
Exodus Series Part 8 
Exodus 7:1-25 

Hard Hearts and the Dark Arts 

Exodus 7:1-2 So the LORD said to Moses: “See, I have made you as God to Pharaoh, and Aaron 
your brother shall be your prophet. 2 You shall speak all that I command you. And Aaron your 
brother shall tell Pharaoh to send the children of Israel out of his land. 


1. Speak the truth in love. 

Exodus 7:3-7 And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and multiply My signs and My wonders in the 
land of Egypt. 4 But Pharaoh will not heed you, so that I may lay My hand on Egypt and bring My 
armies and My people, the children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great judgments. 5 And 
the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I stretch out My hand on Egypt and bring out 
the children of Israel from among them.” 6 Then Moses and Aaron did so; just as the LORD 
commanded them, so they did. 7 And Moses was eighty years old and Aaron eighty-three years 
old when they spoke to Pharaoh.


Exodus 12:12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike all the 
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will 
execute judgment: I am the LORD. 


Exodus 18:11 Now I know that the LORD is greater than all the gods; for in the very thing in 
which they behaved proudly, He was above them.”


Numbers 33:4 For the Egyptians were burying all their firstborn, whom the LORD had killed 
among them. Also on their gods the LORD had executed judgments.


Exodus 3:18 Then they will heed your voice; and you shall come, you and the elders of Israel, to 
the king of Egypt; and you shall say to him, ‘The LORD God of the Hebrews has met with us; and 
now, please, let us go three days’ journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD 
our God.’ 


Exodus 7:8-13 Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 9 “When Pharaoh speaks to 
you, saying, ‘Show a miracle for yourselves,’ then you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your rod and cast 
it before Pharaoh, and let it become a serpent.’ ” 10 So Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh, and 
they did so, just as the LORD commanded. And Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh and 
before his servants, and it became a serpent.

11 But Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers; so the magicians of Egypt, they also 
did in like manner with their enchantments. 12 For every man threw down his rod, and they 
became serpents. But Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods. 13 And Pharaoh’s heart grew hard, 
and he did not heed them, as the LORD had said.


The heart is that spiritual part of us where our emotions and desires dwell. The heart is the 
core of our being. 

Serpent: Pharaoh’s heart “grew hard” (7:13)

Blood: Pharaoh’s heart “grew hard” (7:22)

Frogs: Pharaoh “hardened his heart” (8:15)

Gnats/Lice: Pharaoh’s heart “grew hard” (8:19)




Flies: “Pharaoh “hardened his heart” (8:32)

Livestock die: Pharaoh’s heart “became hard” (9:7)

Boils: “The LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart” (9:12)

Hail: The heart of Pharaoh “was hard” (9:34)

Locusts: “The LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart” (10:1,10:20)

Darkness: “The LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart” (10:27)

Death of the firstborn: “The LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart” (11:10)

Red Sea Crossing: “I will harden Pharaoh’s heart” (14:4,17)


Exodus 12:38 A mixed multitude went up with them also, and flocks and herds—a great deal of 
livestock.


Numbers 11:4 Now the mixed multitude who were among them yielded to intense craving; so 
the children of Israel also wept again and said: “Who will give us meat to eat?


2. Beware of the hard heart against God 

Romans 9:15-21  For He says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whomever I will have mercy, and I 
will have compassion on whomever I will have compassion.” 16 So then it is not of him who wills, 
nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to the Pharaoh, 
“For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I may show My power in you, and that My name 
may be declared in all the earth.” 18 Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He 
wills He hardens. 19 You will say to me then, “Why does He still find fault? For who has resisted 
His will?” 20 But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God? Will the thing formed say to 
him who formed it, “Why have you made me like this?” 21 Does not the potter have power over 
the clay, from the same lump to make one vessel for honor and another for dishonor?


God chooses us: 
John 6:44 No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him 
up at the last day.

Acts 13:48 Now when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and glorified the word of the 
Lord. And as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.

Acts 16:14 Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. She was a seller of purple from the city 
of Thyatira, who worshiped God. The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul. 

Ephesians 1:4-5,11 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as 
sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will,

11 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of 
Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will, 


We must believe: 
John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to 
those who believe in His name:

John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

John 3:18 He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned 
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

John 3:36 He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son 
shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.




Romans 10:9-10 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart 
that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto 
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

Romans 10:13 For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

1 Timothy 2:3-4 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all 
men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.


Exodus 7:14-21 So the LORD said to Moses: “Pharaoh’s heart is hard; he refuses to let the 
people go. 15 Go to Pharaoh in the morning, when he goes out to the water, and you shall stand 
by the river’s bank to meet him; and the rod which was turned to a serpent you shall take in your 
hand. 16 And you shall say to him, ‘The LORD God of the Hebrews has sent me to you, saying, 
“Let My people go, that they may serve Me in the wilderness”; but indeed, until now you would 
not hear! 17 Thus says the LORD: “By this you shall know that I am the LORD. Behold, I will 
strike the waters which are in the river with the rod that is in my hand, and they shall be turned to 
blood. 18 And the fish that are in the river shall die, the river shall stink, and the Egyptians will 
loathe to drink the water of the river.” ’ ”


19 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Take your rod and stretch out your hand over 
the waters of Egypt, over their streams, over their rivers, over their ponds, and over all their pools 
of water, that they may become blood. And there shall be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, 
both in buckets of wood and pitchers of stone.’ ” 20 And Moses and Aaron did so, just as the 
LORD commanded. So he lifted up the rod and struck the waters that were in the river, in the 
sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants. And all the waters that were in the river were 
turned to blood. 21 The fish that were in the river died, the river stank, and the Egyptians could 
not drink the water of the river. So there was blood throughout all the land of Egypt.


Exodus 7:22-25 Then the magicians of Egypt did so with their enchantments; and Pharaoh’s 
heart grew hard, and he did not heed them, as the LORD had said. 23 And Pharaoh turned and 
went into his house. Neither was his heart moved by this. 24 So all the Egyptians dug all around 
the river for water to drink, because they could not drink the water of the river. 25 And seven days 
passed after the LORD had struck the river.


2 Thessalonians 2:9-10 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, 
with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10 and with all unrighteous deception among those who 
perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved.


Revelation 12:9 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and 
Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with 
him.


John 8:44 You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was 
a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 
When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.


2 Corinthians 4:3-4 But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 
4 whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of 
the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them.


2 Corinthians 11:3 But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so 
your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.




2 Corinthians 10:3-5  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 
4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 
5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, 
bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.


Ephesians 2:1-3  And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2 in which you 
once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the 
air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, 3 among whom also we all once 
conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, 
and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.


Ephesians 4:17-18 This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as 
the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, 18 having their understanding darkened, 
being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the 
blindness of their heart; 


Acts 19:1 And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through the 
upper regions, came to Ephesus. 


Acts 19:17-20 This became known both to all Jews and Greeks dwelling in Ephesus; and fear fell 
on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. 18 And many who had believed 
came confessing and telling their deeds. 19 Also, many of those who had practiced magic 
brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all. And they counted up the value 
of them, and it totaled fifty thousand pieces of silver. 20 So the word of the Lord grew mightily 
and prevailed.


3. Beware of the Dark Arts



