
Exodus Series Part 19 
Exodus 19-20 

The Mosaic Covenant 

Exodus 3:12 So He said, “I will certainly be with you. And this shall be a sign to you that I have 
sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this 
mountain.”


Exodus 19:1-6 In the third month after the children of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on 
the same day, they came to the Wilderness of Sinai. 2 For they had departed from Rephidim, had 
come to the Wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the wilderness. So Israel camped there before 
the mountain. 3 And Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain, 
saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel: 4 ‘You have seen 
what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself. 
5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a 
special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. 6 And you shall be to Me a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak to the children 
of Israel.”


1. God cares for His children. 

2. God blesses His children. 

Exodus 19:7-15 So Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid before them all 
these words which the LORD commanded him. 8 Then all the people answered together and 
said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do.” So Moses brought back the words of the people 
to the LORD. 9 And the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I come to you in the thick cloud, that the 
people may hear when I speak with you, and believe you forever.” So Moses told the words of 
the people to the LORD. 10 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate 
them today and tomorrow, and let them wash their clothes. 11 And let them be ready for the third 
day. For on the third day the LORD will come down upon Mount Sinai in the sight of all the 
people. 12 You shall set bounds for the people all around, saying, ‘Take heed to yourselves that 
you do not go up to the mountain or touch its base. Whoever touches the mountain shall surely 
be put to death. 13 Not a hand shall touch him, but he shall surely be stoned or shot with an 
arrow; whether man or beast, he shall not live.’ When the trumpet sounds long, they shall come 
near the mountain.”14 So Moses went down from the mountain to the people and sanctified the 
people, and they washed their clothes. 15 And he said to the people, “Be ready for the third day; 
do not come near your wives.”


3. God’s provides a way for relationship. 

Exodus 19:16-25 Then it came to pass on the third day, in the morning, that there were 
thunderings and lightnings, and a thick cloud on the mountain; and the sound of the trumpet was 
very loud, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled. 17 And Moses brought the 
people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. 18 Now 
Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in fire. Its smoke 
ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked greatly. 19 And when the 
blast of the trumpet sounded long and became louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God 
answered him by voice. 20 Then the LORD came down upon Mount Sinai, on the top of the 
mountain. And the LORD called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up. 21 And 



the LORD said to Moses, “Go down and warn the people, lest they break through to gaze at the 
LORD, and many of them perish. 22 Also let the priests who come near the LORD consecrate 
themselves, lest the LORD break out against them.” 23 But Moses said to the LORD, “The 
people cannot come up to Mount Sinai; for You warned us, saying, ‘Set bounds around the 
mountain and consecrate it.’ ” 24 Then the LORD said to him, “Away! Get down and then come 
up, you and Aaron with you. But do not let the priests and the people break through to come up 
to the LORD, lest He break out against them.” 25 So Moses went down to the people and spoke 
to them.


Are the 10 commandments the Mosaic Covenant? No 
• They are part of the Mosaic Covenant


What is the Christian's relationship to the Mosaic Covenant?  
• We are not under the Mosaic (old) Covenant… we are under the New Covenant (Luke 22:20)


Romans 6:14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under 
grace.

Romans 10:4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 

Galatians 5:18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.


Are Christians required to keep and obey the Mosaic Covenant? No 
• We are to keep the law of Christ (Romans 7:21-25; 8:1-8; Galatians 6:2)

• Must keep all of the commandments, not just 9 of the big 10

• Blood sacrifices

• Dietary restrictions… cloven hooves, chewed the cud, fish with fins and scales, no birds of 

prey…

• Death penalty was expanded… idolatry, adultery, cursing God, cursing parents

• The Sabbath restrictions


Were the Israelites saved by keeping the Mosaic Covenant? No 
• They were saved by faith, not by works. Faith that God would cover their sins by the sacrifice

• Jesus’ death satisfies God’s requirements for our sins. 


Galatians 3:11 But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for “the just 
shall live by faith.”


Leviticus 4:26 And he shall burn all its fat on the altar, like the fat of the sacrifice of the peace 
offering. So the priest shall make atonement for him concerning his sin, and it shall be forgiven 
him.


Leviticus 5:10 And he shall offer the second as a burnt offering according to the prescribed 
manner. So the priest shall make atonement on his behalf for his sin which he has committed, 
and it shall be forgiven him.


Leviticus 6:7 So the priest shall make atonement for him before the Lord, and he shall be 
forgiven for any one of these things that he may have done in which he trespasses.”


Exodus 16:34 This shall be an everlasting statute for you, to make atonement for the children of 
Israel, for all their sins, once a year.” And he did as the Lord commanded Moses.




Exodus 20:1-7 And God spoke all these words, saying: 2 “I am the LORD your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.

3 “You shall have no other gods before Me.

4  “You shall not make for yourself a carved image—any likeness of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; 5 you shall not bow 
down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, 6 but 
showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments.

7  “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him 
guiltless who takes His name in vain.


4. How to love God. 

Exodus 20:8-11 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do 
all your work, 10 but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it you shall do no 
work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor 
your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates. 11 For in six days the LORD made the 
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the 
LORD blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it.


Do Christians need to keep the Sabbath? No 

• The Sabbath was the sign to Israel of the Mosaic Covenant (Exodus 31:16-17; Ezekiel 20:12; 
Nehemiah 9:14). Since we are now under the New Covenant (Hebrews 8), we are no longer 
required to observe the sign of the Mosaic Covenant.  

Colossians 2:16-17 So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new 
moon or sabbaths, 17 which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ.


Acts 20:7 Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, 
Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until midnight.


Hebrews 4:9-11 There remains therefore a rest for the people of God. 10 For he who has entered 
His rest has himself also ceased from his works as God did from His.11 Let us therefore be 
diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the same example of disobedience.


Exodus 20:12-16 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land 
which the LORD your God is giving you.

13 “You shall not murder.

14 “You shall not commit adultery.

15 “You shall not steal.

16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his 
male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your 
neighbor’s.”


5. How to love your neighbor. 



Exodus 20:18-26 Now all the people witnessed the thunderings, the lightning flashes, the sound 
of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and stood 
afar off. 19 Then they said to Moses, “You speak with us, and we will hear; but let not God speak 
with us, lest we die.” 20 And Moses said to the people, “Do not fear; for God has come to test 
you, and that His fear may be before you, so that you may not sin.” 21 So the people stood afar 
off, but Moses drew near the thick darkness where God was. 22 Then the LORD said to Moses, 
“Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: ‘You have seen that I have talked with you from 
heaven. 23 You shall not make anything to be with Me—gods of silver or gods of gold you shall 
not make for yourselves. 24 An altar of earth you shall make for Me, and you shall sacrifice on it 
your burnt offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your oxen. In every place where I 
record My name I will come to you, and I will bless you. 25 And if you make Me an altar of stone, 
you shall not build it of hewn stone; for if you use your tool on it, you have profaned it. 26 Nor 
shall you go up by steps to My altar, that your nakedness may not be exposed on it.’


6. We approach and worship God on His terms… not ours. 


