
PURSUING LIFE TOGETHER

SUNDAY MESSAGE REVIEW 

NOTE to the Life Group Leader:  This guide is provided as a tool to assist you in facilitating a 
structured discussion with your group.  When used in conjunction with the outline notes and a Bible 
this tool will ensure that your group will Engage Authentically.  The questions are merely 
recommended “talk starters”. It is important for you to let God help you navigate through the 
conversation as you pursue life together as a group.

OPEN IN PRAYER

STARTER QUESTIONS:

Where have you seen God at work in your life since we last met?

What stood out to you from the message this week?

MAIN IDEA:
- REVIEW THE MAIN TOPIC OF THE MESSAGE.  Allow time for discussion

- READ THE MAIN SCRIPTURE FROM THE MESSAGE OUTLINE.

How did this verse speak to you in your life?

- REVIEW THE SUB-TOPICS of the MESSAGE.

Have someone read each of the verses that were highlighted in the message, and briefly discuss.

Is there an area that you feel God is speaking to you through this message?

FINAL THOUGHTS:
- SUMMARIZE the main idea of this message.

Would anyone like to share your thoughts about what we discussed today?
How can we pray for you as a group?

CLOSE IN PRAYER 

Life Group STUDY GUIDE

What you will need to supplement this guide:
1.  A copy of the outline provided for notes on this message (copy from message or 

downloaded from the COASTAL APP. 
2. A Bible or Bible APP to refer to verses.



EXPECTATIONS
“Don’t Give Up”

December 2, 2018

Expectations: they have a way of shaping how we experience reality.

“When Herod was king of Judea, there was a Jewish priest named Zechariah. He was a member of 
the priestly order of Abijah, and his wife, Elizabeth, was also from the priestly line of Aaron. Zechariah 
and Elizabeth were righteous in God’s eyes, careful to obey all of the Lord’s commandments and 
regulations. They had no children because Elizabeth was unable to conceive, and they were both 
very old.” Luke 1:5-7 (NLT)

"One day Jesus told his disciples a story to show that they should always pray and never give up.” 
Luke 18:1 (NLT)

God tends to answer most prayers one of four ways:

• When your request is wrong, God will say, “No.”

"As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.” Isaiah 55:9 (NIV) 

• When your timing is wrong, God will say, “Slow." 

“But when the right time came, the time God decided on, he sent his Son, born of a woman, born as a 
Jew.” Galatians 4:4 (TLB)

• When there’s something wrong with me, God says “Grow!”

“The Lord hasn't lost his powerful strength; he can still hear and answer prayers. 
Your sins are the roadblock between you and your God. That's why he doesn't answer
your prayers or let you see his face.”  Isaiah 59:1-2 (CEV) 

• When the request is right, the timing is right, and you are right, God will say, “Go.” 

“One day Zechariah was serving God in the Temple, for his order was on duty that week.  As was the 
custom of the priests, he was chosen by lot to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and burn incense. 
While the incense was being burned, a great crowd stood outside, praying. While Zechariah was in 
the sanctuary, an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing to the right of the incense altar. 
Zechariah was shaken and overwhelmed with fear when he saw him. But the angel said, “Don’t be 
afraid, Zechariah! God has heard your prayer. Your wife, Elizabeth, will give you a son, and you are to 
name him John… He will prepare the people for the coming of the Lord.” Luke 1:8-17 (NLT)


