
 

 

Turning the World Upside Down: Gospel Hope (pt. 1) 

1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 // Pastor Rob // 8.16.20 
 
In addition to understanding gospel mission, ministry, and behavior, Paul also 
took time to teach the new church in Thessalonica about the hope believers 
have in Jesus' return. This passage will help us to be "informed" around what 
to expect when Jesus returns and how his return can encourage us today as we 
mourn the loss of loved ones and think about our own future date with death.  

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

What is Paul’s purpose in this section of scripture (v13)? 

What’s the main thing we need to do with what we learn in this passage (v18)? 

Pastor Rob summarized this passage with three “words” that can encourage us 
when we are mourning the loss of loved ones. How does each one of these 
accomplish that purpose? Note the particular passages as well that match up 
with these "words.”  

1. Because Jesus rose, so will we. 

2. We will be united with our loved ones in Christ.  

3. Jesus is coming in ultimate victory to dwell with us forever.  

Discuss this quote:  

This teaching was presented to comfort those in grief by connecting the 
confession of the creed (“Jesus died and rose again”) with the reality of the 
resurrection of the dead in Christ. This is not the stuff of speculative prophecy 
or bestsellers on the end times. The text is located at the funeral home, the 
memorial service, and the graveside. It is placed in the hands of each believer 
to comfort others in their time of greatest sorrow. The decidedly bizarre 
pictures of airplanes dropping out of the sky and cars careening out of control 
as the rapture happens detract from the hope that this passage is designed to 
teach. The picture presented here is of the royal coming of Jesus Christ. The 
church, as the official delegation, goes out to meet him, with the dead heading 
up the procession as those most honored. One coming is envisioned, which 
will unite the coming King with his subjects. What a glorious hope! 

- Gene L. Green, The Letters to the Thessalonians, The Pillar New Testament 
Commentary  

Resources 

Heaven and Earth Video. https://bibleproject.com/videos/heaven-and-earth/ 

Surprised by Hope, NT Wright 

Read 1 Corinthians 15 for more content on the resurrection.  


