Small Group Guide: The Power of Forgiveness
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Summary:

In this observance of the power of forgiveness, we're reminded of the immense debt that
God has forgiven us through Christ's sacrifice. The parable of the unforgiving servant in
Matthew 18 serves as a stark reminder of our call to extend the same grace we've received
to others. We're challenged to consider: if we truly understand the magnitude of God's
forgiveness towards us, how can we withhold forgiveness from others? This message
invites us to reflect on our own need for forgiveness and how that should shape our
interactions with those who wrong us. The imagery of the sea of glass in heaven, contrasted
with the bronze laver in the tabernacle, beautifully illustrates the completeness of our
purification in God's presence. As we contemplate these truths, we're encouraged to
cultivate a heart of forgiveness that mirrors the very culture of heaven itself.

Opening Question:

Share a time when someone forgave you for something significant. How did it make you
feel?



Key Takeaways:

1. Forgiveness is central to our relationship with God and our faith journey.

2. We must remember how much God has forgiven us before we can truly forgive others.
3. The attitude of heaven is forgiveness - only the forgiven are in God's presence.

4. Refusing to forgive others may indicate we don't fully understand God's forgiveness of us.

Discussion Questions:

1. Why do you think Jesus included forgiveness in the Lord's Prayer? How does asking for
forgiveness impact our ability to forgive others?

2. The sermon mentioned the "bronze sea" in Solomon's temple becoming a "sea of glass"
in heaven. What does this symbolism teach us about forgiveness and purity in God's
presence?

3. Inthe parable Jesus told, why do you think the servant who was forgiven a large debt
failed to forgive a smaller debt? How might we sometimes act similarly?

4. The pastor stated, "If you are unwilling to forgive others for what they have done to you,
you severely underestimate the amount of forgiveness God has done for you." Do you agree
or disagree? Why?

5. Discuss the examples given of people forgiving in extreme circumstances (e.g., the
police officer who shot an innocent man, the father who forgave his son's killer). What can
we learn from these situations?

6. How does holding onto unforgiveness affect us personally and spiritually?



Practical Applications:

1. Reflection Exercise: Take a few minutes to silently reflect on areas where you might be
holding unforgiveness. Ask God to help you see these situations through His eyes.

2. Forgiveness Letter: Write a letter (that you don't have to send) to someone you need to
forgive. Express your feelings and your decision to forgive them.

3. Daily Gratitude: For the next week, start each day by thanking God for His forgiveness
and asking Him to help you extend that forgiveness to others.

4. Accountability: Share with a trusted friend or group member one person you need to
forgive. Ask them to pray for you and check in on your progress.

Closing Prayer:

Lord, thank you for the immeasurable forgiveness you've shown us through Jesus Christ.
Help us to truly grasp the depth of your mercy so that we can extend forgiveness to others,
even when it's difficult. Give us the strength to release grudges and trust in your justice.
May our lives reflect the forgiving attitude of heaven. Amen.



5-day Bible reading plan and devotional guide:
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Day 1: The Depth of God's Forgiveness
Reading: Matthew 18:21-35

Devotional: Jesus' parable of the unforgiving servant powerfully illustrates the vast
difference between God's forgiveness towards us and our often limited forgiveness towards
others. Reflect on the enormity of the debt God has forgiven you. How does this realization
change your perspective on forgiving others? Consider a situation where you've struggled
to forgive. Ask God to help you see that person through His eyes of compassion and to give
you the strength to extend the same grace you've received.

Day 2: Our Identity as God's Children
Reading: Romans 8:14-17

Devotional: When Jesus taught us to pray "Our Father," He was inviting us into an intimate
relationship with God. As adopted children of God, we have the privilege of approaching
Him with confidence and love. How does knowing you are God's child impact your daily life
and decisions? Take time to meditate on God's unconditional love for you and how it differs
from earthly relationships. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you live out your identity as God's
beloved child today.



Day 3: The Transformative Power of Christ's Sacrifice
Reading: Romans 5:6-11

Devotional: The cross stands at the center of our faith, demonstrating God's incredible
love and the lengths He went to reconcile us to Himself. Like David and Moses, we all fall
short, but Jesus' perfect sacrifice bridges the gap. How has the reality of Christ's sacrifice
changed your life? Spend time thanking God for specific ways His forgiveness has freed you
from guilt and shame. Ask Him to help you live in a way that reflects the magnitude of His
grace.

Day 4: Living with an Eternal Perspective
Reading: Colossians 3:1-4

Devotional: The imagery of heaven's sea of glass reminds us that in God's presence, we
are fully purified and forgiven. This eternal reality should shape how we live now. What
areas of your life need to be realigned with this heavenly perspective? Consider how you
might approach your relationships, work, or challenges differently if you were constantly
aware of your position in Christ. Pray for God to help you "set your mind on things above"
throughout your day.

Day 5: Extending God's Forgiveness to Others
Reading: Ephesians 4:31-32

Devotional: As recipients of God's immeasurable forgiveness, we are called to extend that
same grace to others. This can be incredibly challenging, especially when we've been
deeply hurt. Reflect on the examples mentioned in the sermon of people who forgave in
seemingly impossible circumstances. How do these stories challenge your own attitude
towards forgiveness? Ask God to reveal any bitterness or unforgiveness in your heart and
for the courage to release it to Him. Pray for those who have wronged you, asking God to
bless them and work in their lives.



