Small Group Guide: God's Redemption of Israel (Ezekiel 16)
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Summary:

In Ezekiel 16, we're confronted with a stark metaphor of God's relationship with Jerusalem.
The chapter paints a vivid picture of God's love, Israel's unfaithfulness, and ultimately,
God's unwavering commitment to redemption. We see how God rescued Israel from
obscurity, adorned her with beauty and splendor, only to have her turn to idolatry and
spiritual adultery. This narrative challenges us to examine our own hearts - how often do
we, like Israel, take God's blessings for granted and turn to 'false gods' in our lives? The
parallels drawn to the story of Hosea buying back his unfaithful wife serve as a poignhant
reminder of God's relentless love. Despite our unfaithfulness, God promises to remember
His covenant and provide atonement. This message of grace and redemption speaks
directly to our struggles and reminds us that no matter how far we've strayed, God's love
can always bring us back.

Opening Question:

How do you think our society today might be similar to ancient Israel in terms of turning
away from God?



Key Takeaways:

1. God uses the metaphor of marriage to describe His relationship with Israel.

2. Israel's unfaithfulness is compared to adultery and prostitution.

3. Despite Israel's sins, God promises redemption through an everlasting covenant.
4. The story of Hosea parallels God's relationship with Israel.

5. God's redemption ultimately points to Jesus Christ.

Discussion Questions:

1. What stands out to you most about how God describes His care for Israel in the early
verses of Ezekiel 167

2. The sermon mentions that Israel "trusted in your own beauty." How might we be guilty of
trusting in our own strengths or accomplishments rather than God?

3. God accuses Israel of being worse than Sodom and Samaria. Why do you think it's easy
for us to judge others while overlooking our own sins?

4. How does the metaphor of marriage help you understand God's relationship with His
people?

5. The sermon states, "We give ourselves over to so much... All of these things we give
ourselves to, that we seek fulfillment in, that we place before God, are never fulfilling
because the only thing that fulfills is God." Discuss some ways we might seek fulfillment
outside of God in our own lives.

6. How does God's promise of redemption at the end of the chapter impact your
understanding of His character?



Practical Applications:

1. This week, take time to reflect on areas in your life where you might be seeking fulfillment
outside of God. Pray for God's help in redirecting your focus.

2. Consider the metaphor of marriage in relation to your relationship with God. What steps
can you take to strengthen your commitment and faithfulness to Him?

3. Practice extending grace to others this week, remembering that we all fall short and need
God's redemption.

4. Share with the group next time about a moment when you felt God's redeeming love in
your life.

Closing Prayer:

Thank God for His unfailing love and the redemption He offers through Jesus Christ. Ask for
His help in remaining faithful and for the strength to turn away from "false gods" in our lives.



5-day Bible reading plan and devotional guide:
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Day 1: God's Redeeming Love
Reading: Hosea 3:1-5
Devotional:

Just as Hosea was instructed to redeem his unfaithful wife, God promises to redeem His
people despite their unfaithfulness. This powerful metaphor reminds us of God's
unwavering love and commitment to us, even when we stray. Reflect on times in your life
when you've felt distant from God. How has He drawn you back? Consider writing a prayer
of gratitude for God's persistent love and forgiveness in your life.



Day 2: The Danger of Idolatry
Reading: Ezekiel 16:1-22
Devotional:

God's vivid description of Jerusalem's unfaithfulness serves as a stark warning against
idolatry. In our modern context, idols may not be physical statues, but anything that takes
God's rightful place in our hearts. What are the "idols" in your life that compete for your
devotion? Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal areas where you might be placing other things before
God, and commit to reorienting your priorities to honor Him first.

Day 3: God's Faithfulness Amidst Our Failures
Reading: Romans 3:21-26
Devotional:

Despite our shortcomings and sins, God remains faithful to His promises. Paul emphasizes
that our righteousness comes not from our own efforts, but through faith in Jesus Christ.
Reflect on areas in your life where you may be trying to earn God's favor through your own
works. How can you more fully embrace the grace and righteousness that comes through
faith in Christ? Take time to thank God for His faithfulness and the gift of salvation.

Day 4: Hope in the Midst of Judgment
Reading: Ezekiel 16:60-63
Devotional:

Even as God pronounces judgment on His people, He offers hope through the promise of a
new, everlasting covenant. This foreshadows the redemption that would come through
Jesus Christ. In what areas of your life do you need to hold onto hope, even in the face of
difficult circumstances? Meditate on God's promises and ask Him to strengthen your faith
in His ultimate plan for redemption and restoration.



Day 5: God's Presence in Our Suffering
Reading: Psalm 23
Devotional:

The shepherd imagery in this psalm reminds us that God is with us, guiding and comforting
us even through the darkest valleys. Just as God was present with His people through their
exile and suffering, He remains with us in our trials today. Reflect on a challenging situation
you're facing. How can you invite God's presence and comfort into that circumstance?
Consider memorizing a verse from this psalm to recall God's faithfulness in difficult times.



