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Week #27  |  “Prayers For The Whole of our Lives”  
I. INTRODUCTION (MATT. 6:11-13)  
 

A. Well, this is our third week looking at the disciple’s prayer, which is a pattern that all followers of Jesus 
are to use when praying. As we’ve been stating, this isn’t so much a repetitious prayer to be prayed, but 
a format to be followed.   

B. So far, from what we looked at the last two weeks, here’s the pattern to follow:  

1. Our Father—He’s kind, He’s benevolent, He’s caring, He’s protecting, He’s a provider, He’s 
involved, He’s better than the best of earthly dads!  

2. Who Is In Heaven—Though He’s approachable, tender, and loving, He’s also seated high above 
the circle of the earth, in the heavens. He’s near us, but He’s also so far away. He’s Creator and 
we are created. 

3. His Name Is Holy—Not only is He in the heavens, but His name is also separated from every 
other name. Not only is His name separated, but it’s also to be revered, worshipped, honored, and 
obeyed.  

4. Your Kingdom Come, Your Will Be Done—God doesn’t just desire to obeyed in heaven, but He 
desires to be obeyed by everyone, by all His creation. 

5. On Earth, As It Is In Heaven—And it’s not only up there that He wants His name to be known, but 
also down here, on earth.  

C. These opening statements from Jesus have placed us in the proper posture and positioned us to grow in 
our life of prayer with God.  

1. We’re looking up, we’re considering God first, we’re worshipping Him, we’re honoring Him,  
we’re allowing Him and His nature to shape our lives, and we are asking for His Kingdom to 
come, His will to be done, down here, not just up there –What a place to start prayer!   

D. As of now, we’ve looked at the first 3 petitions about God, and today we will look at the final 3 closing 
petitions about humanity. 

1. Remember, this pattern for prayer is perfectly split with 3 heavenward things, and then concludes 
as we will see today with 3 manward things. God first, mankind second.  

II. LORD, GIVE US DAILY BREAD (MATT. 6:11)  

1. Matthew 6:11 “Give us this day our daily bread.”  

B. Something interesting to note about these final three manward petitions, is that they all base our 
dependency upon God. I mean here at Legacy we have a value for, “becoming, or being a dependent 
people” but these three petitions state that there is no other option.  

C. All we have is dependence upon God. You say for what? For DAILY BREAD, for FORGIVENESS, 
and FUTURE DELIVERENCE FROM TEMPTATION. 

D. Well, believe it or not, there’s piles of debate over what this word daily means. And the debate largely 
centers on the fact that this word only appears here in Matthew 6:11 and in Luke 11:3. 
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E. Many assume that the author made up this word, because it doesn’t appear anywhere else in the whole 
of the New Testament. But recently, they found a papyrus scroll on which was written a person’s 
shopping list, and on this list is this word, which was being used in terms of, “what’s needed for today, 
or for tomorrow’s meal.”  

F. We should take this word as meaning, “Give us today, what is needed for today, or needful for today”, 
or, “Give us today, bread for the coming day.” The idea behind what Jesus is saying is, “pray to Me for 
what’s needed today, for provision for the days needs.” Bread is our sustenance for daily life!  

G. William Barclay rightly says, “Give me the things we need to eat for this coming day. Help me to get the 
things I've got on my shopping list when I go out this morning. Give me the things we need to eat when 
the children come in from work, and the rest of the family come in from work. Grant that the table be 
not bare when we sit down together today.” -Barclay, The Gospel of Matthew Pg. 217 

H. Jesus’ words certainly have their root system in the Manna that fell from heaven (Exodus 16:1-21). If 
you remember, they were only allowed to get as much Manna as they needed for that day, and anything 
left over that night, grew worms, and spoiled.  

1. God was teaching Israel dependency. But God also wants to teach you dependency.   

I. Jesus didn’t say, pray for your desired luxuries, or for your months, or your decades bread. Douglas 
Sean O’Donnell rightly said, “We aren’t to ask for our greed’s, but for our needs.” -Douglas Sean 
O’Donnell, Preach The Word Commentary On Matthew Pg. 169 

J. We also aren’t to ask our neighbors, or our co-workers, or our families, or our boss, or the government, 
or social media for what we need, we are to ask God. God is the One who provides for us. 

K. But look, our prayer to God for our needs doesn’t at the same time free us from hard work, from labor, 
from sweating, from using our hands and our minds. It’s with all that labor, that we still come before 
God in humility acknowledging that what we have, has come from Him (Jm. 2:14-26).  

L. Have you heard about the guy with the farm?  

1. God does the germination, the right amount of sun, rain, weather, but we have to do the rest, the 
sweat, the toil, the watching, the planting, the wedding, the spraying and the caring. 

M. The reality is, it’s easier to obtain weekly, monthly and even year bread, but for many reasons God loves 
daily bread. Daily bread keeps us pressing into Him for more. It keeps us in a place of dependency 
before Him. It reminds us that He is our provider, not our hard work.  

N. What’s this mean for you?   

1. It means Jesus cares about your needs, about the necessities of your life. He spent so much time 
healing the sick, feeding the poor, delivering the captives, including those who were separated 
from normal society. Jesus cares about our bodies, I mean, He took on flesh, FOREVER. 

III. FORGIVENESS RECEIVED, FORGIVENESS GIVEN (MATT. 6:12)  

1. Matthew 6:12 “And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” 
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B. I’m only going to give a few cursory thoughts on this verse because Pastor Caleb will cover it in full 
next week, as he preaches through Matthew 6:14-15, two very important verses.  

C. But it’s clear, it’s not just for our necessities that we are to pray, because we aren’t just creatures in need 
of food, we are also sinful creatures in need of forgiveness.  

D. Douglas Sean O’Donnell says regarding this point, “…even more necessary than bread for our bodies—
we need salvation for our souls. For if we are not pardoned of our daily sins, then all the daily bread we 
have filled our bodies with throughout the whole of our lives only fattens us for the slaughter.” -Douglas 
Sean O’Donnell, Preaching the Word, Matthew, Pg. 170 

E. The actual reading of this verse should be, “Forgive us in proportion as we forgive those who have 
sinned against us.” Everyone wants forgiveness, but in order to get it, we have to give it. This prayer 
forces us to rectify our human relationships as we are trying to build our relationship with God. 

1. We can’t pray this prayer, and enjoy sweet fellowship with God when there is odd and animosity 
between us and another. We have to ask for forgiveness for the sins we’ve committed or forgive 
those that have hurt us, especially among the household of God.  

F. This debt isn’t for some, it’s for all. One person rightly said, “even if there was a person who had never 
broken any of the 10 commandments, there isn’t one person who didn’t desire to.” 

G. Friends, we who have been forgiven such a great debt from God, must be able to extend that same 
forgiveness towards others. The reality is, there is nobody who you will sin against worse, than God 
Himself. Which means, if God has forgiven you, after what you’ve done to Him, you must find the 
ability, not in yourself, but in the grace of God to forgive others.  

H. Matthew uses the word debt here, and can you imagine our personal and national debt with God? 

1. The perfect, sinless, spotless Lamb, who took on flesh, was brutally executed at eye-level in 
public, naked, beaten so bad that nobody recognized Him, and all the while He was doing this for 
you, and you flipped Him off with your life, cursed Him, despised Him, trampled on His grace 
with your lifestyle, and He kept reaching out to you, pursuing you. And you say, I didn’t do that. 
SURE, YOU DID! We all DID. Everyone has! All have sinned and fallen short (Rom. 3:23-24). 

2. H. N. Ridderbos rightly says, “By forgiving his (your) debtors, the believer shows himself to be a 
child of God.” -James Montgomery Boice, Matthew Vol 1. Pg. 100  

3. R.T. France wrote, “The point is not so much that forgiving is a prior condition of being forgiven, 
but that forgiveness cannot be a one-way process.” -James Montgomery Boice, Matthew Vol 1. 
Pg. 100  

4. John Wesley was approached by a man who was well known for his stuck ways, and he said to 
Wesley, “I never forgive.” To which Wesley replied, “Well, I pray you never sin.” Douglas Sean 
O’Donnell, Preaching The Word, Matthew Pg. 171 

I. We aren’t to offer forgiveness to others so that we CAN be forgiven, we are offering forgiveness to 
others, because WE HAVE BEEN forgiven. 
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IV. DELIVER US FROM TEMPTATION (MATT. 6:13)  

1. Matthew 6:13 ““And do not lead us into temptation but deliver us from the evil one. For 
Yours in the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.” 

B. Jesus has included the word AND into these three petitions, making clear to us that they are to be a daily 
and regular part of our prayer life:  

1. Daily Bread  

2. Daily Forgiveness  

3. Daily Deliverance  

C. The idea here in this final petition isn’t, “don’t lead us into temptation”, or “don’t ever let us get 
tempted”, but rather, “Don’t let me succumb to the temptation.”  

D. Our Pastor in Kansas City would always tell people that he prays for God’s grace for fasting. And folks 
will often come up to him and say, “hey, we also prayed that God would help us with fasting, and it’s 
not gotten any easier. It’s still hard.” And Mike would chuckle and say, “oh, the prayers not to make it 
easier, the pray is to help me not quit when it’s hard.” 

E. The word used here for deliverance is the word snatch, and it’s an aggressive word, and aggressive 
snatching by way of God. It’s us taking the way of escape that’s been provided by God.  

1. 1st Corinthians 10:13 “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common demand: 
but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you were able, but with the 
temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.” 

2. James 1:12-18 “Blessed is the man who endures temptation, for when he has been approved, 
he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love him. Let no one 
say when he is tempted, I am tempted by God: for God cannot be tempted by evil nor does He 
himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and 
enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin: and sin, when it is full grown, 
brings forth death.” 

F. Look, we aren’t going around looking for testing or temptation. We aren’t turning over every rock 
looking for satan, we aren’t asking for trouble, we are praying that God will help us, and keep us, and 
snatch us from satan WHEN the temptation comes.  

G. What if this was a part of your daily prayers? What if you said this, if you included these prayers in your 
daily prayer life? 

H. This is the dependent life, also called the Christian life: beloved, they are one in the same!  

I. Lastly, this final doxology, “…For Yours’s is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever” 
wasn’t in any original manuscripts. My Bible notes that this phrase is omitted. But, the spirit of the 
doxology is in the whole of the Bible. But most believe it was included to dull the prayer ending on 
satan. This means our prayer life is bookend with God and satan. 

J. This ends with satan because it creates in us a raw cry for help! A desperate prayer for God’s intervention! 


