by Him, and through Him sanctifies all.
= -Though she is full of sinners, the Church is holy because she is Christ's.

= -The members of the Church are sinful and imperfect, but the Church herself is not.

* Four Marks of the Church: ntial characteristics of the Church...
o 3) Catholic: the Church is “universal,” complete, and meant for all.
= -The Church has the “fulness of the faith” and all that is necessary for the world to be saved.

= -The Church is meant for all people at all times, regardless of situations (race, economics,
history).

) Apostolic: The Church is founded and built upon the Apostles.
= -This is crucial be e Jesus gave His very authority to the Apostles, and they passed it

ssion: the mission & authority of Jesus, as handed on to the Apostles, has
n through the centuries in the Catholic Church.
-The mission of Jesus endures: “Go and baptize all nations...”

-The authority of Jesus “Jesus breathed on them & said: receive the gift of the
Holy Spiri
-The promise of Jesus endures: “| will be with you always...”
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WHAT ABOUT THE POPE?
* -Pope: the bishop of R e and succ or of Peter.
* -Christ clearly tablished Peter as head of the Apostles..

o -“You ] nd upon this Rock | will build my
Church, tes of the nethery hall not
prevail ag tit” (Mt. 16:18).

o -Peter has a unique role after the sion of Jesus -
leads the process of choosing the new apostle, he gives
the first homily, presides over the first major council in
Jerusalem, and speaks for the Church.

* -The authority and role of Peter as leader of the Chur

pa s along to his successo the bishops of Rome)

Throughout the history of the Church, the pope has always
en the visible symbol of unity for the Churc

united” with the pope, you are united with t

* -Pope Francis is the 266th por n the history of the

Catholic Church.
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OES THE CATHOLIC CHURCH WORK PRACTICALLY?
N REFER TO 3 THIN
THOSE GATHERED HERE TO RSHIP AND BE

BUT STILL LOCAL LEVEL. “LOCAL
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3) UNIVERSA c THE COMMUNITY OF BELIEVERS ROUGHOUT

HURCH. HIS “PRIME MINISTER" IS THE POPE
ERSAL CHURCH HERE ON EARTH
OLLABORATORS (BISHOPS AND CARDINALS)
THE CHURCH
S CESSOR OF THE APOSTLES
THE DIOCESE AND TE/

O)MPOSED OF PARISHES. EACH PARISH HAS A PASTOR
OF THE PARISH, RESPO
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THE CHURCH IS...

A FAMILY: ANYWHERE THAT YOU GO IN THE
WORLD, YOU WILL FIND A CATHOLIC CHURCH THAT
YOU ARE

A HOME: WE WERE MADE FOR RELATIONSHIP AND
MADE FOR A HOME. WE WILL NOT BE TRULY AND
FULLY HOME UNTIL HEAVEN, BUT THE CHURCH
WAS GIVEN TO US AS AN “ALREADY, BUT NOT YET”
HOME TO PREPARE US FOR OUR TRUE HOME!




