Small Group Guide: Daniel's 70 Weeks Prophecy

Based on Daniel 9 & Jeremiah 29

Opening Prayer

Begin by asking God to open hearts and minds to understand His Word and to strengthen
faith in His promises.

Ice Breaker (5-10 minutes)

Share a time when someone kept an important promise to you. How did that affect your
trustin that person?
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Key Scripture Passages
e Jeremiah 29:1-14
e Daniel9:1-27

¢ The connection between prophecy and fulfillment

Discussion Questions
Understanding the Context (15-20 minutes)

1. Why did Jeremiah tell the exiles to "settle in" for 70 years in Babylon? What does
this teach us about God's timing versus our expectations?

2. How does Jeremiah 29:11 ("For | know the plans | have for you") take on deeper

meaning when read in its full context? How is this different from how it's
commonly used today?

3. What stands out to you about Daniel's prayer life? Consider that he:
e Meditated on Scripture (Jeremiah's letter)

e Prayed facing Jerusalem (remembering Solomon's dedication)



Confessed his own sins along with the nation's sins

Daniel's Prayer Pattern (15-20 minutes)

4. The sermon highlighted how Daniel's prayer mirrors the Lord's Prayer. Can you

identify the parallels?

Relationship with God and reverence
Alignment with God's will
Confession and repentance

Deliverance from evil

5. Danielincluded himself in the nation's confession even though Scripture
records no sin of his. What does this teach us about humility and intercession?

6. Why do you think the angel told Daniel "you are greatly loved" at this particular
moment? What was Daniel doing that pleased God?

The 70 Weeks Prophecy (20-25 minutes)

7. The prophecy predicted that from the decree to rebuild Jerusalem to the
Messiah would be 483 years (69 weeks of years). This was fulfilled to the exact

day on Palm Sunday. How does this level of precision affect your faith?

8. The six purposes of the 70 weeks include:

Finish transgression

Put an end to sin

Atone for iniquity

Bring everlasting righteousness
Sealvision and prophecy

Anoint a most holy place

Which of these were fulfilled at Christ's first coming? Which await His second coming?



9. The sermon explained that there's a "gap" between the 69th and 70th week.
Why is this significant for understanding both Jesus' first coming and future
prophecy?

10. How does understanding that the temple would be destroyed BEFORE the
Antichrist comes help us understand the need for a third temple?

Personal Application (15-20 minutes)

11. Daniel was faithful in prayer and meditation on Scripture even in difficult
circumstances. What practical steps can you take to develop a similar
discipline?

12. Daniel remembered and acted on God's promises written in Scripture. Which
promises of God do you need to remember and claim right now?

13. God fulfilled His promise to return Israel after 70 years, and He fulfilled the
prophecy of the Messiah to the exact day. How should this increase our
confidence in God's yet-unfulfilled promises?

Key Takeaways

1. God always keeps His Word - The fulfillment of the 70-year exile and the precise
timing of the Messiah's coming prove God's faithfulness.

2. Context matters in Scripture - Understanding passages like Jeremiah 29:11 in
context gives us deeper, more reliable truth than pulling verses out of context.

3. Faithful prayer includes:
o Reverence forwho God is
e Alignment with God's will
e Humble confession
e Meditation on Scripture

4. Prophecy builds faith - Fulfilled prophecy gives us confidence that unfulfilled
prophecy will also come to pass.

5. We serve a God who works on a precise timeline - The 483-year prophecy fulfilled
to the exact day on Palm Sunday shows God's sovereignty over history.



Practical Applications
This Week's Challenge:
Choose ONE of the following to practice this week:
Option 1: Scripture Meditation
e Select one promise from Scripture
e Spend 10 minutes each day meditating on it
e Journal how God might be speaking to you through it
Option 2: Prayer Pattern
¢ Use Daniel's prayer pattern (or the Lord's Prayer) as a template
¢ Praythrough each element thoughtfully
¢ Include confession for both personal and corporate sins
Option 3: Promise Keeper
¢ Research one fulfilled prophecy in detail
e Share what you learned with someone to build their faith
o Reflect on how it strengthens your trust in God's future promises
Option 4: Context Study
« Take afavorite verse you've quoted out of context
e« Read the entire chapter around it

e Write down what you learn from the fuller context

Closing Reflection

Read together: "At the beginning of your pleas for mercy, a word went out, and | have come
to tell it to you, for you are greatly loved." (Daniel 9:23)

Reflect: What would it mean for you to live this week with the confidence that God calls
you "greatly loved"?

Closing Prayer



Pray for:

e Faith to trust God's timing

Discipline to meditate on Scripture like Daniel

Confidence in God's promises, both fulfilled and yet to come

Hearts that remain faithful even when waiting seems long

5-Day Devotional: God Keeps His Word



Day 1: Faithful in Prayer and Scripture

Reading: Daniel 9:1-4; Jeremiah 29:10-14
Devotional:

Daniel's faithfulness shines through his commitment to both prayer and Scripture. He
didn'tjust read God's promises—he meditated on them, believed them, and prayed them
back to God. Notice how Daniel combined the written Word with fervent prayer, creating a
powerful rhythm of spiritual discipline. His example challenges us to move beyond casual
Bible reading to deep meditation on God's promises. When we align our prayers with God's
revealed Word, we pray with confidence and clarity. What promise from Scripture are you
clinging to today? Like Daniel, bring it before God in prayer, trusting that He who promised
is faithful. Your faithfulness in the small disciplines of prayer and Scripture reading
positions you to receive divine insight and experience God's love in profound ways.



Day 2: Humble Confession
Reading: Daniel 9:5-11; 1 John 1:8-10
Devotional:

Daniel's prayer reveals a remarkable humility. Though Scripture records no specific sin in
his life, he includes himself in the confession of Israel's failures. He doesn't stand apart,
pointing fingers—he stands alongside his people, saying "we have sinned." This posture
reflects true spiritual maturity. Pride isolates us, but humility connects us to both God and
others. When we confess our sins—personally and corporately—we acknowledge our need
for God's mercy. Daniel understood that even the righteous need forgiveness. His prayer
wasn't based on his own merit but on God's great mercy. Today, follow Daniel's example.
Confess your own shortcomings before pointing out others' failures. Remember that our
pleas are heard not because of our righteousness, but because of God's abundant grace
and love for His children.

Day 3: The Certainty of Prophecy
Reading: Daniel 9:24-27; Luke 19:28-44

Devotional: The precision of Daniel's prophecy is breathtaking. From the decree to rebuild
Jerusalem to Jesus' triumphal entry—483 years to the exact day—God orchestrated history
according to His predetermined plan. This wasn't coincidence; it was divine appointment.
Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the very day Daniel predicted, fulfilling prophecy as the Lamb
selected for sacrifice. This mathematical precision should strengthen our faith immensely.
If God fulfilled prophecy with such accuracy regarding Christ's first coming, we can trust
His promises about the future with absolute certainty. The same God who kept His word to
Daniel keeps His word to you. Whatever promise you're waiting on, whatever hope seems
delayed, remember: God's timing is perfect, and His word never fails. Your salvation, your
hope, your future—all rest on the faithfulness of a promise-keeping God.

Day 4: Cut Off for Our Sake



Reading: Daniel 9:24-26; Isaiah 53:1-12
Devotional:

"An anointed one shall be cut off and shall have nothing." This sobering prediction points
directly to Christ's crucifixion. Jesus, the Messiah, was cut off from the living—not for His
own sin, but to finish transgression, end sin, and atone for iniquity. He had everything, yet
became nothing, so we could have everything. The cross wasn't a tragic accident; it was
the fulfillment of ancient prophecy, the centerpiece of God's redemptive plan. When
suffering enters your life, remember that God doesn't waste pain. Jesus' suffering
purchased your salvation. Your suffering, united with His, can produce spiritual growth,
deeper faith, and eternal glory. The Messiah who was "cut off" is now risen and intercedes
for you. In your darkest moments, His presence sustains you. His sacrifice covers you. His
love never fails you.

Day 5: Living Between Promise and Fulfillment
Reading: Daniel 9:20-23; Romans 8:18-25
Devotional:

Daniel lived in the tension between promise and fulfillment. He had God's word through
Jeremiah, but he still had to wait, pray, and trust. We live in a similar tension—between
Christ's first coming and His return. Like Daniel, we're called to faithful prayer, humble
confession, and confident hope. Gabriel told Daniel, "You are greatly loved." This wasn't
because Daniel was perfect, but because he was faithful. God loves you with that same
intensity. As you wait for God's promises to unfold in your life, remember that waiting isn't
passive. It's active trust, persistent prayer, and continued obedience. The same God who
kept every promise to Daniel, who sent Jesus at the appointed time, will complete His work
in you. Until then, live faithfully, pray consistently, and trust completely. You are greatly
loved.



