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Week #37  |  “Like Root, Like Fruit”  
I. INTRODUCTION (MATTHEW 7:15-20)  

A. Well, as I’ve stated already, Jesus has concluded His line upon line teaching of the Sermon On The 
Mount in Matthew 5-7:11 and He’s now in His conclusion, a conclusion of repetition (15 verses).  

B. In Jesus’ conclusion He’s going to tell us the same thing, 4 times, in 4 different ways, in examples of 
2’s.  

1. Two gates, two paths, two destinations, one with Christ (life), and one without (destruction). 

2. Two trees, one with good fruit (life), one with bad fruit (cut down, thrown into the fire). 

3. Two types of people, one who does the will of His Father, and one whom He never knew.  

4. Two houses, one built on rock (that endures), and one built on sand (which disappears). 

C. The main point behind all of Jesus’ repetition is, “Now that I’m done teaching, will you go and do what 
I’ve said? If you do, you’re like the person who’s entered the narrow gate and remains on the narrow 
path. You’re like a good tree, that produces good fruit. You’re those who enter My kingdom because 
you’ve done the will of My Father. And you’re the person who’s built their house on the rock, and when 
the wind and waves come, they won’t topple your house…But, if you listen to Me, but never do what I’ve 
said, you’re like the person who enters at the wide gate, who lives on the wide path that leads to 
destruction. You’re like a bad tree that produces bad fruit and is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
You’re like the person whom I will say, I never knew you, depart from me you who practice lawlessness. 
And you’re the person who’s built your life on the sand, who’s house is toppled by the wind and waves.”  

D. A critic of (Western Christianity) once said, “You seem more concerned with the fruits of (faith), then 
with the roots of (faith).” -Thomas Kepler, Jesus’ Design For Living, Pg. 118 

1. This is a great danger for us, to be around Jesus, the Bible, the Church, but never allowing the 
power of it to transform us from the inside out, not the outside in.   

E. Martyn Lloyd Jones rightly said, “The Gospel (The Sermon On The Mount) isn’t something to be 
applauded, or listened to, but applied.” –Martyn Lloyd Jones, SOTM, Pg. 497 

F. According to Jesus, DOING the Sermon On The Mount is the only right response to His teachings. To 
hear His teachings, and never do them, means that we actually haven’t heard Him. How we display our 
love for Jesus, is to obey Him, to follow Him, to walk according to His commandments. This shows that 
we value Him, that He’s our Rabbi, that He’s the One we are trusting in, He’s the One holds our 
affections.  

G. Our response to Jesus’ teaching declares if we are a good tree, or a bad tree, if we bear good fruit, or if 
we bear bad fruit. 

II. BEWARE OF FLASE PROPHETS (MATT. 7:15)  

1. Matthew 7:15-16 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 
inwardly, they are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes 
from thornbushes or figs from thistles?”  
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B. The idea is this, you’re in Northern Israel, on the Mount of Beatitudes, Jesus has just finished His 
sermon, you’re standing outside the narrow gate and suddenly you hear another voice, the voice of a 
proclaimer, a preacher, a teacher, a social media influencer, a life coach, a cultural commentator who’s 
offering you things too good to be true, too shiny to be real.  

C. As your contemplating what to do with your life, which gate to enter, which path to walk down, the 
challenge from the false prophet is present trying to talk you out of a narrow gate lifestyle. 

D. Martyn Lloyd Jones said, “A false prophet is a preacher who has no narrow way in his message, no 
strait gate (sermon). He has nothing offensive to the natural man. He pleases all. He’s got sheep’s 
clothing, so attractive, so pleasant, so nice to look at. He has such a nice and comforting message. He 
pleases everybody and everybody speaks well of him. He is never persecuted for his preaching, he is 
never criticized severely…there is none of the offense of the Cross (in his preaching)…” –Martyn Lloyd 
Jones, The Sermon On The Mount, Pg. 500-501 

E. The false teachers always tell us what we love, and want to hear, this is why we are drawn towards 
them. False prophets don’t want to rain on your parade. They don’t want to disrupt your life, because it 
could change your relationship with them, and they need you to keep buying their wares, and peddling 
their doctrines. Mike Bickle would often say, “I’m not looking for someone to get me off the hook, I’m 
looking for someone to get me on the hook.”  

F. Look, if this was overt deception, Jesus wouldn’t need to warn us of it, because we could spot it coming 
a mile away. But Jesus is clear, these folks are subtle, they are sneaky, they are thoroughly Christian in 
their appearance, in their preaching, and on their websites.  

G. Jesus said “…they come to us in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly, they are ravenous wolves.” These false 
teachers are greed wolves, looking to snatch up their prey, taking advantage of those untrained by the 
Word of God, creeping, sneaking around, acting animalistic all the while wearing sheep’s clothing!  

1. 2nd Peter 2:1-2, 3, 18-19  “But there were also false prophets among the people, even 
as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even 
denying the Lord who bought them…And many will follow their destructive ways…By 
covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words…For when they speak great swelling 
words of emptiness, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through lewdness, the ones who 
have actually escaped from those who live in error. While they promise them liberty, they 
themselves are slaves of corruption…”  

H. One of the hallmark features of a false prophet is that they are drawing people to themselves, and not to 
Christ. False prophets are living in the now, with no fear of the Lord.  

I. In John Brevere’s book, “The Fear of The Lord” John talks about a powerful encounter he had with Jim 
Bakker, the former televangelist who was arrested, and imprisoned for stealing millions of dollars and 
covering up a rape he was involved in. In prison, John visited him and asked him a question, to which 
Jim gave a haunting response. John said, “Jim, when did you stop loving the Lord? When did you fall 
out of love with Him…John, I loved God all the way through it…John, I never stopped loving the Lord, I 
simply stopped fearing the Lord.” –John Bervere, The Fear of The Lord, Pg. 82  
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J. True prophets, true preachers, teachers, and influencers are God’s mouthpiece, they speak the Words of 
God, they have what Revelation 19:10 calls, “…The testimony of Jesus (which) is the spirit of 
prophecy.” 

1. Jeremiah 23:16-24  “Thus says the Lord of hosts; Do not listen to the words of the 
prophets who prophesy to you. They make you worthless; they speak a vision of their own heart, 
not from the mouth of the Lord. They continually say to those who despise Me, The Lord has said, 
you shall have peace. And to everyone who walks according to his own heart, they say, no evil 
shall come upon you. For who has stood in the counsel of the Lord, and has perceived and heard 
His word? Who has marked His word and heard it?...I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran. 
I have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied. But if they had stood in My counsel, and had 
caused My people to hear My words, then they would have turned them from their evil way, and 
from the evil of their doings.”   

K. Well, how do we discern if a person is a false prophet? I think there are three primary ways; 

1. Untrue statements about God and His Word—Of the three, to a somewhat trained ear, these are 
easier to spot. If we listen, we can hear things that aren’t true about God, about His word, about 
His ways. This is error in teaching.   

2. What’s left unsaid—These false prophets exclude certain parts about God, His ways, and His 
word. Being a false prophet isn’t only about what you say, it can also be about WHAT YOU 
DON’T SAY.  

a. Beloved, to conceal the truth is as damnable as preaching outright heresy. To withhold 
God’s words, to shrink back from saying what God Himself has rightly said about Himself, 
is as offensive as teaching error.  

b. A false prophet is person whose message is devoid of the Cross, their message is devoid of 
a Sermon On The Mount lifestyle. These poets, these prophets, these artists, these pastors, 
these influencers, these media moguls, these industry titans, if they are talking you out of a 
narrow gate and a narrow path, if they are silent about a devoted life to Christ, then they 
aren’t just false prophets, they are wolves in sheep’s clothing, ravenous wolves.  

3. The discrepancy between the message and their lifestyle—In our present day if we want to 
emphasize something, we either BOLD it, put it in ITALICS, UNDERLINE IT, use ALL CAPS, 
or RAISE OUR VOICE. But in the ancient world, you simply used reputation, you stated it 
several times. And this is Jesus’ final point that He’s driving home about not being pulled off the 
narrow path by false prophets!  

III. LIKE ROOT, LIKE FRUIT (MATT. 7:16-20) 

1. Matthew 7:16-20 “You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes, 
or figs from thistles? Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A 
good tree cannot bear bad fruit, not can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Therefore, by their fruits you will know them.”    

B. The primary way that Jesus said we will be able to discern a false prophet, or a false teacher is that 
there’s a discrepancy between what they say, and how they live. According to Jesus, these two things 
are inseparable: beliefs and practice.  
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C. “Throughout their region there were certain thorns, a buckthorn, which had little berries that closely 
resembled grapes. And also, a certain thistle which had a flower, from a distance could resemble or be 
taken for a fig.” –William Barclay, Matthew Pt. 1, Pg. 283  

D. Jesus’ point is clear, “It might SEEM to be such and such, but upon closer inspection, upon closer 
observation, it’s clear, it’s not what it says it was, or it’s not what it’s supposed to be.” It’s a wolf, 
wearing sheep’s clothing, a thistle with no figs, a thorn, but no grapes, teaching devoid of truths about 
God and a lifestyle in error. 

E. The idea is, “Don’t be misled by appearances, what you can see with the natural eye, it might seem to 
be good, or right, but it very well may be off. They look the part, seems to be similar, it’s like what they 
say, but upon closer observation, it’s not genuine, there’s error in their speech, in their practice, in the 
way they talk about money, in the way they talk about opportunities.” 

F. The “good tree” that Jesus is talking about is a life pursuing the beatitudes, a life desiring to walk down 
the narrow road, a life that’s practicing the Sermon On The Mount. This is what it means to be a “good 
tree”, one that produces good fruit.  

G. And the like is also true, a “bad tree” is a life that’s listened to Jesus’ words, that’s been around the 
Church, that’s heard the preaching, but doesn’t practice it, that doesn’t actually do it, that doesn’t pursue 
it. And that tree doesn’t only produce bad fruit, it’s cut down and thrown into the fire.  

1. Look, Jesus Himself is separating everyone into two groups here. Those that hear Him and do 
what He says, and those that listen to Him, but don’t do what He says.     

H. The word that’s used here for FRUIT is Strong’s Greek word #2590 and it means, crop, harvest, 
produce of vegetation, deed(s), activity, or the produce of a person. This is the only word used 
throughout other verse’s as well, like John 15:8, when Jesus says, “Herein is My Father glorified that 
you bear much fruit…”  

1. Many have used this to speak of external fruit, like souls, growth in ministry, multiplication, and 
though it could mean that, it’s only after it means personal, internal transformation that eventually 
works its way out into our lifestyle.  

I. Jesus’ point isn’t, “Hey, measure people by the growth in their ministries, how many campuses they 
have, how big is their reach, how much money are they taking in. That’s the real fruit.” What Jesus is 
saying is, “You will tell these false prophets largely by their fruit, the fruit that’s produced through their 
beliefs. Listen to their doctrine and look at their lifestyle. If it’s a good tree (good doctrine and right 
beliefs) it will translate into a right way of living, which will produce life not only in the person, but in 
those around them. The bad tree has a breakdown between beliefs and practice, therefore look at the 
fruit of their beliefs. They might sound like a narrow road preacher, but actually be on the wide path of 
life.”  

J. “Therefore, by their fruits you will know them.”   

K. Jesus’ question to you today is, what kind of a tree are you, because it’s determining what kind of fruit 
you produce. Have you responded to His invitation to walk out the sermon on the mount, is there a 
desire to follow Him and obey His commandments? Are you pursing Him and His kingdom? Maybe 
you need a fresh touch of the grace of God to empower you to bear good fruit!  


