
Exodus Series Part 27 
Exodus 38-40 

The Glory of God 

• The glory of the Lord filling tabernacle and temple.

• The New Testament believer is the temple of God, the New Testament church is the temple of God.

• The Ark of the covenant, where is it?


Exodus 39:42-43  According to all that the LORD had commanded Moses, so the children of Israel did all 
the work. 43 Then Moses looked over all the work, and indeed they had done it; as the LORD had 
commanded, just so they had done it. And Moses blessed them.


1. We are to obey God’s directions. 

Exodus 40:1-8 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2 “On the first day of the first month you shall set 
up the tabernacle of the tent of meeting. 3 You shall put in it the ark of the Testimony, and partition off the 
ark with the veil.


2. God is the center of our lives. 

Exodus 40:9-16  “And you shall take the anointing oil, and anoint the tabernacle and all that is in it; and 
you shall hallow it and all its utensils, and it shall be holy.


3. We are to serve and live with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Exodus 40:17-21 And it came to pass in the first month of the second year, on the first day of the month, 
that the tabernacle was raised up. 18 So Moses raised up the tabernacle, fastened its sockets, set up its 
boards, put in its bars, and raised up its pillars. 19 And he spread out the tent over the tabernacle and put 
the covering of the tent on top of it, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 20 He took the Testimony and 
put it into the ark, inserted the poles through the rings of the ark, and put the mercy seat on top of the ark. 
21 And he brought the ark into the tabernacle, hung up the veil of the covering, and partitioned off the ark 
of the Testimony, as the LORD had commanded Moses.


Exodus 40:22-33 33 And he raised up the court all around the tabernacle and the altar, and hung up the 
screen of the court gate. So Moses finished the work.


Exodus 40:34-38  Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the 
tabernacle. 35 And Moses was not able to enter the tabernacle of meeting, because the cloud rested 
above it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 36 Whenever the cloud was taken up from above 
the tabernacle, the children of Israel would go onward in all their journeys. 37 But if the cloud was not 
taken up, then they did not journey till the day that it was taken up. 38 For the cloud of the LORD was 
above the tabernacle by day, and fire was over it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout 
all their journeys.


4. God’s glory cannot be contained. 

Numbers 10:11-13  Now it came to pass on the twentieth day of the second month, in the second year, 
that the cloud was taken up from above the tabernacle of the Testimony. 12 And the children of Israel set 
out from the Wilderness of Sinai on their journeys; then the cloud settled down in the Wilderness of Paran. 
13 So they started out for the first time according to the command of the LORD by the hand of Moses.

Numbers 10:17 Then the tabernacle was taken down; and the sons of Gershon and the sons of Merari set 
out, carrying the tabernacle.

Numbers 10:21 Then the Kohathites set out, carrying the holy things. (The tabernacle would be prepared 
for their arrival.)

Numbers 10:33-36 So they departed from the mountain of the LORD on a journey of three days; and the 
ark of the covenant of the LORD went before them for the three days’ journey, to search out a resting 
place for them. 34 And the cloud of the LORD was above them by day when they went out from the 
camp. 35 So it was, whenever the ark set out, that Moses said: “Rise up, O LORD! Let Your enemies be 



scattered, And let those who hate You flee before You.” 36 And when it rested, he said: “Return, O LORD, 
To the many thousands of Israel.”


5. God is our guide in life. 

6. We are the Temple of the Lord. 

1 Corinthians 6:18-20 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who 
commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple 
of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were 
bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.


1 Corinthians 3:16-17 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells 
in you? 17 If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, which 
temple you are.


Acts 2:1-4 When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2 And 
suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house 
where they were sitting. 3 Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each 
of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance.


What was in the Ark of the Covenant?  

Exodus 16:33-34 And Moses said to Aaron, “Take a pot and put an omer of manna in it, and lay it up 
before the LORD, to be kept for your generations.” 34 As the LORD commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it 
up before the Testimony, to be kept.


Numbers 17:10-11 And the LORD said to Moses, “Bring Aaron’s rod back before the Testimony, to be 
kept as a sign against the rebels, that you may put their complaints away from Me, lest they die.” 11 Thus 
did Moses; just as the LORD had commanded him, so he did.


Hebrews 9:2-4 For a tabernacle was prepared: the first part, in which was the lampstand, the table, and 
the showbread, which is called the sanctuary; 3 and behind the second veil, the part of the tabernacle 
which is called the Holiest of All, 4 which had the golden censer and the ark of the covenant overlaid on all 
sides with gold, in which were the golden pot that had the manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the 
tablets of the covenant.


❖ Only The Tablets Remain In The Ark 


1 Kings 8:9 Nothing was in the ark except the two tablets of stone which Moses put there at Horeb, when 
the LORD made a covenant with the children of Israel, when they came out of the land of Egypt. 


❖ The Ark Led The Way 


❖ The Ark Was Unseen By The People 


Numbers 4:5-6 When the camp is to move, Aaron and his sons are to go in and take down the shielding 
curtain and cover the ark of the Testimony with it. 

Then they are to cover this with hides of sea cows, spread a cloth of solid blue over that and put the poles 
in place. 


Where is the Ark of the Covenant? 

❖ The Ark Settles In Shiloh 




Joshua 18:1 Now the whole congregation of the children of Israel assembled together at Shiloh, and set 
up the tabernacle of meeting there. And the land was subdued before them. There it stayed for nearly four 
hundred years. 


❖ The Glory Has Departed From Israel 


1 Samuel 4:21-22 Then she named the child Ichabod, saying, “The glory has departed from Israel!” 
because the ark of God had been captured and because of her father-in-law and her husband. 22 And she 
said, “The glory has departed from Israel, for the ark of God has been captured.”. 


❖ The Ark is used by Saul


❖ The Ark is taken to Jerusalem by David


1 Chronicles 16:1-3 David built houses for himself in the City of David; and he prepared a place for the 
ark of God, and pitched a tent for it. 2 Then David said, “No one may carry the ark of God but the Levites, 
for the LORD has chosen them to carry the ark of God and to minister before Him forever.” 3 And David 
gathered all Israel together at Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the LORD to its place, which he had 
prepared for it. 


❖ The Ark is placed in the temple built by Solomon


2 Chronicles 5:2 Now Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the chief 
fathers of the children of Israel, in Jerusalem, that they might bring the ark of the covenant of the LORD up 
from the City of David, which is Zion.


❖ A Cloud Appears In The Temple 


❖ Last mention of the Ark of the Covenant


2 Chronicles 35:3 Then he said to the Levites who taught all Israel, who were holy to the LORD: “Put the 
holy ark in the house which Solomon the son of David, king of Israel, built. It shall no longer be a burden 
on your shoulders. Now serve the LORD your God and His people Israel.


❖ The First Temple Is Destroyed 


2 Chronicles 36:18-19  And all the articles from the house of God, great and small, the treasures of the 
house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king and of his leaders, all these he took to Babylon. 19 Then 
they burned the house of God, broke down the wall of Jerusalem, burned all its palaces with fire, and 
destroyed all its precious possessions.


❖ The Rebuilding Begins 


❖ The Articles Are Rebuilt 


Ezra 6:5 Also let the gold and silver articles of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took from the 
temple which is in Jerusalem and brought to Babylon, be restored and taken back to the temple which is 
in Jerusalem, each to its place; and deposit them in the house of God”—


❖ The Ark Was Represented By The Foundation Stone 


❖ The Synagogue Ark 


Theories about where the Ark is presently 

❖ Mount Nebo

• There is an ancient tradition that the Ark of the Covenant was taken by the prophet Jeremiah, and 

hidden in a cave in Moab. Knowing the Babylonians were about to destroy both the city of Jerusalem 



and the Temple, Jeremiah, it is said, hid the Ark to keep it from being captured. In the Apocryphal 
book of 2 Maccabees 


• Armed with the sketch, Tom Crotser and three associates went to Jordan in 1981 to find the lost Ark. 
First, the group had to pay a visit to the Franciscan monastery on top of Mount Nebo because the 
property on the mountain belongs to them. A permit to photograph, but not to dig, was granted by the 
director of the monastery.  


• Crotser and his three companions stayed four days, spending nights in sleeping bags, while 
investigating the area and taking pictures. On Mt. Pisgah, they found an opening to a cave that 
seemingly matched the one in Futterer’s sketch. 


• He took pictures which he refused to release. Siegfried H. Horn was invited to see the photos. Horn 
concluded, "I do not know what the object is, but the pictures convinced me that it is not an ancient 
artifact but of modern fabrication with machine-produced decorative strips and an underlying metal 
sheet" (Biblical Archaeology Review May/June 1983, 66-69).


❖ Ethiopia

• Some claim the ark is in a church in Axum, Ethiopia. This view has been popularized by Graham 

Hancock's book The Sign and the Seal: The Quest for the Lost Ark of the Covenant. There was also a 
special TV program about this, but there is no proof. If there is, it might be a replica from Elephantine. 
There is suppose to be a replica of the ark in every Ethiopia church. The real Ark is supposedly in the 
Sanctuary Chapel in Saint Mary of Zion's Church in Axum, Ethiopia.


• As we will see, the Ethiopian connection takes two forms. The traditional Ethiopian account, handed 
down in various versions, asserts that the Ark was taken by Menelik I, the alleged offspring of 
Solomon and the Queen of Sheba. The genuine Ark of the Covenant was replaced with a bogus ark 
which was placed in the Holy of Holies. The real Ark was brought to Ethiopia where it resides to this 
day. 


❖ Under Golgotha

• Ron Wyatt claims to have found the Ark of the Covenant and gave it to the Jews.

• He claims to have found the Ark in a tunnel in a quarry in Mt. Moriah where Christ was crucified, but 

there is no proof. He claims to have scraped the blood of Jesus off the mercy seat which had dripped 
down through a crack in the rocks right under where Christ was crucified. He claims the blood has 
only 24 chromosomes instead of the normal 46, but where are the laboratory tests on the blood? He 
has no proof.


❖ The Sacred Temple Mount 

• If you ask the Temple Mount faithful, the answer is fairly straightforward: The ark is intact and well, 

securely protected within the Temple Mount itself. When we talked about the timing of the founding of 
the Third Temple, Rabbi Yehoshua Friedman of the Temple Institute told me, “There are 10 studies 
about the location of the Ark of the Covenant. We read them and studied all of them, and reached the 
conclusion that it’s buried in the tunnels under the Temple Mount. When the day comes, we will get to 
it.”



