
Small Group Guide: 2nd Samuel; God's Promises and Our Purpose 

 

Summary: 

In 2 Samuel, we uncover profound insights into God's faithfulness and His grand design for 
humanity. The story of David's ascension to kingship serves as a powerful illustration of how God 
works through seemingly small moments to shape history. We see how David's heart for people, 
mirroring Jesus' own compassion, earned him the title 'a man after God's own heart.' The parallel 
between David's conquest of Jerusalem and Jesus' future return is striking, reminding us that God's 
promises are sure and His plan is intricate. Perhaps most importantly, we witness God's 
unconditional covenant with David, foreshadowing the unconditional grace offered through Christ. 
This message encourages us to trust in God's larger plan, even when we can't see the full picture. It 
reminds us that our current struggles may be part of a greater purpose, just as David's shepherding 
days prepared him for kingship. 

 

Key Takeaways: 

1. The Old Testament is filled with prophecies, parallels, and appearances of Jesus. 

2. David's life and reign foreshadow Jesus' role as the Good Shepherd and future King. 

3. God makes unconditional promises (covenants) that He always fulfills. 

4. Our individual stories, no matter how small they seem, are part of God's grand plan. 



Discussion Questions: 

 

1. The sermon mentions that Jesus used the Old Testament to point out who He was. How 
does understanding the Old Testament enhance our understanding of Jesus? 

 

2. Discuss the parallels between David's life and Jesus'. How do these similarities 
strengthen your faith in God's plan? 

 

3. The sermon describes David's heart for people, even mourning for Saul and Jonathan. 
How can we cultivate a similar heart in our own lives? 

 

4. God made an unconditional covenant with David. How does this reflect God's character, 
and what does it mean for us today? 

 

5. The sermon emphasizes that even small, seemingly insignificant events (like David being 
a shepherd) can be part of God's bigger plan. Share a time when you've seen this principle 
at work in your own life. 

 

6. How does the idea that we are "part of God's story" change the way we view our daily 
lives and challenges? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Practical Applications: 

 

1. This week, read through 1 and 2 Samuel, noting instances where you see foreshadowing 
of Jesus or God's promises being fulfilled. 

 

2. Reflect on a current challenge in your life. Write down ways this difficulty might be 
preparing you for future service or growth. 

 

3. Practice looking for God's hand in the "small things" of your daily life. Keep a journal of 
these observations for a week. 

 

4. Choose one person in your life to show extra care and attention to this week, emulating 
David's and Jesus' heart for people. 

 

5. Memorize a key Old Testament prophecy about Jesus (e.g., Isaiah 53:5-6) to deepen your 
understanding of God's plan throughout history. 

 

Closing Prayer: 

Thank God for His faithfulness in keeping His promises. Ask for eyes to see His work in your 
life, even in challenging or confusing times. Pray for the courage to trust in His plan and to 
be willing instruments in His story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5-day Bible reading plan and devotional guide: 

 

 

 

 

Day 1: The Shepherd King 

Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 

Devotional:  

Just as God chose David, a humble shepherd boy, to become the king of Israel, He often 
works through unexpected people and circumstances. Reflect on how God might be 
working in your life, even in ways you may not recognize. Consider the areas where you feel 
overlooked or underqualified. How might God be preparing you for a greater purpose? 
Remember that God sees beyond outward appearances and values the heart. Pray for 
discernment to recognize God's hand in your life and the courage to step into the roles He 
has for you. 

 

 

 



Day 2: God's Unconditional Promises 

Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-17 

Devotional: The Davidic Covenant demonstrates God's faithfulness and unconditional love. 
Despite our shortcomings, God's promises remain sure. Meditate on the promises God has 
made to you through Christ. How does the unconditional nature of God's love impact your 
relationship with Him? Consider areas where you might be trying to earn God's favor rather 
than resting in His grace. Thank God for His unwavering commitment to you and ask for 
help to trust Him more fully, even when you can't see the full picture of His plan. 

 

 

Day 3: The Bigger Picture 

Reading: Romans 8:28-39 

Devotional:  

God's grand narrative of redemption spans from creation to eternity. Our individual stories, 
with all their joys and struggles, are woven into this greater tapestry. Reflect on a 
challenging situation in your life. How might God be using this for a greater purpose? 
Remember that nothing can separate us from God's love. Pray for perspective to see 
beyond your immediate circumstances and trust in God's overarching plan. Ask for 
strength to persevere, knowing that your story is significant in God's eyes. 

 

 

Day 4: Faith in the Unseen 

Reading: Hebrews 11:1-16 

Devotional: 

 Faith often requires us to trust God when we can't see the full picture. Like the heroes of 
faith, we're called to believe in God's promises even when they seem distant. Consider an 
area of your life where you're struggling to have faith. What would it look like to step out in 
trust, even without all the answers? Reflect on past experiences where God has proven 
faithful. Ask God to strengthen your faith and give you the courage to follow Him into the 
unknown. 

 



Day 5: God's Presence in Our Suffering 

Reading: Psalm 23 

Devotional:  

Even in our darkest valleys, God is with us. David, who faced numerous hardships, found 
comfort in God's constant presence. Think about a difficult situation you're facing. How can 
you invite God's presence into that struggle? Meditate on the image of God as your 
shepherd, guiding and protecting you. Pray for awareness of God's presence in every 
aspect of your life, especially in times of suffering. Ask for the peace that comes from 
knowing you are never alone, and for the strength to trust God's guidance through every 
valley and mountaintop. 


