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Week 4  | “The Gospel of Grace”     
I. INTRODUCTION  

A. 1st Corinthians 15:8-11   |   Acts 20:24    

II. PAUL’S CHALLENGES AT CORINTH (1ST CORINTHIANS 15:8-9)  

1. 1st Corinthians 15:8-9 “Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due 
time. For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the Church of God.”  

B. Now that Paul has established what the scriptures have to say about the Gospel (1st Cor. 15:1-4), he’s 
moved onto verified testimonies of other Apostles who also saw the Lord in His resurrected body, 
including himself (1st Cor. 15:5-9). 

C. Paul’s use of the phrase, “…last of all…” is his way of saying that he’s the last apostle that God called, 
and duly commissioned to write the scriptures. In the previous verse’s he’s told a chronological story, 
and he’s ended it here with himself, because his mention of himself as last, really seems to last.  

D. But Paul continues by stating, “…He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time…” This word 
in the Greek, only appears one time in the New Testament, and it means, “abortion, stillborn or 
miscarriage.” Though there’s lots of debate as to the meaning of this sentence, I think it’s right to see it 
as an accusation that he was up against in Corinth. This was most likely something being thrown back in 
his face, from his own admission about how God called him, outside of the normative process in which 
God called apostles. 

E. But it wasn’t the first time Paul was falsely accused at Corinth; 

1. Paul was accused of being fickle because he changed the time of his coming to Corinth (2nd 
Corinthians 2:1-4). 

2. Paul was accused of having a weak bodily presence (2nd Corinthians 10:1; 13:1). 

3. Paul was accused of writing terrifying letters but being a coward when in person (2nd Corinthians 
10:10). 

4. Paul was accused of lacking power in the pulpit, or that he was a bad preacher (2nd Corinthians 
10:10; 13:6).  

5. Paul was accused of not accepting financial support while among them, unlike the super apostles 
who collected big off them (2nd Corinthians 11:7-9; 12:13-15). 

6. Paul was accused of becoming a Christian zealot, or one who had no balance in his life so that he 
was beside himself (2nd Corinthians 5:13).   

F. This is serious! Why? Because this accusation against him and his ministry was part of God’s will for 
his life! This was a pre-destined road that God called Paul to walk down, forcing him to embrace 
voluntary weakness, among those that he was serving, even though it was being thrown back in his face.  
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G. The very things that this Church was accusing Paul of, were the very things that qualified him to serve 
in ministry. This supposed weakness, was considered incredible strength by God. 

1. Beloved, what you and I consider strong, Jesus often considers weak. And what you and I 
consider weak, Jesus often considers strong.  

2. What do you do in your own life when the accusation of others mounts against you? What do you 
do when your falsely accused? Are you able to embrace God in the middle of it? Are you able to 
embrace public weakness, even though Jesus considers it profound strength?  

H. Well Paul continues giving us the reasoning behind his self-proclaimed weakness when he says, “For I 
am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church 
of God.”  

I. Although it might look like Paul is trying to authentic his conversion and calling to apostleship as 
something that’s equal with Peter, James, and the other twelve, this isn’t what he’s doing. He will do 
this in verse 10, but not here.  

1. Paul’s working to establish grounds for the resurrection of the dead! He’s stating that his life was 
good as dead, and he’s proof, that God figuratively raised him from the dead!   

J. I’ve always thought that Paul’s call to apostleship was a tough pill for him to swallow, but here, it’s 
really clear. I think that Paul had a fair amount of guilt, pain, and sorrow over decisions that he’d made, 
and what he was a part of pre-Christ. I don’t think he was wrapped up in it, but I think it affected from 
time to time; 

1. Acts 22:17-21 “Now it happened, when I returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the 
temple, that I was in a trance and saw Him saying to me, make haste and get out of Jerusalem 
quickly, for they will not receive your testimony concerning Me. So I said, Lord, they know that in 
every synagogue I imprisoned and beat those who believe on You. And when the blood of Your 
martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by consenting to his death, and guarding the clothes 
of those who were killing him. Then He said to me, Depart, for I will send you far from here to the 
Gentiles.” (Acts 7:58; 8:1-3; 9:1-2; Gal. 1:3; Phil. 3:6; 1st Tim. 1:3) 

III. GOD’S GRACE IN PAUL’S LIFE (1ST CORINTHIANS 15:10-11)  

1. 1st Corinthians 15:10-11  “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace 
toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of 
God which was with me. Therefore, whether it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.” 

B. Paul said previously, “…I am the least of the apostles…” but here he makes clear, “But by the grace of 
God, I am what I am, and His grace towards me wasn’t in vain…” Meaning, I am an apostle, even 
though I don’t think I’m worthy to be one!  

C. Beloved, the grace of God is what calls us, keeps us, and transports us from this life into the life that 
which is to come. God’s grace is the free gift that’s given by God, and received by us. But after grace 
has come, we’re unable to perfect what we’ve received; 
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1. “It’s like the person drowning at the beach, and who’s rescued by the lifeguards. You’re not going 
to get onto the beach and shout and strut your stuff up and down the beach letting everyone know 
that you are alive because you called the lifeguard to rescue you. And you certainly aren’t going 
to share about how good you are because you can hold onto the lifeguard better than anyone else, 
or others who’ve also been rescued.” -Bryan Chapell  

D. Beloved, the glories of the grace of God is that it makes us what we are in Christ. Which means that 
others didn’t give it to us, so they can’t take it away from us. The grace of God makes us what we are, 
not the opinions of others, not the assumptions of others. 

E. The Corinthians might not have received Paul’s apostleship, but this didn’t make him any less of an 
apostle. God graciously gave him this calling, and the Corinthians weren’t able to take it away!  

F. The unfortunate thing is that the grace of God towards many people’s lives in something that ends up 
being given in vain! It’s not that Jesus runs out of grace, or that He isn’t able to give it, but it’s that 
what’s been given isn’t used or put to work.  

G. Why was the grace of God not in vain in Paul’s life? Because the Corinthians were born again! This was 
proof of God’s grace both in, and working through Paul’s life!  

H. Well, Paul continues, “…but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God 
which was with me.” Like any true experience in the grace of God, it didn’t lead Paul into passivity, but 
a vibrant response towards Jesus and others. God’s grace didn’t empower Paul to chill out, but to press 
forward!  

1. God’s grace doesn’t lead us away from vibrant engagement, on the contrary it thrusts us into a life 
fully devoted to God! When we corporate with the grace of God, it empowers us to labor as a 
response.  

2. Grace doesn’t exclude work, but it’s a work not generated through your own strength, it’s a work 
empowered, and enabled by the Holy Spirit, through the grace of God!  

3. Beloved, can you say this about your own life? About your own calling? About the grace of God 
that’s been given to you? We get so caught up in watching the lives of others, comparing our lives 
against the lives of others, looking up and on other people, that I think we forget about our own 
lives, and our own response. 

I. Paul concludes this opening section (1st Corinthians 15:11) by coming full circle saying, “Therefore, 
whether it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.”  This is Paul’s way of saying, “guys, listen, 
it didn’t matter who the conference speaker was, it didn’t matter what book you read, you received, 
when you listened to these various people, it was the only Gospel message that exists, and you received 
it, and it saved you, so who cares what these others are saying? The bigger question is, why are you 
listening to it? Why did you pay attention to it? Why are you giving it ear? Your messing, not with a 
photo on the wall, or the color of the carpet, but the very foundation upon which the entire house is 
built.”  

IV. CONCLUSION  

A. The grace of God makes obedience to God possible. Apart from the grace of God, that was freely given 
to us, we aren’t able to obey God. John 14:15-18 
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B. The Christian life isn’t hard, IT’S IMPOSSIBLE…..APART from Christ’s grace, empowering and 
enabling us to obey and follow Christ.  

C. 1st Timothy 1:12-17 


