
DEALING WITH DEATH 
Genesis 23 

When a believer dies… 

1. Look back with gratitude 

Sarah lived 127 years; these were the years of the life of Sarah. (1) 

2. Look within with honesty 

And Sarah died at Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan, and Abraham went in to mourn for 
Sarah and to weep for her. (2) 

3. Look up with joy 

And Abraham rose up from before his dead and said to the Hittites, “I am a sojourner and foreigner 
among you; give me property among you for a burying place, that I may bury my dead out of my sight.” 
(3-4) 

By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, 
heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose 
designer and builder is God. (Hebrews 11:9-10) 

4. Look around with hope 

The Hittites answered Abraham, “Hear us, my lord; you are a prince of God among us. Bury your dead in 
the choicest of our tombs. None of us will withhold from you his tomb to hinder you from burying your 
dead.” Abraham rose and bowed to the Hittites, the people of the land. (5-7) 

5. Look forward with faith 

So the field of Ephron in Machpelah, which was to the east of Mamre, the field with the cave that was in 
it and all the trees that were in the field, throughout its whole area, was made over to Abraham as a 
possession in the presence of the Hittites, before all who went in at the gate of his city. After this, 
Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah east of Mamre (that is, Hebron) in 
the land of Canaan. The field and the cave that is in it were made over to Abraham as property for a 
burying place by the Hittites. (17-20)


