Nehemiah 10-11
Dedication To the Lord

Nehemiah 9:38 “Because of all this we make a firm covenant in writing; on the sealed document are
the names of our princes, our Levites, and our priests.

Nehemiah 10:1-29 “On the seals are the names of Nehemiah the governor, the son of Hacaliah,
Zedekiah ... 28 “The rest of the people, the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, the
temple servants, and all who have separated themselves from the peoples of the lands to the Law of
God, their wives, their sons, their daughters, all who have knowledge and understanding, 29 join
with their brothers, their nobles, and enter into a curse and an oath to walk in God’s Law that was
given by Moses the servant of God, and to observe and do all the commandments of the LORD our
Lord and his rules and his statutes.

+ Old Covenant also known as Mosaic Covenant
+ Laws to govern Israel after leaving Egypt
+ Made between God and nation of Israel
+ The Law revealed their sinfulness and need for grace
A sacrificial system that covered their sins and pointed to grace
+ The sacrificial system taught them grace and prepared them for a sacrificial Savior

New Covenant
* Replaces or nullifies the Old Covenant
+ Grace and salvation come through Jesus the Christ’s sacrifice
The sacrifice is once-for-all of our sins... not a continual sacrifice as in the Old Covenant
+ Made with Israel but opened to the Gentiles
+ Is written on hearts not stone tablets

Jeremiah 31:31-34 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when | will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that | made with
their fathers on the day when | took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my
covenant that they broke, though | was their husband, declares the LORD. 33 For this is the
covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: | will put my
law within them, and | will write it on their hearts. And | will be their God, and they shall be my
people. 34 And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the
LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For |
will forgive their iniquity, and | will remember their sin no more.”

1 Corinthians 11:25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Hebrews 8:6-7, 13 But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than
the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises. 7 For if that first
covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to look for a second. (Quotes
Jeremiah 31:31-34) 13 In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is
becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.

+ Lord’s Supper and baptism are 2 of the “ordinances” we are to follow
+ Ordinance is a command that is to be observed or followed
« Sacrament is a ritual that imparts grace



1. Dedicate your heart to the Lord.

Nehemiah 10:30 We will not give our daughters to the peoples of the land or take their daughters for
our sons.

2. Dedicate your body to the Lord.

Nehemiah 10:31 And if the peoples of the land bring in goods or any grain on the Sabbath day to
sell, we will not buy from them on the Sabbath or on a holy day. And we will forego the crops of the
seventh year and the exaction of every debt.

3. Dedicate your time to the Lord.

Nehemiah 10:32-39 We also take on ourselves the obligation to give yearly a third part of a shekel
for the service of the house of our God: 33 for the showbread, the regular grain offering, the regular
burnt offering, the Sabbaths, the new moons, the appointed feasts, the holy things, and the sin
offerings to make atonement for Israel, and for all the work of the house of our God. 34 We, the
priests, the Levites, and the people, have likewise cast lots for the wood offering, to bring it into the
house of our God, according to our fathers’ houses, at times appointed, year by year, to burn on the
altar of the LORD our God, as it is written in the Law. 35 We obligate ourselves to bring the firstfruits
of our ground and the firstfruits of all fruit of every tree, year by year, to the house of the LORD;

36 also to bring to the house of our God, to the priests who minister in the house of our God, the
firstborn of our sons and of our cattle, as it is written in the Law, and the firstborn of our herds and of
our flocks; 37 and to bring the first of our dough, and our contributions, the fruit of every tree, the
wine and the oil, to the priests, to the chambers of the house of our God; and to bring to the Levites
the tithes from our ground, for it is the Levites who collect the tithes in all our towns where we labor.
38 And the priest, the son of Aaron, shall be with the Levites when the Levites receive the tithes. And
the Levites shall bring up the tithe of the tithes to the house of our God, to the chambers of the
storehouse. 39 For the people of Israel and the sons of Levi shall bring the contribution of grain,
wine, and oil to the chambers, where the vessels of the sanctuary are, as well as the priests who
minister, and the gatekeepers and the singers. We will not neglect the house of our God.”

4. Dedicate your money to the Lord.

Nehemiah 11:1-4 Now the leaders of the people lived in Jerusalem. And the rest of the people cast
lots to bring one out of ten to live in Jerusalem the holy city, while nine out of ten remained in the
other towns. 2 And the people blessed all the men who willingly offered to live in Jerusalem. 3 These
are the chiefs of the province who lived in Jerusalem; but in the towns of Judah everyone lived on his
property in their towns: Israel, the priests, the Levites, the temple servants, and the descendants of
Solomon’s servants. 4 And in Jerusalem lived certain of the sons of Judah and of the sons of
Benjamin. ...

5. Dedicate your fear of the future to the Lord.



