Small Group Guide: Daniel 8; Awe and Trust in God's Prophetic Word

Summary:

In Daniel 8, we're reminded of God's astonishing ability to predict the future with incredible
precision. The vision of the ram and goat, representing the empires of Persia and Greece,
showcases how God's word accurately foretold historical events centuries before they occurred.
This prophetic accuracy should leave us in awe of God's omniscience and sovereignty. As we
contemplate Daniel's reaction - fainting and feeling sick for days - we're challenged to examine our
own response to God's word. Have we become desensitized to its power? The message urges us to
rediscover that sense of wonder and reverence for Scripture, recognizing it as a supernatural
revelation from the Creator of the universe. Ultimately, this passage points us to the hope we have
in Christ's return and the establishment of His eternal kingdom, encouraging us to live with
anticipation and trust in God's promises.

Key Takeaways:

1. God's prophetic word, as seen in Daniel, demonstrates His supernatural knowledge of
future events.

2. Historical and archaeological evidence supports the accuracy of Daniel's prophecies.
3. The prophecies about Antiochus Epiphanes foreshadow events of the end times.
4. Our response to God's word should be one of awe, humility, and trust.

5. The ultimate purpose of prophecy is to point us to Jesus and His return.



Discussion Questions:

1. The speaker mentions being "desensitized" to world events. Can you relate to this? How
might this affect our spiritual lives?

2. Discuss a time when you were truly in awe of God or His word. How did itimpact you?

3. How does the historical accuracy of Daniel's prophecies strengthen your faith in God's
word?

4. The sermon mentions the "abomination of desolation" as both a historical event and a
future prophecy. How does this dual nature of prophecy help us understand God's word
better?

5. Daniel's reaction to the vision was to be "faint and sick for days." Why do you think he
reacted this way? How should we respond to powerful encounters with God's truth?

6. How does the fulfillment of prophecy in Jesus' first coming give us confidence in His
promised return?

7. The speaker asks, "Are we willing to encounter God that way?" What might prevent us
from having such powerful encounters with God today?



Practical Applications:

1. Commit to reading a portion of Daniel's prophecies this week, reflecting on God's
sovereignty over history.

2. Practice "awe" this week by intentionally looking for God's hand in your daily life and
sharing with the group next time.

3. If you struggle with trusting God's word, research one biblical prophecy and its historical
fulfillment to strengthen your faith.

4. Spend time in prayer, asking God to renew your sense of awe and trust in His word and
promises.

5. Share the hope of Christ's return with someone who needs encouragement this week.

Closing Prayer:

Thank God for His trustworthy word and ask for a renewed sense of awe in our relationship
with Him.



5-day Bible reading plan and devotional guide:

Day 1: God's Sovereignty in History
Reading: Daniel 8:1-14
Devotional:

As we read about Daniel's vision, we're reminded of God's incredible sovereignty over
history. Just as He revealed future events to Daniel with astounding accuracy, He holds our
future in His hands. Reflect on how this truth impacts your daily life. How does knowing
that God is in control of history - including your personal history - affect your trustin Him?
Take time to surrender your worries about the future to God, acknowledging His supreme
authority and wisdom.



Day 2: Awe and Reverence Before God
Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8
Devotional:

Daniel's reaction to his vision - fainting and being ill for days - reminds us of the awesome
nature of encountering God. Isaiah's vision in today's reading evokes a similar response. In
our modern world, it's easy to become desensitized to the holiness of God. Today,
intentionally set aside time to be still before God. Meditate on His majesty and holiness.
How can you cultivate a deeper sense of awe and reverence in your daily walk with Him?

Day 3: God's Word as a Lamp
Reading: Psalm 119:105-112
Devotional:

The transcription emphasized the power and reliability of God's Word, as demonstrated
through fulfilled prophecy. Today's passage describes God's Word as a lamp to our feet.
How has God's Word illuminated your path recently? Reflect on times when Scripture has
provided guidance, comfort, or conviction in your life. Commit to spending more time in
God's Word, trusting in its power to guide and transform you.

Day 4: Hope in Christ's Return
Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Devotional:

Just as Daniel's prophecies pointed to future events, including the coming of the Messiah,
we too look forward to Christ's return. Today's passage reminds us of the hope we have in
Jesus' second coming. How does this hope impact your daily life? In what ways can you live
today in light of Christ's promised return? Consider how this eternal perspective might
change your priorities or attitudes.



Day 5: God's Love Demonstrated Through Christ
Reading: Romans 5:6-11
Devotional:

The transcription reminded us that all of history points to Jesus and His sacrifice for us.
Today's reading beautifully articulates God's love demonstrated through Christ's death for
us. Spend time meditating on the depths of God's love for you personally. How does this
love transform your identity and purpose? Reflect on ways you can respond to this
incredible love by sharing it with others around you today.



