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Week #36  |  “Two Gates, Two Paths: Choose Wisely”  
I. INTRODUCTION (MATTHEW 7:13-14)  

A. Well, we are there, at the end of the road for the Sermon On The Mount. Jesus has given us His 
Declaration of Dependence over the past 2.5 chapters, and now He begins rounding out His teaching, 
giving the final exhortation to ACTUALLY DO IT!   

B. Jesus’ primary concern is that you’ve now listened to Him for 2 ½ chapters of basic, middle of the road, 
starter Christianity, and you, being in the faith assume you’re okay because you’ve HEARD IT, even 
though you haven’t DONvfE IT or are even REACHING TO DO IT!   

C. These remaining 16 verses are a gut check, not for the non-believer, but for the follower of Christ to 
discover, are you actually doing the thing that He’s taught? Are you actually practicing, are you 
reaching for, are you pursing, even in a casual way to obey the teachings of Jesus in the Sermon On The 
Mount?  

D. In these remaining 16 verse’s Jesus is going to teach drive home one main point, four different ways; 

1. He’s going to tell us there are 2 gates and 2 paths.  

2. He’s going to tell us are there 2 trees, with two types of fruit.  

3. He’s going to tell us there are 2 professions with two very different outcomes.  

4. And lastly, He’s going to tell us about 2 houses, 2 different foundations, and two very different 
outcomes.  

E. These 16 verses are the summation of Jesus’ sermon. He’s entered conclusion phase, He’s rounding the 
bases, looking at home plate and driving home the point, “have you really heard Me?” 

1. Remember, in the Hebrew mindset, you’ve only heard when you obey, or do.  

F. It’s as if the sermon has concluded, and now we are walking down a road, and suddenly confronted with 
two gates that both go somewhere. There’s one that’s narrow, and one that’s wide. And in the words of 
the Grail Knight from Indiana Jones, and the Last Crusade, “Choose wisely, for while the true grail 
(narrow path) will bring you life, (but) the false grail (the wide path), will take (life) it from you.”   

G. PRAY 

II. THE NARROW GATE AND THE WIDE PATH (MATTHEW 7:13)  

1. Matthew 7:13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that 
leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.” 

B. Because Jesus is the only truthful Prophet, He’s always honest about our lives, and the future. These 
verses are as straightforward as you can get. It’s important that we don’t try and reinterpret the Word of 
God through the lens of our culture.  
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C. What we must do, is reinterpret our culture through the lens of the word of God. It’s not our job to 
change the written Word of God to fit the masses, it’s our job to call the masses to conform to the 
written word of God. When Jesus says that the way to Him is narrow, we take Him at His word.   

D. Well, from the onset The Way of Jesus is narrow, even from the gate. It’s not a wide net, that funnels 
down, it’s a narrow net, a narrow gate, with a correspondingly narrow path.  

E. This word narrow means, “To be pressed, to cause trouble, to be troubled, persecuted, afflicted, and to 
suffer tribulation.” The way of life in Christ is a narrow road, it’s a constrained road, it’s a restricted 
road, it’s a road of being pressed into the image of God, it’s a road that compresses us into the image of 
God, into a cruciform life (cruciform = having the shape of a cross).  

F. This gate is a gate of conversion, a gate of Salvation, and the path that corresponds with it, is the 
Christian life, a Sermon On The Mount lifestyle. We enter through the narrow gate of Christ, and we are 
sustained on that path, through the grace of God, by following Christ, and by doing what He says. 

G. There’s a fair amount of debate about these gates, and their paths. The debate is if they are about life 
after death, the second coming, or if they even mean gates and paths. But this debate is meaningless. 

1. Jesus is making His point clear, you must make a choice, not in death, but right now, in life, 
today, to choose the right gate, because what follows is a way, one that leads to life, and one that 
leads to death. You must choose wisely!    

H. The gate into Christ and His path is narrow, but WIDE is the gate and BROAD is the path that leads to 
destruction. The idea is that it’s not a gate, but a GATEWAY, a large entrance for the masses.  

I. The WIDE gate is a gate of self-service, a gate that suits you, that allows you to bring all of you onto the 
broad path, but even though it’s a wide path, its destination is destruction. It’s hell, it’s a life separated 
from Christ and His Kingdom. 

1. 2nd Timothy 3:16-4:4  

J. The wide gate is a gate where bag and baggage are accepted, are preferred, are allowed, and even 
encouraged. “Look, over there, everyone’s having to let go of their “precious things”, dropping them at 
the narrow gate, but not here. In fact, the more bags the merrier. Offense, hate, bitterness, self-seeking, 
self-striving, a phone filled with selfies, your sinful nature, bring it with you. Your self-serving mindset, 
bring it along. Your destructive habits, your vices, your addictions, bring it on! There’s plenty of room.”  

K. Because there’s no restrictions on entrance through the wide GATEWAY, it’s BROAD PATH is filled 
with the masses, with a very great number, greater than most, plenteous, very many.  

L. Jesus’ gate is NARROW, Jesus’ path is NARROW, but culture’s corridor is WIDE, and packed with 
folks, folks speeding down a destructive interstate. You must choose today and choose wisely. 

III. A NARROW, DIFFICULT BUT GRACE ENABLED PATH (MATTHEW 7:14)    

1. Matthew 7:14 “Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and 
there are few who find it.”  
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B. According to Jesus, the majority of society are on a destructive path that ends in separation from Him, 
and the group who are on a life-giving path are limited, much smaller in number. But what’s so 
profound is that the narrow path of Jesus ends in a broad, wide-open future. But the broad path of satan, 
ends in a narrow or confined future.  

C. There are many in the Church who think, “Yes, the gate is narrow, but once that decision is made for 
Christ, we are good to go. Now, I can finally head out, embrace the wide world path. It’s finally time to 
live my best life now.” This simply isn’t true.  

D. Not only is the GATE NARROW, but so also is the WAY OF JESUS. Jesus’ path is a path of 
repentance, a life of trusting, a life of obedience, a life of devotion, a life of love poured out, not on 
ourselves, but on Christ.  

E. Friends, this is an important word for us if we are drifting along in our religion, even if that religion is 
Christianity, if our faith of choice is Christianity. We can’t assume we are “in the faith” if we aren’t 
actively pursuing a life of obedience to Christ and His kingdom, largely, if not solely, the Sermon On 
The Mount.  

F. The assumption might be, those on the broad path are happy, while those on the narrow path are 
miserable. But this couldn’t be further from the truth. Those that are on the wide path are chained, their 
imprisoned, their caught in the jaws of death, and slowly, day by day, it’s drawing them closer into the 
ground.  

1. And although the narrow path is difficult, the suffering, the pressure, the constriction, is actually 
producing life, and life more abundantly. 

2. Look, Jesus isn’t saying, “If you’re the hardest worker, and the strongest person, you can do this. 
But everyone else, tough luck, might as well embrace the wide path, because you aren’t cut out for 
the narrow path.”  

3. The truth is, nobody starts, persists, and finishes on the narrow path, apart from the grace of God, 
the divine enablement of God. This is the only way that we can do the Sermon On The Mount!  

4. 1st Corinthians 15:9-10   

G. Well, as opposed to the many, Jesus is assuring us that only a FEW FIND the way into life and the 
eternal city. Beloved, what we consider Christian in this day and age, might be largely disconnected 
from what the Bible considers the Way of Christ.  

H. We must return not to cultural Christianity, but to Biblical Christianity, with the Sermon On The Mount 
as the central building block, the foundation of all that we build upon. This is a call to take heed how we 
build, and to make sure that we are not being deceived or deceiving others.  

IV. CONCLUSION  

A. Look, every person in history has been confronted with the pressures of the crossroad. At the crossroad 
we are forced to make a decision, to choose a path, because we simply can’t take both.  

B. We have to choose one or the other. And beloved, this is a crossroad moment that Jesus is offering to us, 
to the Church, to those that are disciples, and to those that are far from Him.  
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C. Will you willingly choose the narrow road to a wide future, or will you choose a wide path and a narrow 
future.  

1. Moses left Israel with this same challenge at the end of his life; 

a. Deuteronomy 30:15-20  

2. Joshua at the end of his life, left Israel with this challenge; 

a. Joshua 24:15 

3. And Jeremiah the prophet, also challenged God’s family in the same way as his forefathers; 

a. Jeremiah 21:8 

D. Look, these exhortations aren’t, “You’re going to have to work really hard, and if you’re the hardest 
worker, you can make it.” The exhortation Jesus is giving is, “If you go the easy way in life, it’s end is 
destruction. But if you strive, if you look to God and His grace, and you live differently now, you will 
reap life everlasting.”  

E. The issue with Jesus is always about life and death, therefore, you must choose wisely! 


