LIFEgroup STUDY GUIDE
What you will need to supplement this guide:
1. A copy of the outline provided for notes on this message (copy from message or
downloaded from the COASTAL APP.
2. A Bible or Bible APP to refer to verses.

PURSUING LIFE TOGETHER
SUNDAY MESSAGE REVIEW
NOTE to the LIFEgroup Leader: This guide is provided as a tool to assist you in
facilitating a structured discussion with your group. When used in conjunction with the
outline notes and a Bible this tool will ensure that your group will Engage Authentically.
The questions are merely recommended “talk starters”. It is important for you to let God
help you navigate through the conversation as you pursue life together as a group.

OPEN IN PRAYER
STARTER QUESTIONS:
Where have you seen God at work in your life since we last met?
What stood out to you from the message this week?

MAIN IDEA:
-

REVIEW THE MAIN TOPIC OF THE MESSAGE. Allow time for discussion

-

READ THE MAIN SCRIPTURE FROM THE MESSAGE OUTLINE.

How did this verse speak to you in your life?
-

REVIEW THE SUB-TOPICS of the MESSAGE.

Have someone read each of the verses that were highlighted in the message, and
briefly discuss.
Is there an area that you feel God is speaking to you through this message?

FINAL THOUGHTS:
-

SUMMARIZE the main idea of this message.

Would anyone like to share your thoughts about what we discussed today?
How can we pray for you as a group?

CLOSE IN PRAYER

CLARITY
“Deception”
(Matt. 7:13-23)

1. Deceptive Path:
“You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to hell is
broad, and its gate is wide for the many who choose that way. But the gateway to life is
very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few ever find it.” Matthew 7:13-14 (NLT)
“The highway to hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the many who choose that way.
But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few ever find
it.” Matthew 7:13-14 (NLT)
According to Jesus:
• The road to hell is wide and easy and popular
• The road to life is narrow and difficult and not very popular
If your life is easy - if people think of you as open and tolerant of most anything - if your
group of friends align themselves with popular culture, maybe you need to ask yourself
what road you’re actually on.
If your life is difficult - if people call you narrow minded - if you sometimes feel lonely
because you’re a believer, maybe that’s because you’re on the right road.
“the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few ever find it.”
Matthew 7:14 (NLT)
Zoe = Absolute fulness of life
“I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out,
and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that
they may have life, and have it to the full.”
John 10:9-10 (NIV)

2. Deceiving Narratives and Narrators:
Satan positions himself as an angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:14)

“Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep but are really vicious
wolves.”
Matthew 7:15 (NLT)

“You can identify them by their fruit, that is, by the way they act. Can you pick grapes
from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? A good tree produces good fruit, and a bad tree
produces bad fruit. A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce
good fruit. So every tree that does not produce good fruit is chopped down and thrown
into the fire. Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify people by
their actions.”
Matthew 7:16-20 (NLT)
“Woe to them. They have taken the way of Cain; they have rushed for profit into
Balaam’s error; they have been destroyed in Korah’s rebellion.”
Jude 1:11 (NIV)
Mentions 3 OT references: Cain; Balaam; Korah. All bad guys in the Bible.
• Cain was known for his pride (In rejecting God’s plan)
• Balaam was known for his greed (in prophesying for money)
• Korah was known for his contentiousness (in promoting himself over Moses)

3. Deceived People:
“Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only
those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter. On judgment day many
will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your name and cast out demons in your
name and performed many miracles in your name.’ But I will reply, ‘I never knew you.
Get away from me, you who break God’s laws.’”
Matthew 7:21-23 (NLT)

“Since we have been made right in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly
save us from God’s condemnation. For since our friendship with God was restored by
the death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through
the life of his Son. So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God
because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God.”
Romans 5:9-11 (NLT)
•
•
•
•

We are enemies of God
We are condemned by God
We can be made right with God
We can enjoy a wonderful new relationship with God

