Small Group Guide: Mark 16:1-8

Summary:

The power of the resurrection is at the heart of our faith, and we're challenged to approach
it with fresh awe and wonder. The Gospel of Mark's abrupt ending isn't a flaw, but a
deliberate choice to leave us in a state of trembling amazement. Just as the women at the
tomb were struck with fear and great joy, we too should feel the weight of this miraculous
event. The resurrection isn't just a story - it's the fulfillment of prophecy and the
cornerstone of our hope. We're reminded that Jesus, who experienced human frailty and
overcame death, can empathize with our struggles while offering us new life. This
realization should shake us to our core and inspire us to share this transformative message
with a world in need.

Opening Ice Breaker:

Share a time when you were truly in awe of something. What made that experience so
powerful?



Key Takeaways:
1. The resurrection of Jesus is a historical event that should fill us with awe and wonder.

2. Mark's Gospel ends with the women's shock and fear (awe) at the empty tomb,
emphasizing the impact of the resurrection.

3. Jesus fulfilled numerous prophecies during his final week, death, and resurrection.
4.The early church had a creed about Jesus' resurrection that predates written accounts.

5. Encountering the risen Christ gives us both joy and responsibility.

Discussion Questions:

1. Why do you think Mark might have ended his Gospel with the women's awe and shock,
rather than with appearances of the resurrected Jesus?

2. The sermon mentions several prophecies Jesus fulfilled. Which of these stands out to
you most, and why?

3. How does understanding Jesus' human experiences (including temptation and suffering)
impact your view of Him and your relationship with Him?

4. The pastor asks, "Are you in awe?" of the resurrection. How would you honestly answer
this question? What might help increase our sense of awe?

5. How does the resurrection of Jesus change everything? In what ways should it impact
our daily lives?

6. The sermon mentions that those who encounter the risen Christ have a responsibility.
What do you think this responsibility looks like for us today?



Practical Applications:

1. This week, spend time meditating on the reality of the resurrection. Write down any new
insights or feelings of awe that arise.

2. Choose one prophecy Jesus fulfilled and research it more deeply. Share what you learn
with the group next time.

3. Identify someone in your life who needs to hear about the hope of the resurrection. Pray
for an opportunity to share with them this week.

4. Write a letter to God expressing your awe and gratitude for the resurrection and what it
means for you personally.

Closing Prayer:

Lord, we thank you for the incredible gift of Jesus' resurrection. Help us to never take it for

granted or become numb to its power. Renew our sense of awe and wonder at what You've
done. May this awe compel us to share Your good news with others who desperately need

it. In Jesus' name, Amen.



5-day Bible reading plan and devotional guide:

Day 1: Encountering the Risen Christ

Reading: Mark 16:1-8

Devotional: The women who went to Jesus' tomb experienced something extraordinary -
an encounter with the risen Christ that left them in awe. Today, reflect on your own
encounters with God. Have you experienced moments of awe in your faith journey?
Consider how the reality of the resurrection impacts your daily life. Just as the women were
instructed to share the news, how can you share your faith experiences with others? Pray
for arenewed sense of wonder at God's power and love demonstrated through Christ's
resurrection.



Day 2: God's Love in Action
Reading: Romans 5:6-11

Devotional: The sermon emphasized God's incredible love demonstrated through Christ's
sacrifice. As you read today's passage, meditate on the depth of God's love for you
personally. Consider that Jesus experienced human frailty, temptation, and suffering, yet
remained sinless to offer you new life. How does this knowledge impact your view of God's
love? In what ways can you respond to this love in your daily life? Take time to thank God for
His sacrificial love and ask for help to share that love with others.

Day 3: Faith in the Face of Fear
Reading: Matthew 28:1-10

Devotional: The women at the tomb experienced both fear and great joy. Faith often
coexists with fear, especially when encountering God's power. Reflect on times in your life
when you've felt both fear and joy in your spiritual journey. How has God met you in those
moments? Consider areas of your life where fear might be holding you back from fully
embracing God's call. Pray for courage to step out in faith, trusting in the power of the
resurrected Christ.

Day 4: Hope Beyond the Grave
Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:12-22

Devotional: The resurrection offers us hope beyond death. As you read this passage,
consider the implications of Christ's victory over death for your own life. How does the
promise of resurrection shape your perspective on current struggles or challenges? Reflect
on how this hope can be a source of comfort and strength in difficult times. Pray for
opportunities to share this hope with someone who may be struggling with fear or despair.



Day 5: God's Presence in Suffering
Reading: Hebrews 4:14-16

Devotional: The sermon highlighted that Jesus understands our human experiences,
including suffering. As you read today's passage, reflect on the comfort of having a high
priest who can sympathize with our weaknesses. How does knowing that Jesus
experienced human struggles impact your approach to prayer and seeking God's help?
Consider a current challenge you're facing and bring it before God, trusting in His
understanding and compassion. Ask for the grace to draw near to God's throne with
confidence, knowing He understands and cares deeply for you.



