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I. INTRODUCTION  (Luke 15:11-16)  

A. As we concluded the first two parables in Luke 15:1-10 of the Shepherd and the sheep, and the Women and the 
coin, I knew what followed next was important, even significant, but I wasn’t fully aware of how important, 
and how significant Jesus’ parable of the two brothers was.  

B. Throughout both Church history, and secular history, Jesus’ parable of the prodigal son is what many consider 
to be the greatest literary work of all time (I’m falling in love with the genius of God and His ability to teach). 

C. I knew when I was approaching this parable that there was something here, something more than meets the eye. 
Something deeper, something more profound than what I was accustomed to hearing over the years.  

D. Many of us have been shaped by this parable. And though I have always appreciated it, recently it has unfolded 
in fresh and captivating ways. 

E. It’s important to remember the context of this parable. Remember, in Luke 14:35 Jesus ended that chapter by 
saying, “If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.”  And in the very next verse’s, in Luke 15:1-2, it says, 
“Then all the tax collectors, and the sinners draw near to Him, to hear. And the Pharisees’ and Scribes 
complained, saying, this Man receives sinners and eats with them.” 

F. So, as we’ve stated along the way, Jesus has been speaking to the Pharisee’s and the Scribes. The story about 
God as a Shepherd, seeking the sheep, was pointed at them. The women looking for the coin, was about God an 
active seeker, looking for those that were lost.  

G. This parable is more of the same, only now he’s going to be detailed, pointed and direct. If the previous two 
stories were vague, this would be as clear as you could get. 

II. THE YOUNGER SON (Luke 15:11-16)  

A. Luke 15:11-12 “Then He said: A certain man had two sons. And the younger of them said to his father, 
“Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.” So he divided to them his livelihood.”  

1. For those of us that have been among the Church, we’ve heard so much about the younger son. But Jesus is 
clear, “A certain man had TWO SONS.” This means that the story isn’t solely about the younger son, it’s 
also about the older son.  

2. This story doesn’t end with the younger son’s return home, it continues with the older son, intentionally. 

3. My Bible heads up this this entire section as, “The Parable of the lost son” when in fact it should read, 
“The Parable of two lost sons.”  

4. In the two previous parables (The Shepherd and the coin) Jesus was roping in the Pharisee’s and Scribes. He 
was appealing to their high level of ethics. They would’ve thought, “Yes, that’s the right thing to do. Well 
said Rabbi. You go and get that lost sheep, and you find that lost coin.” 

5. But now, in this parable, Jesus is going to name them expressly; the tax collector and sinner is the younger 
son, and the Pharisee’s and Scribes, their the older son.  

B. “…And the younger of them said to his father, father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me…”  

1. In the Greek there are two words for inheritance, that one that speaks of, “wealth and all the responsibility 
that comes along with it (hired servants, the animals, the systems)” and another one that’s just about, “the 
money, the stuff, the goods, without responsibility.” The younger son just want’s the stuff, nothing else!  
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2. Now according to Deuteronomy 21:17, the younger son was entitled to 1/3 of the father’s property, and the 
older son was entitled to 2/3rds. But here’s the kicker, you don’t get this portion until the father was dead. It 
wasn’t yours until the father passed away (until death, it’s just a will, a plan, a commitment). 

3. What he’s saying to the father is, “You know what, I don’t love you, I don’t want to be with you, I don’t care 
about you, I want out. So, give me what’s mine and I’m gone.” In a shame and honor culture, there was 
nothing more shameful a younger son could do. 

4. He was saying to his father, “Look, I don’t care how long it took to build this wealth, I don’t care how many 
hours you and your dad, and your dad’s dad worked to build this legacy. I want out. You and your family 
business, and this generational wealth means nothing to me.”  

5. What is sin? Some say it’s a violation of God’s laws. For sure. But before it’s a violation of God’s law, it’s a 
violation of relationship, our sin is a sin against God’s Fatherhood (Master, business owner, CEO).  

6. Well, it wasn’t uncommon at this point, for the father to, with great force to slap the son across the face, 
shaming him publicly. And then, you might even have a funeral as you send the son out of the village, 
because the son is now dead to the father and the family.  

a. As the Pharisees and Scribes gasped at the sons ask, this is what they expected to come next!  

7. The younger son doesn’t love the father. He doesn’t care about his father. He wants what’s his. He wants his 
gifts, his talents, his resources, and the father’s stuff too. Whatever benevolent blessings that can come from 
the father, he wants. But he’s lived long enough in the father’s house. He’s done. He’s never accepted the 
father’s way of living, he’s never received the father’s love, he’s never returned with gratitude for the things 
his father’s has done.   

a. But friends, isn’t this the plight of every sinner? This was my plight. Though I was around God, though I 
was near God, though my parents showed me love, my response to all that was to do my own thing. To do 
whatever I wanted to do. My skills, my gifts, my talents were for me.  

b. The sinner doesn’t look back at the father, the sinner doesn’t look up towards God, the sinner isn’t 
concerned about conviction, about sin, they are just about me, mine and yours, whatever the father can 
give them.  

C. “…So, the father divided to them his livelihood.”  

1. Here’s the second gasp from the religious leaders. This was unthinkable. The shame this younger son has 
brought to the father is unthinkable. But the father agrees to it, the father yields, while he’s still alive.  

a. But friends, this is a picture of God’s desire for voluntary love, love that’s coming from a person because 
they want to be with God. Because they’ve seen God’s love for them, and they’ve received it (1st Jn. 
4:19). 

2. This is what the father does with billions of people. He gives them what they want. “If this is what you 
want, if you don’t want to be with Me, if you don’t love Me, I won’t make you serve Me and live with Me. 
You are free to go. I love you, but because you don’t love me, I will give you over to yourself.”  

3. Beloved, this is the pain of rejected love that God lives with every day. Nations, billions of people rejecting 
His love. Rejecting His benevolence. Rejecting His kindness. He’s hung, naked, between heaven and earth, 
totally exposed, God, the uncreated God of Genesis 1, in the flesh, sending a message, “I love you, I want 
you, come to Me, all you who are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” But most don’t come!   



LOST	AND	FOUND	
THE	LOST	BOY’S	PT.	1				|		10.30.22		 	 																																																																									 	 	 													Page	3	
	

	
Legacy	Church	

www.LegacyChurchnw.org	

D. Luke 15:13 “And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country…” 

1. How long does it take for the son to get outta town? Days. He wastes no time. He can’t stay in that house 
another minute.  

2. When it says, “…he gathered all together…” it means that turned all the assets, all the generational wealth, 
his 1/3rd portion into cash. It’s a fire sale, he’s sold everything in a hurry, because he’s outta here. 

a. We might understand or even sympathize with this younger son if the father was abusive, or angry, or 
distant, or cold, but that’s not the story. In the story the father is loving, the father is kind, the father is 
hardworking, the father is present, the father is committed to his family. In the story, the father is God. 

E. “…(and he) journeyed to a far country…”  

1. Well, where did he go? Another spot in town? A friend’s house? No, he took off into a gentile country. He’s 
done with religion; he’s done with his father’s faith. He wants to disappear into a heathen country and sow 
his wild oats. “It’s finally me time, now, finally I get to do what I want to do. No more working for the 
family business I hate, no more tolerating pleasantries that meaning nothing to me.”   

2. I think the Pharisee and Scribes were thinking, “Kill him. Off with his head. I hope he gets sick and dies. It 
would serve him well for this level of disrespect he’s not only shown his father, but his whole family.” 

F. “…and there (in Gentile land, the son) wasted his possessions with prodigal living.”  

1. He’s living his best life now. He’s living wild and fast, reckless. His motto is, “What happens in gentile 
land, stays in gentile land.” He’s the life of the party, he’s the house to be at, he’s the party to attend. 
Expensive clothes, expensive trips, expensive cars, expensive foods, all momentary pleasures without a 
thought of the future, or his families generational wealth that he’s smoking up. 

G. Luke 15:14 “But when he had spent all, there arose severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want.” 

1. All the reckless spending, the wild nights, the expensive trips caught up to him. He’s trashed his life, and 
spent everything.  

a. Now, the wild living, fast spending was his fault. But the famine, that wasn’t his fault. But the two of 
these things, are devastating.  

b. But isn’t this just how life works? There are decisions that we make that put us in a terrible place, but then 
there’s external circumstances that devastate us, that we have no control over. This is how life works, this 
is how God leads human history.  

c. Well, what’s a severe famine? Today, we really wouldn’t know what one is. In the Bible, biblical famines 
had women eating their afterbirth and cannibalizing their children (Deut. 28:57-59; 2nd Kings 6:26-30). 
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d. “In	the	late	1800s	there	was	a	description	of	a	famine…children	being	sold	into	slavery	to	keep	
them	from	starving…men	were	found	dead	every	morning	on	the	streets	and	when	the	numbers	
increased,	the	ruler	of	the	city	declared	every	man	responsible	for	throwing	the	dead	bodies	in	
front	of	his	house	into	the	river.	And	not	wanting	to	have	all	the	dead	bodies	in	front	of	their	house,	
inhabitants	of	the	city	would	drag	the	dead	in	front	of	other	people's	houses.	Every	morning	corals	
would	ring	out	across	the	city	as	men	fought	over	where	the	dead	bodies	really	died.	Small	
merchants	had	to	keep	hippopotamus	hide	whips	nearby	to	drive	off	the…beggars	who	would	
attack	them	bodily	and	ravaged	the	little	they	had	in	their	shops.	Small	merchants	with	their	
wares	on	the	street	would	throw	themselves	across	their	wares	as	the	miserable	desperate	would	
come	by	to	steal	something	to	eat.	Men	venturing	out	at	night	unarmed	were	attacked	and	eaten.	
Stray	animals	were	killed	and	eaten,	raw	shoe	leather,	rotting	flesh	and	garbage	were	all	
devoured.	They	ate	palm	trees.	Families	in	the	village	seeing	death	coming	towards	them,	bricked	
up	the	doors	of	their	houses	and	awaited	death	in	an	inner	room	to	keep	their	own	bodies	from	
being	devoured	by	hyenas.	Entire	villages	were	wiped	out	in	this	manner.	This	is	a	famine.”  

H. “He began to be in want.” 

1. Well, due to reckless living, he’s got nothing left. There’s a severe famine in the land. He’s spent the family 
inheritance, and now he’s no longer on top, he’s down on the bottom. He’s left his house on the hill, to join 
the rest of the city in the streets. Life’s not about luxury now, it’s about survival, it’s about desperation.  

I. Luke 15:15 “Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country…”  

1. In classic fashion, he does what all sinners do, what many of us have done, he devises a plan. “You know 
what, I’ll get up from here, I’ll pull myself up from my bootstraps (or heels), I’ll put on my jacket, and I will 
go figure this thing out.”  

a. “I’ll get a good job, I’ll find the right wife, or husband, I’ll only drink on Tuesdays and Fridays, I’ll give 
back some of that money I took from the company, I will watch online Church once a month, I’ll get a 
Bible to keep in my house, I will stop hanging out with certain friends, I’ll pursue a better career, I’ll 
move from this town and this circle of friends and start a new one, this will help me turn over this new 
leaf, to get a fresh start.”  

2. Well, in great desperation he’s joined himself (like glue) to a citizen, a Gentile citizen. I don’t the feeling is 
mutual. The younger son has glued himself to a person of means because he’s been reduced to a beggar.  

J. “…and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.” 

1. Now this wasn’t a job. There wasn’t, “A paid swine feeder position.” This gentile business owner just didn’t 
know what else to do with this desperate beggar. So, he gave him the worst possible job, for a jew, to feed 
swine.  

a. Friends, there’s several gasp moments that would’ve happened here for the Pharisees and Scribes, and this 
is the second/third (Asking for his father’s wealth, his father giving it to him, and feeding swine).  

b. This is  unfathomable for the Pharisee’s and Scribes to consider that this young Jewish boy is now feeding 
pigs? I mean their own law forbid this. God said this was an unclean animal (Lev. 11:7; Deut. 14:8). 
Something they were to avoid like the plague.  

c. And now this younger Jewish son, from a loving father’s house, who smoked up his inheritance of the 
family business, is feeding swine in gentile land? This isn’t a story; this is a horror film. 
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K. Luke 15:16  “And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods tha the swine ate, and no one 
gave him any.” 

1. How severe is this famine? It’s so severe that this once well-off Jewish boy, who was recently living among 
the rich and famous, IS NOW NOT ONLY feeding the swine, but desiring to eat what they are eating. 

2. I mean, how bad is it, that he’s not just feeding the pigs, but he’s fighting for their food. He’s been so 
reduced, his life has been so stripped down, that he’s fighting for the pig slop. He’s become one with them.   

3. It’s unthinkable what’s happened in this story. It’s beyond comprehension. The Pharisee and Scribes would 
see this as the greatest waste of a life, ever! 

4. But that’s the point. This is where Jesus is leading the story. This is the picture Jesus is painting. 

III. CONCLUSION  

A. The story of the younger son is the plight of the sinner, it’s the story of those that are far from God, it was my 
story. Lost, lonely, no advocate, no helper, no sense of purpose, no sense of destiny, I too, was living in the 
gutter just hoping for some slop alongside the pigs.   

B. This story isn’t a psychological thriller, it’s horror movie. A Halloween horror movie that no director on planet 
earth could create. A story that only an uncreated God could tell. Why so scary? Because it’s the story of the 
human race.  

C. So why does Jesus describe all this brokenness in such great detail? So that we can see how the Father feels 
about lost people. Like the lost sheep. Like the lost coin.  

D. The Pharisees and Scribes didn’t care about the younger son wasting his life. In their minds, he deserved it. He 
got what was coming to him. But this isn’t how Jesus feels about the younger son, or about you!  

E. “Jesus Wants The Rose”—Matt Chandler  


