Small Group Guide: Ezekiel 24-25 - God's Judgment and Faithfulness
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Summary:

In Ezekiel 24-25, we're confronted with the sobering reality of God's judgment and the
importance of prioritizing our relationship with Him. The vivid imagery of the boiling pot
serves as a stark reminder of how deeply sin can penetrate our lives, becoming so
ingrained that only the refining fire of God's judgment can purify us. We're challenged to
examine our own hearts: Have we allowed our sins to become so deeply rooted that they've
become part of who we are? Are we truly putting God first in our lives, even above our most
cherished relationships? This message urges us to reflect on Jesus' words in Matthew 10,
reminding us that our love for Him must surpass all other loves. As we withess Ezekiel's
heart-wrenching personal loss and obedience, we're called to consider our own willingness
to follow God, even in the face of great personal cost. This passage invites us to deepen our
commitment to God, trusting in His refining process and ultimate plan for our lives.

Key Takeaways:

1. God uses Ezekiel's life as a prophetic example to illustrate His coming judgment on
Israel.

2. Israel's sin had become so deeply ingrained that it required purification through fire
(judgment).

3. God judges nations who rejoice in Israel's downfall, showing His continued commitment
to His chosen people.

4. Eveninjudgment, God's ultimate goal is purification and restoration.



Discussion Questions:

1. Ezekiel was asked to perform a difficult task after his wife's death. How does this reflect
the level of commitment God may ask of His followers?

2. The sermon mentions Jesus' words in Matthew 10:34-39. How do you balance loving
family and loving God? What does it mean to put God first in practical terms?

3. God judged nations that celebrated Israel's downfall. How might this apply to our
attitudes towards other believers or churches facing difficulties?

4.The sermon describes Israel as needing purification through fire. In what ways might God
use difficult circumstances to purify us today?

5. How does the destruction of nations who opposed Israel demonstrate God's faithfulness
to His promises?

6. What does this passage reveal about the nature of sin and its consequences?

Practical Applications

1. Reflect on your priorities this week. Are there areas where you need to put God first?

2. Practice empathy towards other believers or churches facing challenges, rather than
judgment or schadenfreude.

3. Consider areas in your life where you might need "purification." Pray for God's guidance
in addressing these issues.

4, Study God's promises in scripture and reflect on how He has been faithful in your life.

5. Examine your attitudes towards God's discipline. How can you view it as an act of love
rather than punishment?

Closing Prayer:

Thank God for His faithfulness, even when executing judgment. Ask for help in prioritizing
your relationship with Him and for the strength to face any "purifying fire" in your life.



5-day Bible reading plan and devotional guide
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Day 1: God's Purifying Love
Reading: Ezekiel 24:1-14

Devotional: Just as the pot in Ezekiel's vision needed intense heat to remove its impurities,
God's love often works in our lives through difficult circumstances. Reflect on times when
challenges have deepened your faith. How has God's refining process shaped you?
Consider areas in your life that may need purification and surrender them to God's
transformative love.

Day 2: Faith Amidst Loss
Reading: Ezekiel 24:15-27

Devotional: Ezekiel's personal tragedy mirrors God's heartbreak over His people's
unfaithfulness. Even in profound grief, Ezekiel remained obedient to God's calling. When
have you experienced loss or disappointment? How did it affect your faith? Pray for the
strength to trust God's purpose, even when His ways seem incomprehensible.



Day 3: God's Sovereignty in Judgment
Reading: Ezekiel 25:1-17

Devotional: God's judgment on the nations surrounding Israel demonstrates His
sovereignty over all peoples. While we may not always understand God's actions, we can
trust in His justice and mercy. Examine your heart - do you sometimes rejoice at others'
misfortunes? Ask God to align your perspective with His and to cultivate compassion for all
people.

Day 4: The Cost of Discipleship
Reading: Matthew 10:34-39

Devotional: Jesus' words about loving Him above all else echo the themes in Ezekiel.
Following Christ often requires difficult choices and priorities. What in your life competes
with your devotion to God? Reflect on the blessings that come from fully surrendering to
Christ. How can you demonstrate that God is your highest priority today?

Day 5: Hope in God's Promises
Reading: Jeremiah 29:10-14

Devotional: Despite the judgment proclaimed in Ezekiel, God always provides hope for
restoration. Even in exile, God promised to bring His people back and bless them. What
situations in your life seem hopeless? Meditate on God's faithfulness throughout history.
How can you cultivate hope in God's promises, even when circumstances seem bleak?



